
COMMENT

Reconciliation must
include truth

P
Rf.SIDENT Nelson M."dd... ', ,tale 01 the ""tloo ip<'Kh
undeMal\dilbl~ fo.'ul<..J on lhe A1<iC" RecOll'InK'lfo" and
De\"'lopmem f'rogr.mme IRfl P), Howewr. In a wry brlef
para~raph. he rell."m.'d to the q"",Hon of anu')(";1}' for
political Cli "'.... He ",<l l",... .1Iid IhJ' "the ""lion mml

""". 10 ' ....m• ...ith iI' pa>lln a ' pinl ot openn"" 0".1 forgl""n.....
ond pl'<J<ft'd 10 build the fu'"re (Ifl the ba'li . of "'POlrlngand !walJng' .
!if adcle<t "The b"rden of 'he po,t lie> hea"lly on II<. inehod'ng lhooe
If'>I'O'l''blo: file infli<1in~ In jury and 'h""' ....ho ",flered'

The """, Important point he m.ro. ....., tho' .mne"y mmt be
UnkN with di",I",,,,,,, I" <>Iher ..."'d.. 'he p"",ldeo' ha, pu' I' on
rorord lh.ol re<;OOCih.non.nd ""'ling wllh 'he pa" mU" Incl" d<
lM h. Tf> put It .nmhel way. lhe governme'" of n.ltooal "nily l>
mmmltted 10 .mn"'t)"bl.n 110110 .mn"".,

Ill' lhh lh""ght lhal w•• domln. m In. =rol ronte",noo
mmkd "J"'ll<'e In T,an'ilion" organt...,.j by Ida...., II h 'hi' ron<q>t
" 'hlth l> . mphaJoi.oo lo ldo..', mo>t """,nl p"Nlca!!o n entilled
llNllNg ,.,; ,11 tl", 1"N: TMJ' ",oJ /la'(ln(JIi"'I",, I" S<Julh A/it<'-',

Tho cla".. in lho Ime, im Com tll,,!Ion dealing with na!loml "nity
ond recooctlt.llon ac'<no...le<Ig.. thJl So"th /\ttlca ', pa,t "
<horilCt.-tl<ed by "' Irile, ronfl l<1'. unlOld , ,,ne' lng and Inl,,"I(\"", . nd
mmmll> lhe n.lloo I" "Ua"'<rnd the dlvmon , .nd '\rIfe oj 'he pm
...·hkh g. n..... tl'<l 8"-'" " Iotallo", of h"m,n ' ight, . lhe 1l."'gn.,>Ion of
Innnanilarlon prlnclpk1 In vIolen' w"met> .nd • Irgacyof h.tr<-<!.
"'or.gull l . nd t<'VffIgt>".

For tM IlDP 10 wor~. It ...111 1101 only "-"lui,.. V<"tY c.n101 tlnanclal
planning, elflckn.:y a"d liard ...Of'" II wlU . bo ""l"I.... a " .ble ....,idy.
For 1"'.... to Ill' ond,,'obft>. 1l<>wovE1. II mo. l be bo-.d on ''''lh,
Rm.tct11. lOO lnvolve:t Iot~t""""'" bill In "nlot to fntgl..... II m,," Ill'
knuwn ...ho W forgive .nd for wha"

Funhetmote. In nu , focw. on >m""'ty ..... >h""Jd n""", Imget lhO! •
IundammtaJ t'>b~IV1' 0/ lho~ dhpen laUon . houkf Ill' Ihe
"'lOrlng of h",na" .nd civil dIgnity to rh<c t!lotI>.ln<b 01victIm. ...ho
<UIIoft.'d o,,<le, .partheid. To Ig""'" lho .ulfertttg 01 tho _Ictl,,,••nd lO
lot.... only on Ihe VIOla to" 01 hum ...n light< I' to get II OIlly hat! ' igh'.
."d tM lmP""'llon will t.. th., ,he victim. dOll'1 .....lIy malt or,

Inevll. bly the", a", lhose who haw \O\.In""d w.mlng' about .ny
all<1111" 10 deal WIth the past which In'"","" ruhlie disci",,,,,,, One of
the ",,1m, lhal hJ' been made by "".....1commentalOr> is thot 0'"
democracy 1S :so fragl l< ond "'" unity :so p,..,ano", Ihol not hing
,hould Ill' done which could pul th... at 'lsI:.

Wu.<rdo Galeatto. _ng 10 th. ".",IUon 'o,"".,d, demo."tacy In
U"'g.....~. ""II"' •• ft>Ilo...·" "On the pan 01 'M goo.--emmenl .nd
Important _1"" 01 t!w populallon. the", I' • Oolld thO! lkmoc,••:y l>
>fraslle old lady In ... wh...,khal" If >he mow, too moch. >he wUl
rollap>e. .nd If y"" 'pe.~ too loudly. >h. ...'1Il h...... hean .ttad. So
d. mocracy i' Sltlllt'thing ,h., ,h""ldn't Ill' ,ouche<!, 1ll 1<le.....
••.-"'aUy Ihe ..".m"" "I' dem'u ....,.. bet'a"", lnte democr y m"ll
m""" f(><Wac<!, deepen and <J<n",k,p. "

CenlJ.l ' 0 deo>ocracy I, th. ruleof Ia....ndlt I' lml,or..nt Ihat, In
th. I"'X""-' of & . 11,,&wi'h l!wi, paM, Soulh AI.k.n. In...lude th.
l}V{'fha"lif\jl of tho p......,1 >orWity '~~l"'" :so lhat 1M ll"'" '-">I. uon.
of h""",n light>which"""" I""P"'ra'ed by the old '''Ole ....n n."""
t't"<X'<'U" In a ,...ueh 1m ' ruth . nd. dto<:penins of democracy, _ wlll
haw 'o hulld "pol political ""h"'" In which lh.. rul. of law I<
""'P"00<l .nd ob>et>"t'd. '" th.. "'" indivlduol '" group CO" VIOl...
h"man ,Ight> wn h Imp"nlty,

In .......... >pl,llof """"""iliaUon s.....'h Mtica ha> .n .."vl.lble
oppon"nlry to "'OI~ rowa,d, genul,...~.ling, ...hich Invol"", d..lJns

hone>lly. 1 I""ly .nd """ ll l....ly wl'h 1"''' VIoIallo'" of hWIlA"
rlghM. It It Ill' co,,,ldcr.bly .a,ier to achieve •
n...... beginning, In. 'Pi'l! or unity and
democracy. If thmough anomoo Is Kiven '0 the
ondl'ntocratlc.nd often tnhuma" p' OOI, ... of
tM pa'\l , In aU the plonnlng 01.,..... legl,I" "",. I'
I< Impctauve that rhe ...id"" con ' ulla' ''''' , h, ..ld
t.ke pi.....,.nd. •~ oil. that 'he~ PI 'ho
vk.1Im' ' hould be heard.

Alex Rom ine
Execu tive Director

Idasa's goals are:
~ To prom<tl . ,h~ dev~I0I''''~"t "f . democ,atic (" II" ", In South Alrtca

~ To odd"'" f"... p..j"dlce. • nge, . nd oth", ob, tad ", In lhe tra",lllnt' to . n""·'.><i.1 demo",acy In So"'h Afric.

~ To on~a&e InfluenU. 1g'oop' . nd IndlVldu. l, who m.y Ito ou" Id. ... ' 0 ' h. nan'itlon PlOC""

~ To pmvld<. ...ho"",., J'O,,;hle. ,n f",ma,;on on ",IUca) I"...... nd '0 ~.plo", w.y' of add' ''''ing th.....

~ To 1.1<:111"'0 dl>cu",lon 01 "'''''' i' ''t1on. l and devel0l"""null""... ",I""anl lu "'" lhem Ahl....

~ To a"I' 1and enro" J.lge ",he" 10 <"On' rihut.. lo ,h. aU.lnment of Ih.... ~oal'


