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Election results
leave govt With
limited options

-------------.
1V news 'carefully manipulated'

KeyfigU'... in Zimbobw...n
politic> attend ing. th,,,,,·
day ",mina , on 'he , hon
. 00 IonStefm implicot"m,
01 the 1969 eleoion, in
Soulh 1If rin ' @p". tl'd ly
••ked Ihei, >oulh "'hi"n
guKl' ""'-'I"'" the Nat""'·
. 1P. nyg.,....,..nmenl would
,... lIy l><> prepared.o mn
negoti.tion with ,he Ie. d ·
10" of ' he m. ;Odty of the
people o f South Affie•.

But , he ponel of aco­
demic. , journ.lim and
pol;t;';i. n, fro m South "'I' le. invited to H... r"
by the Cold Co mfo rt Fi rm T,,,.t ' <> br ie f
10c.1 poll1 id . n, and fe w e,ent. """, of , he
differen' " mb."i", on ' he i" "e differed
,h.,ply.

Th e . emi nor, ..' end ed b y re p'esen'.." '"
of Ihe limb. bwei n In" i' ute for Develop_
menl, t he of/,,=,, 0/ the limb"b_.n Mioi.'er
01 Inle, nol AH. ,,,, and ,he Unive"i'y 0/
Zimbabwe, gener.ted healed di<e" ,;ion'
Rep resentot i' e . 01 the "'N C and the PAC
•1.., attended ,he ."minor, io i~tl y o'g.l~ ioed

by Id,>... . nd Cold Comlo"
Some . c. de mics we, e ' Cep lic. l .bou' t he

De Kle, k government '. wil lingne" to neso,
tiote the"""l""" OUt oj powe" Id. ..'" "'e , rd1
c o n.u lton" Ion Lie ben be ' 8, le ll in wi, h th is
c. utiou. ,iew a nd a 'gueel that the'e we ' e
on ly th ,ee option. t h.. the go , e m me n l
cou ld follow .Ite , Winn ing the e le ctio n with
Ie" , h. n SO pe' ce n' 01 the pop ul., white
vo'e,

l ie ben be,g ",id , h. , ,he go, e m me nt h.d
a clloic e o f e ithe, u pho ld ing wh ite domin.·
tio n by me a n. of co-opti~ do minolio n 0 '
" ,"ing on the w.y toword. a ' e al negOlialed
>ettlemenl. They were , howeve" un like ly10
d o"" The g""ernment will ,.ther e ,peri"""' t
with . lm m 0 1 " poc ilic.l io n democ,.cy"
bu ilt upo n ",h. m negol;"tion." , Liebe nbe ,g
..id ,

lie . oid ,hat Ih" changin g pol; Iic01.itu., ion
will open up "'otegic gop ' lh" could e ffec·
tl'e ly be u. ee1 to fo ' ce l he go ve , nment into
' e.1 negoh.tl on. ,

In hi • • n.ly. i. 01 the e le<1io n, Dona ld
Slm J"On , poJ it ic.1 . cienti" . nd " . li" ici.n
Ito m tile Potdlelmoom UnNer,; ty lor Highe ,
Ch,i " i. n Edu c.';on , d i'"ll ,e ed wit h Liebe n·
be, g '. pe" imi"ic view. on negoli.tio n ,
, ' guing ,h,' the I. ck 01 g,o wl h in ' Up PO"
10 ' th e Con""" ' i~ P. "y . nd ' he vo, e ,,'
. uppo,t fo, " ,efo rm" cou ld me a n t hot neso '
ti.lio n. we ' e a re , 1 po"ibility in the ~ear

lulUre
"If t he N. t.ll ndi. n Co ng'..... nd Ihe UDf

hod no mln . te d c.n dld., ,,, on on . bste n tio n
p i.tfm m fo, ,he Hou ,," 0 1 De iesa le;, and
Hou.e o f lLep' .....nWi' e;" the whole cou ''''
0 1 Sout h AI, ica n politic. could h. ve been
c h. ngeel," h e .. id . He w.nled to know why
the MDM/ UDF h. d n ol . e ileel this o p por·
t un ity to put u p c ."did ..... 10 ..bo..ge the
t ricome..1p. , Ii.men"

Ii i, vi_. we ' e , he 'u bject 0 1 • ho.te d
d i«u"ion . nd MOM and ANC ,e p ,e",n" ,
l i'e' . ' gueel . "ongl y th . t one c ould no t
co n " . di ct one '. m . tegy by e n te , in g the
l,ica me,.I.y" em , wh ich they view a. totally
immo r, t u n,ep""e nl.tive a nd illegitim",e

Th i. vie w w" not l ul ly .h"ed b y l'me>
Sell e , a mem be ' 0 1 t he De mocrotic P. ,ty
"""ing in the Pr""denl" Co uncil whn",gued
thot ' he ne w NP go,emment ', .h ilt .w.y
from. secu, ity ori e ntoted go , emment '0 .
mO,e c ivlli. n " yle ol go , em ment er e . ted a
politic.1,poce in whic h g ro up . oppo ",d to

A group Of South African politiCal
observers re<:ently briefed a range of
people In Zimbabwe on t he Impllca·
nens Of the September election
reSUlts. They were a$l(ed whether
the De Klerk government would be
w illing to negotiate themselves out
of power - and not all of them came

up with the same answer.

, he go ve rnmen, coo ld mono e o" C,
"Th i.". 'e o f th ing, could ea,ily be u p,et,..

h e w., ned , " An incu"ion in to So oth AI' ie.,
• b'e, kdow n in the peace p'OCe» In Angol. ,
• ci,iI wor in N, mibia - a ll ,he.e th ing.
co uld b , ing inte m . 1pres.o,e. to be., o n FW
d e Kle ,k'. gove rnmen, . nd mo,e it li rmly
b . d into .h e 8o, h. polle,". Abo.e .11,
flc. ib W,y m ust be me l with fle . ib ility if the
c,' er nal dimen . io n to Ihe inte ' n, 1p,o b lem
la nd he' e we ore "Iking about the ANC , nd
M K) i. to b e ",I' ed,"

How""e" Z.c Y.coo b, . membe, 0 1 ' he
e XN o, i,e o f the Not.1 Ind i. n Cong ,e",
w. ,ned ,h., peo p le .hoo ld no t e , pe<;t , he
M DM 0' . ny of Ihe o.her e " ,. -porli. menta ' y
g'o u p, to h o ld their SIt ",egic, at boy 10 w.it
fo' people wi lh in the ' Y" e m to .diost , he
pol itic. 1, y" e m. The " ' uggle and t he p,e,­
, u,e .g. in" t he N.tion . 1 p.ny i, 0 1 g, e.t
im port. nce . n d mo , .lIy i U" il i. b le .nd
nece sswy.

Alte,.n in' e nse d i« o"io n t he m. jority 01
the d e le g.te . '8''''''' th.t t he MDM , h o old
co ntinoe with the ir ,troBllle wi, h I""i, e . i"ing

The new. "" t~le""ion was ca,~fo ll. ma ",po­
la"'" in t he ",n up ' 0 tOe ~n",al elect "", on
S<;ptom i><'<- 6 to l it ,,,to ,I>< "Pel.ct"", .t,. ,,,,,,,,
. «",ding to Prof loh n v."Z. I 01 the de" a, \ ·
ment of d'am. tic a ,t al tt... U n i,~"itv of ,ho­
Wit",.,. ,,,,,,,d

P,ol V. n Zyl, who i. al", a we ll koowo 1V
cr it ic !of 7h~ Sw , c"""d ioa t'" a joint Idasa/
Wit. te l", i" "" """'" mon"""n~ p,o ject ",i",
to tl>< el""t,on

Stud~n" monitored , oe SABC telev i"on
new> tI"",,~hout t n~ el""bon campa ign and
d,ew "'''''' inte ,,,,tin. ,·onclu,ion, on lhe roLe
tho SABC ployed in bo ' ld in. up the 'm.>!" of
P,,,,i""n' t W de Kle ,k wnile d"",oni. i n~ lhe
M... D<>m"" At ic M""em""t

··It i, q u' te ",ma<t.hle how , h. MUM wa.
const,ucted a. Alead", .,,,, \IOice le.. mob woth­
uot • <lea . icle<"DIP' ..><I "",t h<>«t a d",noc'ati,
mand.t. l""" the peop le," Van lvl , a". "The
,.", It wos t ha t ' he MIJM I>« am~ ,h~ "", bodi·
me nt 01 the d""p, . ,.,i<ti, fe. , 01ma ny ", hite
Sout h Africa n" th . , of uncontrol l.bl~, black
mob ,,,,I,,,,ce "

' '''ou,c e • • nd , hot th is
mogg le ,hoo ld be con·
d u<;ted in • "di« iplined
. n d conmu<;ti~" w. y.

B."y SI, eek, • C.pe
Town io o, na li" , g.lve a
"""",,,wh., mo' e p"', imi"
ic in te' p ,e t., io n 0 1 Ihe
ooteo me 0 1 'he e le<;tion
th , n Don. ldSi m!""n , He
••id thot the peo ple o f
Soo th Af,ic. _,e di vided
into two comp, - 0 ' ..
he called it, " two I>olloo n,
d rihi ng , wiftly . p . .. "

Acco 'd ing 10 S" e e k t he pe ,cep tio", 0 1, he
po lit ic.1 ' e. lity dl1fe,ee1 , h.,ply depending
whet he ' o ne w"' drifting in the ".y" em'" 0 '
t he ""ru ggle" bo lloon, The tw O g,oops'
po htic.1 , e . lit i... . ,e , h. p e d b y d ,Ue ,enl
e ' pe, ience, and . h.rply d ive'l!cnt v.loe
.yote"".

" Un lil tho,c with in the ,yo,e m b.lloon
'e. lly .ccep' th., th ose within the " ' u ggle
b ailoon do ' e p,,,,,, nt Ihe majmily o f So o, h
Af, ie.n. , I d on'tl0 ' e ' ee . nYP' ''I! ",.stow. ,d•
' e.1demo Cf. CY in o or <o u ntry," Stree k.. id .
" Arod wh. t h. ppened in Ihe e lNtio n c. m·
p. ign d id no t, I' m . Iroid . do ,h. , m uch in
this d irection . II rat he r confi rme d . nd en·
t,e nc hed thc two balloon.,"

" A1 lhe , a me lime, howevc" the go, e, n·
men t , 1m"" desperale ly want< Sou lh Ai ,iu
to become . n . cti,e p.trne, In t he de' e lo p­
ment 01 ",u lhe rn AI, ie• . Th.. p,,,,,id ... t he
po,e nti.1 lor l lexib ili' y .nd • more open
appm.ch to , he co"e nt , o le" o f Soo' h
Al, iu. Inde e d , . uc h .n . ppm. c h coold
e ven l>elp b,ing the bo lloon. d own 10 e . ,th: '
h e •• id .

After ' hree doy. 01 e xh. o"i,e d e llbe,.tio n
the Soulh Alric. n e ' p en< . 1", .poke to
"'p,e ' e ntati, ,,, o f e mba.~ e<f,o m 1he Unite d
SlOt"',Sovie t Unio n, Yug",I• • i., Swiucrl.nd,
People ', Re p u blic 0 1 C hin. , Den ma ,k a nd
o, he",

He,e once . g. in ,he cen tr .i q o",t io n w.,
if FW de " Ie ,k coo ld be tro<led ' 0 negot i.,e
wilh Ofg.ln i..liom thol ,e"''''''Il1,he mojo ri' y
01 , he people in South M rie. , A q uestio n
thot h" ye ' '0 be an,wered . . .

The SA P on t he o,he< ha nd wA; con,taot ly
v. l",i.oo on te l""i" "" . "Ha,d l. A b,o.."k . "
pa.se, witooot a ,e fe,e nce to ,ho- po lIce, .nd it
" ddficult to a,oid the conc lo.'on ,ha' , h.
pol i,e have tok"" the place ol lhe mili'a'. a.
Ihe ", ime 'OU ,c . of tho- "a lp·, pawN . The
Mmi"", of D<>1~nce ap"..a" fa , Ie .. t n, n the
Min i" .. 01 Law and Orde, ."

Accu,di nK 10 Van Zv l, the . I.ct ion d~ba,".

I.nded 10,~inlu,,·. ,he ( " h ivat", ima~~ uf t he
NP .< the "",tv 01 th~ '",""'a hie cM',". -T he
lJo.""oe'At i, Pany wa. marKina li",d ,n the '"
de ha t'" ,n ,p ite 01 ~ood ind i, idua l "",form·
anc~. by lac h de E\('"" Ha,ry Schwa" a nd
Den" W""a ll. The" '''''' rt'a<Oflablene".OO
logic could not coo nte< the ",n...t ion. 1head­
lin• • and th.eat> by VloI< ,"

"o,.".-all:' Van Zvl concluded, " t. I...." ion
n...., "'a' ca .e fu llv ...., n.,t r.,ed tu ho ld up t he
MOM dpliance c. mpaiKn a. a waro in. 01 hla( k
.iel""c" to vot"", .. _ II ., culti'Otio. ' 0
'majl;e of fWd. Klerk a, a capable inte.not"'na l
"ate.man, "',-mg""'" the ,,,,n. f,om an .""i"llo
on",.d ictable PW Ilm oa"


