
MY VIEW

Surviving
crazy insects and
crooked human beings

D
~TE.: 27 April, 7.3t1ant , out ,,;dc a
rotln!! Sl.1t1on In Vktoda W"'l.
MI!5ion: t" """'''''' ,"ttl]"!! In th e
"-"al r>;o" hem Cope m<J find out IOf

1.\>tltQfTacy in A,1iQtJ wMlher hi. In "-,.. ISoulh
~h1C1ls <honlling.

VOllng <:>ffi<i. b have <k<i<led II> , Ilow 10
8y Shilee" 8a tlal vote" Into Ih. hall al a 11m•. Ry roin<idrn<e .

group of 20 VOl"'" . n lve. The II'" 10 .1.
White, 1M ","",a l,d 10 .", blad:.. b lhis ",me son ohWt?

The poiie<' OUI!lde a"' ....ry lrimtlly and greo1.U vOle" by
n.m•. The qwue Irick]", off. Now Ih. ", . ", Ollly lwo ,,'hll<! peopk
".ndlng in Jine, A black man In """'al l' jOins Ihe queu., dolt> h1<
cap pol itely and gll.'t."t< th o'" In trolll of him, "M""" b;w Piet,
ba. s K"",·

1\01" """" wh it. men join th e queue and Ihe m.n In ,,,,,,,,,11\
polite ly <1"1" bad to allow th em 10""" him. Thl. contillue, until I
dedde to bring tM ,,;nution to A neAlby poli""lfLl.n·, dl1enlltm , n..
nk. poli<'emtn Ihen .xplaln. 1o the ""'" in over.lI, tltal on Ihi' d.>y
,""",>"Ono i. "'lwl . nd Ih. t he n...,.Jn·1gi,·e way In 11.1. ,upffior•.

W. lIlO'"<" on to the ""ing st.tion In ' he I"".t <oloured lownShip. ~
long WInding q""ue ""'''lies 0....' th . duoly hIli" Th.re . '" hundred<
01 people In lhe que"", bul theYle .11 Wly qui.,. I"'.lde rhe voting
" aUo n people sll On ch.l" wailing to t... helped (wi'h an'i"".
exp""slom on 111<-1, IO<~ I.

~ local oIlkial "'Y' the", I,. high !<'wI of III1Macy in the . ",••nd
001 m"rh VOl'" edUl.llotI has u!;en [II"'''', lO mo>l pro!,le h.ve to be
,~"<'d with vOling. 11"""-"",,, the . m l", rommunlty has turned 001
to vote """.u,", peopl. lh ink they will go 10 lOll If lhry dun ·t.

The night Mo'" ill th e local pub, disgn"'tl'-'<l piltty "#ntl "'U uS
"'. ng. lh lllg' a", ha ppening al a >'OIlng ".l1on on , lotaJ faun .
l.ocal' glw m dll~ions ro tile form and lell u, it 11 M t far b"'" the,_ .

o.....r .n hou' !at"".fte1 beln!! bumpe<l alld tOl><'t/ a"",nd on tm,
du'ty !!" ve\ road ond a ttacked by giant, ka"'il=r locu,t., we ilIrlve ..
lh. faun . Th. I""'lding officfi- Ua JocoJ _. H. ""Y' th ing; .'"
goitlJl >lowly. H. ha ' told hi' W<l,kon 10 corn. and vute Ihe ne" d.>y.
bu' if ' hlllg, g<'1 IOO borio!! he'll iu" whist l••nd h iS wotkon will
<orne running.

Th<' f" m.. "'}"1 he hOI boffl running el""'ion' in 111.1> """ all hi' life
and 11.«",,'1 uoo"",und why lhe lnd"l"'ndont f.lectn,al Cornmi"lnn
(If£J I' <T""t1ng ,,,,,11. a ftJ" .bo4Jl , hi••le<;tion , He say" the rolnure<J
form wo'ken have voted In Uk.melal . lectinn, bef"n: .nd .11 ,11...,.,
dld Ihen "'• • poinl wt who lhey WOtltetl to vote for and M would
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moke 'he cr= 10, Ih"",. Ho ""n't w1dttslaod 011 tht.·~

bu>in. ..••
We Mad 1m 111.. ne" voting ",. tlon . Iong ""OIM' dusty road.

A ' ign OIItlide Ih. Iittl. lown wel= .11 'i-tirt0tl. [ wrythlng "",m.
In be gOI ng smoothly J! lhe "''''''0011''' whICh ht"""" Ihe voung
,l'''on, Th. p,es,dlng offl= ""'" """I r..idon", have voted aJready.
He know, .U (he Ioc." .nd saY' 'h., nnly 30 more people h.ve
10 vote.

On 0 11' way out of the town we MOp .t a pktu""'l"" Iinie hoI.lto
quench out thirst. The hotel"""'" say' only ,..idon" ",• • Ilowed
In''de. If we wall' anything to drink WI' ha.ve to use Ihe door ato1Jnd
the comer.

On lhe w.y back to ou, ht>tel we gl....a m .odetJ dnvef • 11 ft. He
tillm oulto be nn e nl ,be fewrol<>UJe<:l "'W'ni"''' lot the ANe In Ihe
.rea. He l_he>.t lhe 1<>Gll >dt<>ol aOO b also. lay preoctt., ,n 'he
AJ'O"lnh< Chuf<h. Hnw","",. heca ll'" of hi' Involvement in lhe ANC,
th e <hum. ha ' ,u,pende<J him from J"ea<;hln8. They will~,

hi' "''I'''n'inn . ft", 111.. electfon<,
The foUCMing day 00' tou.me~ takes .... 2S0km lIO"h In lho: """I

town . Along the way WI' OflCou nt", gi.nt, cannihal <ticket, . I. lhi.
anolhe, 'ign?

Out"de lhe vottng "alOon WI' come acros, ltI<>fe dl,gruntletl locol
ot>se"",n .ltd pilny "S. ,ltS. The y ' ''' not ha pp\-' Woullhe w. y Ihln!!,
.... being run Insi<le, The presiding omet'r "'Y', howt"vet, 111.., lh ltlj!\
tn,i de are golng very """<Jtltly, The only problem I' th e pilrly ' !l"m,
who k...-pon qU""tionlng him.

The ".m split, up 10 t.lk h, nt he ' oIflclili in the ' la llon. One 01 the
10<111 IfC offkIaJ,. nbvi<","y put out by th iS intrusloll. point' to my
Xhosa .'P".king wlleague . nd tell. the pl esiding offl r er thot th"",
· b ffi...• hav. been . peaking 100 10IlJI in 'ho: voting ""tion,

We """"I ftJ" h... north un 'i! we reach ,h. Orang. Rls"". Th.
entI.nce tn lhe little rolnuled rom muni ly i' 1..,<J<;>f>f<f wllh politital
"",len and bannen. The Uny colnu'etl and Afriu"" com muni' i....te
'lfl"'tated by • <hun:h whldt '"''''''' a, th e voting "alinn. IIl" do th~

,·huf<h "'"<" .n: "'fJ""i><'t/ bl' Ihe obviou' u"'1)' Iletw=t the two
""mmnnilie<,

At Ihe voting , t"ion In the whit. pion- oI'own , he N.lion.t
Pa,ty voting . gent "'Y' this ekalon Ita, cos l '" alt • Jot of mon"}' .
bu' .t le.m now It"s ove, and <10m with and Ilk'c.n go back to
normal.
~h<"'1 3 OOOkm late' I wa, "Ill trying to "mk 0111 what w., n",mal

in lhe ",•• 1North"'" Cape. We", Ih~ patern. iistlc all iltJd.. we sow •
,ince....ttempt to overcome probl.m, 01 b.td ed ucation .00 the Olhet
111, of 'piIn held. or wet<' they ,ad,m in disguise? •


