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Afrikaans writersstruggle with transformation

V",non Foo'ua'y Willie Kgos" s,le and Jan RabID

••Signs of change.
but WHERE is the action?

With no serious enemies present. • nd In the

.b~ 01. elNr d irection on P'0lI"'mnle$ 01

Kfion.1t rtlqui 'IMl w". sbytw from t he 120 d\tIeogll lft 10

go lhe lull dis lance ol lh," dlIrs

8 y Ron&! $ehetler

AT THE _ .., ' , nol.lhi "'--.J ~
lJ . .... . nd Ih~ llw n '>l'V"'~"~llJ~,.

'f"'l« f'R'l..w Ih.ot. "'. lrw ow...' lime. _
..-ill t... _ 10 oa OJ' lhor Irfttcth~ bmodlh uI
Ih,. (.... nl n<! lind .n~""" ..·too r>....

~...J ill '" rr ~-
Glornr-<" "I ...b.1 T,.. C.... ,~n. ,..- \\'n.

.Iud<d k' ,., Ihr fIN r>-"; '" lhe~
"""Iol to. ......,; I"" ..n ....... _ lit<orory

",.oJ<-m"" I ""' ..... ,or L.on~,,- "" .....
hod r>..."'rv-ortt.J .p.orthnd.ond , .1..1 -""
d<........ml l""orft'J"'lt" h ......... II .. ""' .......
'>""Ih Alnu• ..-hrrtoJ ,n bv FW', "".....-luI
""""", - 1I... ,.......... . ..t "Ihe "'ruW· ......."
"" \\'''', ron""n.. I " ...... "'I JrN"'. ..-"',
""' - II .nv - ..~...~ In ...'"""" ..-hod!
"",Il,hr "'I:'" rot eN ,,!:,"

Tho- '1"''''" "'''"' ~, , ...... "',,"' m..eh ""I
tr."'k,n""' No.1 .. ~ rl--,,' C~,....nl.' It...
di,;.Jin/: Ii 1'0.1"'"", · ,n"'-l,·· . rod ·,,,,NJe-
in ~""h AI,,(.n h' ',,'" ....... In.,,, 1<>r.1I I"
...",.1 ,h,- '"nl,...· " ....,,·..1 'I".•~"'" in I",
mMJ ,h., I"·",.d in/: ,1I ",i"n ,n" 'f'!rt n"id

.." do.-...f,n.! h1no.-.f , .k"j\ .. ,Ib In. m"""'-1:
INt hod ,Ml 'I k" <1«"""-

DlII""' ...J.I.... 'I "'''' AIbw""......
A'C ,,"'.1>1 ..",....1"'I"'" .no! ..TO' , ..ho
.......ndN~ dun"ll: ' .... ,01 ""' '"'l!'
"""" .1.... tt..r1M Nd .n~ Nod
It> t... ~h...-_ ,""'.. .houkl "'lilt"" ,h.. 0«...

,"'" " 'llh "'" d" .......'r \\"'... ,ml"'runl ..
IN I .I" 'p<'d ll"p1h<-t. ..·,1"'",1 fa"",,,,,.'

"" id
\\',Ih ro' F""""'-"'I• • rod in In.

•~ ,ot. ek.., J'''d ''' I'''''l':,am""" ,01
;><1;'>n. " " '1"' ''-.1 •...""'1· I""" I 120 do.-....
/:.1,,> '''~" Ih,· lull .I;,,,,,,,. "t Ih' d.y, ~

""'n in tn,· "m"I.",J ( ;,,·d . n .i f "I Club
\-I rk,",.."

C,.nridln~ •• 'I Jod ""Ih ,n. 15th .omi"",,-
....,. of In. ~ryw,~kI... In. ,""" of .-.

Il"..... " Ihto ""''''''''"'''' h,,~ AIn""...
"'"1""'. ml no! pub" - . pollll<.l1v
.I.......'" It""'p J,,-w..J n lhe~
........-h.. lIIO"I _h In. A\j(" niJo,J writ<n
.. "'" \U,", F...... luly IN ".,....Olhft.-.

~ ....... bWrl ..--...
...J,,~ illdud ­
In ,; • h.I>dI..1 "I
...... . n.... n d ..,i~.

_~ of rIwm ".,ni."
..01 "'" C""II""" 01 S<<rth
Atn<,n \\'m':f' _

TMpntg.......... _ --
..r...J ...n,;~ " I lopio

.......... h' ..-n" "II: ,n , __ Sou,h AInc, .n<!
ft~. hnood ,nd ~..nh AInc.n Iit...--
.'" cui"'... . AllhrOJ~ m -h 01 I.... .Ii""'.....'"
..'" ,of .n e'pt.,..h ...~ n.I ...... ,n.l 'p<'d k"",
,~h'" ,,1..-.1 p.o..l ......-h t~"' ,. ""'""... of """,•
"",n unJ......I.nJ'n~ h.J n t,,,~,-.f by If!<'
..-..l ,ot In. n .. I, , T" "", n, ,~ In.~t'"

il ..-., I"'-i' Ii " 1' "~ "'ilh f""'1'''' trum In.
To P"9" 10

Wage claims
impasse
- PAGE 4 -

Imagination of a new
South Africa

- BLADSY6-

Breakthrough
in housing
- PAGE 13-
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South Alrican literary criticism needs an lnjecllon 01humour and

run - the natural enemies 01nallonatlsm and authorltarian lsm ­

says Tim Couzens, of the Inslltule for Al tican Studies at Wits

University. This is an edited vers ion 01his address at the writers '

conference al Langebaan.

WRITERS

Ghostly dance of
bloodless categories

LOOKING ba<;k", ... I... IN :!lI y.... I.m
....Jd<'<k'd~, ,,'hat "'. ha,. ,",....-d, tt>. ''1'1'''''''­
nn......... '" ........"'h '" S...,h Afric." ht<fatu.... l
.hall d,,''']10" Ihe I".t i" I"" m,1'" that il ,,'ill
t.....h u, ."""..hmg , ",,,,t ,....p"...... ,.nd lutu.... I
>hall deal ",;th • 1ew.>J'<'b of ,,'hat I ...-.:....

Last Post IOf the Lost Past
F""I' rt'«"\Ily, I t, " r.w 1">11 oj ..ud""",

doon;:: "'"1' ad,' ....n. '" """'th Aln<." lri·
.r.tu... '" that 0"" r." ...u 'hat 'h..,.- ...
''''''''1:''' ,"" ......... ",k........J _ """ ,n
our 1~ them ""'"" J.nrw ~ .." ..,.
s.m. nd ... ""'..... 1....' k "y'h,n~

.I>oul htl". ~nl .- oj "'"" !'lad rd oj
Nm

........... ri .. he<a..... 1tIoo o.nC_ ...
dart. ""t .... _ 10 to- ""nt;> • intI. ""nt;> •
h.... our ....." hN<n. \10 ....~ de> .....pIa,~

lhioI '" 01 our blr<an- and ee..r """"'" ....
t....n bpl tn. II"'" I...." .... "'" bo'I'Il dd'
nw..._ _0I~1O~

• Thr~ "'- oppor_oI
"t"' 'i... ....-....'pand t-...,.-
<ioIh' iIIlhtlWW 01~

• Thr ...."'Y ....-- ....... """. lor •
•'~ of...--.. ........ "''- 10 ptt"-
Mdd _ .... _l&>ool.dilll

• Tht ''''Y ~"""'....p.. _ "'"" _
dtpmwl 0I1ht~II'. '""""'" I _ ....
_oj_ " b ~....,...,.

or,..nd. ""'"' ~~ "'"" Ioo."
"'"~ Iht !I<JIlIU> __..-... '"

_ . Tht dtalJlf 01 lu-.. .t'J!b<>~ '"
_Md_So.ub~

ToaD _.nd pu<poow> Pl."" _ " ...
Iht _ 011 "•• ""...c, "" .... tr<--. 0Ilartt>
_,"""""il-._z..1uIIr-J _ UOII ""
..- '- ...... 10 ""'"' A Md, """"lth •
COft\tolN_ 01 lit, '" ho-Ip.w boo 0 ....
-. Ito ..... <du<Mrd at ill _m
~.rtd at C l·_tr_
Odord l...- "" ft'tUm<d '" So.>ulh AIn<...
lQlll", pra<bW 10.... and Iht~~ ltrvn
oho- """,.. ...""'"~ ill oho- "'"-- 01
oho-A.V::i11Ill_ .. Jano-y IQI2.

Culturat arx:t Inlell9ctual H,story

T HERE ••"""""~~ ... oho- ......
_ t "at. 01 our I"....y <..,"";..... Th.. i. , Ito
. 1_ ~ lad oj l&>oo!odllll" oj oho- cullu...1
. nd ........".,1 "Y oj Mia Ltl .... 10... _

...."'pIt - tha' oj P A''''''.'''''''
" , the~ rrIrbr.""'" oj ChoN in

t<157 _ .n , """",I in i.....' lor , culm'....
bon 01 t id 01 r..· ""lnc.""m ril • •
t/>ei, 'pr.aJ _ th. ' . ....ic." hi,lo.ia" C L
" ..... wlto had publtthtd in lq:ll! thal !V"aI bo ...
Tht Blo.ck ).':00'.... A' ,"" rrIrbr. ..,," " .....
". om. r ,n,M,i,," ,o"n~ m.n from South
Aln<,", They h>ld h,m'thal hI> told, '1IaJ t....n of
!(R'. t,..,..iu t" tl>eTn· . l'i ht." 1. ...... . . koJ Ito",
,""" ,,;.t that. n'l'Y "j ;t .... 'n I"" hhr. ')' " j t""
"bt"'k " ni...."i'y· IF"" If " . ) in S.,",h Mri<a
Th• •' .. ,d 'hey didn' l kn" w . "vthi" g " 0"1 ,I
u" I,1• "' h,t' l'r"I,~",, tht",· 1"ld Iht'l1r "I '"AAN
tlla, ~'{" 1\..0 'The BI",·. I•...,bin.' in t"" hbr"y'
.,," ""J find it .......luI."

'Th. BI.d l.cobin.' i••""", the ~"..t ,I ••,.
,,",,,,tuti,," i" t~,· ( "ioh.an i,l.nd n' S.n

10 PtII" 12

"

aff'<"nl<'d ...""" no.- gft'O!t'd Iwr on .muL
~ ..id I.... "'t"'" inn of n.om.... in""

ll"a1..-d lhal S......h Atn<a", ........ld ha.'. '" >Ian
al. !pa..rt><>l. 1......1~ .d_1<.J,o;in~_h

,"Iwr .. hu....n ""'"p.
11...,d the "nlral qu...lio n "'.. ho ... to

.............. lhe -10 y.." ol i..,lati"" and l.d 01
<,," Url p« >ol u" d hy lh. ·ma~ "..." 0'
apa" 1wo.l
A~~ ......,n~ ,he i...... ' " lho' · "l"""""l.lti.....

....... '" s....th Altica" IiM.ttl ..., i'>~t>l>rk> ..id
t""'" ~i~ " a!'P'"r t... .... a rnam>l m Iit.,,-.-
tu ... at p" "l. I t. was .1", not , u Iha l il
w,,,,W ~""""''r n",..rni,o;ht - it w,..ld ~'1""'d on
Iit.~a<y, .w.,,·"'......,,~ ,,·a ilab,lity.

H,- <auli...",'ol thai writ,.,.., .hoo ld ",>I . ...hmit
tn, "tyr,,""y nf " ,prt"<,"'" li. ','"'....."" the 1
"'~"" w., f...r". mm-h ~ "'1"" . rp...."'ti..." 1
th.-we.lth ," '" 1>.>10'" u,·

n,·al,,"· ~r"",th w"u ld lI"w Irnm a prr·
1""""''''' 10 ,b..orb thi' di",,,it' of "I""i'
rn<t', ..;.t !'<d,ot.·K-, .J

• 1

, VVL:.;.I I

'd<-h>I~ lUn;'·.....tv 01 '--hoI fo, inv,lInl\
h.m ",to • "11IoI'101I ""' l.l ...~ k>lkow
mlKh o/.he d......-.... ronduet<d
"",'"Iv in Aln.......

...".. .,m io 10 rommuni<.... _ lh.o, ;. tilt tu...
damenl.ol ohj<rti...,." he wk!. -w.- ...."'W "
ad"f'l' ""'U~.-. lh.ol ... ill ,,","r Illt ","1'(1 ,>I
d".inl\ J"",. rummun,w",". ·

Thm "" '" Ilu<hu 11<" , ....pn-..l
d"m.~ lhal • , il~..· <onl w • • tor,n"
domina'.J hy nities. Whil.. tn.. "ad ",.
inJ ull<"! in 0\>.1...1 ">ri<", ..'nil....' C<"" "" 4

that ,oold p' '',·nti.J llv h.lv," , pn>l""nd imp.><'
un ,he "'''lnlry _ "'t'1't' t,....t,.J <b I,,,,, iml">rt.o nl.
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