
South Alrican literary criticism needs an lnjecllon 01humour and

run - the natural enemies 01nallonatlsm and authorltarian lsm ­

says Tim Couzens, of the Inslltule for Al tican Studies at Wits

University. This is an edited vers ion 01his address at the writers '

conference al Langebaan.

WRITERS

Ghostly dance of
bloodless categories

LOOKING ba<;k", ... I... IN :!lI y.... I.m
....Jd<'<k'd~, ,,'hat "'. ha,. ,",....-d, tt>. ''1'1'''''''­
nn......... '" ........"'h '" S...,h Afric." ht<fatu.... l
.hall d,,''']10" Ihe I".t i" I"" m,1'" that il ,,'ill
t.....h u, ."""..hmg , ",,,,t ,....p"...... ,.nd lutu.... I
>hall deal ",;th • 1ew.>J'<'b of ,,'hat I ...-.:....

Last Post IOf the Lost Past
F""I' rt'«"\Ily, I t, " r.w 1">11 oj ..ud""",

doon;:: "'"1' ad,' ....n. '" """'th Aln<." lri·
.r.tu... '" that 0"" r." ...u 'hat 'h..,.- ...
''''''''1:''' ,"" ......... ",k........J _ """ ,n
our 1~ them ""'"" J.nrw ~ .." ..,.
s.m. nd ... ""'..... 1....' k "y'h,n~

.I>oul htl". ~nl .- oj "'"" !'lad rd oj
Nm

........... ri .. he<a..... 1tIoo o.nC_ ...
dart. ""t .... _ 10 to- ""nt;> • intI. ""nt;> •
h.... our ....." hN<n. \10 ....~ de> .....pIa,~

lhioI '" 01 our blr<an- and ee..r """"'" ....
t....n bpl tn. II"'" I...." .... "'" bo'I'Il dd'
nw..._ _0I~1O~

• Thr~ "'- oppor_oI
"t"' 'i... ....-....'pand t-...,.-
<ioIh' iIIlhtlWW 01~

• Thr ...."'Y ....-- ....... """. lor •
•'~ of...--.. ........ "''- 10 ptt"-
Mdd _ .... _l&>ool.dilll

• Tht ''''Y ~"""'....p.. _ "'"" _
dtpmwl 0I1ht~II'. '""""'" I _ ....
_oj_ " b ~....,...,.

or,..nd. ""'"' ~~ "'"" Ioo."
"'"~ Iht !I<JIlIU> __..-... '"

_ . Tht dtalJlf 01 lu-.. .t'J!b<>~ '"
_Md_So.ub~

ToaD _.nd pu<poow> Pl."" _ " ...
Iht _ 011 "•• ""...c, "" .... tr<--. 0Ilartt>
_,"""""il-._z..1uIIr-J _ UOII ""
..- '- ...... 10 ""'"' A Md, """"lth •
COft\tolN_ 01 lit, '" ho-Ip.w boo 0 ....
-. Ito ..... <du<Mrd at ill _m
~.rtd at C l·_tr_
Odord l...- "" ft'tUm<d '" So.>ulh AIn<...
lQlll", pra<bW 10.... and Iht~~ ltrvn
oho- """,.. ...""'"~ ill oho- "'"-- 01
oho-A.V::i11Ill_ .. Jano-y IQI2.

Culturat arx:t Inlell9ctual H,story

T HERE ••"""""~~ ... oho- ......
_ t "at. 01 our I"....y <..,"";..... Th.. i. , Ito
. 1_ ~ lad oj l&>oo!odllll" oj oho- cullu...1
. nd ........".,1 "Y oj Mia Ltl .... 10... _

...."'pIt - tha' oj P A''''''.'''''''
" , the~ rrIrbr.""'" oj ChoN in

t<157 _ .n , """",I in i.....' lor , culm'....
bon 01 t id 01 r..· ""lnc.""m ril • •
t/>ei, 'pr.aJ _ th. ' . ....ic." hi,lo.ia" C L
" ..... wlto had publtthtd in lq:ll! thal !V"aI bo ...
Tht Blo.ck ).':00'.... A' ,"" rrIrbr. ..,," " .....
". om. r ,n,M,i,," ,o"n~ m.n from South
Aln<,", They h>ld h,m'thal hI> told, '1IaJ t....n of
!(R'. t,..,..iu t" tl>eTn· . l'i ht." 1. ...... . . koJ Ito",
,""" ,,;.t that. n'l'Y "j ;t .... 'n I"" hhr. ')' " j t""
"bt"'k " ni...."i'y· IF"" If " . ) in S.,",h Mri<a
Th• •' .. ,d 'hey didn' l kn" w . "vthi" g " 0"1 ,I
u" I,1• "' h,t' l'r"I,~",, tht",· 1"ld Iht'l1r "I '"AAN
tlla, ~'{" 1\..0 'The BI",·. I•...,bin.' in t"" hbr"y'
.,," ""J find it .......luI."

'Th. BI.d l.cobin.' i••""", the ~"..t ,I ••,.
,,",,,,tuti,," i" t~,· ( "ioh.an i,l.nd n' S.n

10 PtII" 12

"

aff'<"nl<'d ...""" no.- gft'O!t'd Iwr on .muL
~ ..id I.... "'t"'" inn of n.om.... in""

ll"a1..-d lhal S......h Atn<a", ........ld ha.'. '" >Ian
al. !pa..rt><>l. 1......1~ .d_1<.J,o;in~_h

,"Iwr .. hu....n ""'"p.
11...,d the "nlral qu...lio n "'.. ho ... to

.............. lhe -10 y.." ol i..,lati"" and l.d 01
<,," Url p« >ol u" d hy lh. ·ma~ "..." 0'
apa" 1wo.l
A~~ ......,n~ ,he i...... ' " lho' · "l"""""l.lti.....

....... '" s....th Altica" IiM.ttl ..., i'>~t>l>rk> ..id
t""'" ~i~ " a!'P'"r t... .... a rnam>l m Iit.,,-.-
tu ... at p" "l. I t. was .1", not , u Iha l il
w,,,,W ~""""''r n",..rni,o;ht - it w,..ld ~'1""'d on
Iit.~a<y, .w.,,·"'......,,~ ,,·a ilab,lity.

H,- <auli...",'ol thai writ,.,.., .hoo ld ",>I . ...hmit
tn, "tyr,,""y nf " ,prt"<,"'" li. ','"'....."" the 1
"'~"" w., f...r". mm-h ~ "'1"" . rp...."'ti..." 1
th.-we.lth ," '" 1>.>10'" u,·

n,·al,,"· ~r"",th w"u ld lI"w Irnm a prr·
1""""''''' 10 ,b..orb thi' di",,,it' of "I""i'
rn<t', ..;.t !'<d,ot.·K-, .J

• 1

, VVL:.;.I I

'd<-h>I~ lUn;'·.....tv 01 '--hoI fo, inv,lInl\
h.m ",to • "11IoI'101I ""' l.l ...~ k>lkow
mlKh o/.he d......-.... ronduet<d
"",'"Iv in Aln.......

...".. .,m io 10 rommuni<.... _ lh.o, ;. tilt tu...
damenl.ol ohj<rti...,." he wk!. -w.- ...."'W "
ad"f'l' ""'U~.-. lh.ol ... ill ,,","r Illt ","1'(1 ,>I
d".inl\ J"",. rummun,w",". ·

Thm "" '" Ilu<hu 11<" , ....pn-..l
d"m.~ lhal • , il~..· <onl w • • tor,n"
domina'.J hy nities. Whil.. tn.. "ad ",.
inJ ull<"! in 0\>.1...1 ">ri<", ..'nil....' C<"" "" 4

that ,oold p' '',·nti.J llv h.lv," , pn>l""nd imp.><'
un ,he "'''lnlry _ "'t'1't' t,....t,.J <b I,,,,, iml">rt.o nl.
. he ",;d. ' PP",.lin~ .1", 10 ,,"'ril<''' l<> !'I ••" "'r­
pori;nl\ r..- h "''''..

F INALLY C. pe r " w n p"e l GI.~y.
Th"m., ,po•• "f ho'" ,h., f.·1l ,"ubt>t·~ hI'
nlbtor wril,,,, wm.., ,h....ml',"" l"r tm' "",1,.;.
."ee.Sh,' ha~ thnu~ht Ih.1 the "" ,'W s."uth
Atri<a " implitod ma"#",, a.,tuJ,.......t ,,'a, d i, ·
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