GENDER

More than a female complaint

By NDUMI GWAYI

¢ concept of gender has
pften created much confu-
sion among women and

the public in general. But where
do the distortions lie in what has
become known as the ‘gender vs
women’ debate?

It is perhaps important, firstly,
o mention that there is no con-
cept like gender in African lan-

ages. Hence ‘sex’ and ‘gender’
basically have the same meaning
(just like the the relative pronouns he/she),
This initial confusion surfaced in discussions
within our Gender Focus Group in the
Border region, and levelling the playing field
was therefore a logical step to bring every-
ane on board and to reach a common under-

anding,

.ﬁs an advocate of human rights for all, |

' women's rights as crucial 10 a demo-
eratic future. It should be the respansibility
ﬁfiﬂ South Africans, men and women, to
rettess current imbalances of power in this
area, This understanding suggests a gender

ch to addressing our societal miscon-
structs, Gender is an integral part of all
forms of power.

While women do need to address issues
Iﬂﬂ.‘:l:ing them as a biological and socio-polit-
Inlf Igmupmg the tendency to calegorise
women often means that differences such as
ﬁﬂﬁ and race are overlooked. These differ-
Iﬂ'm:mf}r surtace in torums where gender
relations are examined in the variety of set-
tings in which they occur.

A tmiform model of ACCs and community
M for the Eastern Cape region. After
ﬂﬂ.&l workshops, the delegates of Sanco
Were able to draft a proposal that satisfied
their needs.
This proposal was positively received by
‘E,‘Ih! participants in the conference. Thw
members of different NGOs work-
ﬁljln the areas of crime prevention (Nicro,
% Town), dispute resolution (Community
aute Resolution Trust and IMMSA) and
f@ralegal training (LHR and Community
W Centrel. Members of the South African
Blice and the attorney-general's office in
Ot Elizabeth followed the proceedings

Thenjiwe Mtintso of the 5A Communist
Party once argued that the fight by ‘black
brothers and sisters against national oppres-
sion’ was a misnomer without a focus on
gender oppression, She referred to a particu-
lar trend in the liberation struggle that
clearly defined the source of gender oppres-
sion and also espoused women's emancipa-
tion. Yet it fell short of defining ‘the notion of
non-sexist society seriously enough to unam-
biguously address patriarchal relations’,

It is therefore crucial that people explore
ways of challenging the status quo at the
level of power relations, and it is not possible
for one section of society {women) to do this
effectively on their own,

During her address to our Gender Focus
Grroup on this debate earlier this year, Thoko
Matshe of the Women's National Coalition
said the social roles people play in society
were at the centre of the concept of gender.
These social constructions, she said, were
loaded with psychological and physical traits
that are artificial and attributed to all men

and women,

Gender roles are also oppressive o males
in many respects and groups working with
these issues would do well to take advantage
of this strategic gap to broaden involvement
in the struggle against gender oppression.
We need a co-ordinated gender-awareness
drive to ensure that a new political dispensa-
tion overcomes these stereotypes and makes
power accessible across the board both
legally and constutionally.

Gender should not be used as a substitute
for the term “women” as this encourages
emphasis on social life areas that are tradi-
tionally regarded as the domain of women,

Social relations should ensure that
women's rights are addressed by all to
encourage participation of all sectors of soci-
ety in the decison-making processes thal
affect their lives.

Ndumi Gwayi is the regional direclor of Idasa
in East London.

{The Gender Focus Group can be contiacled
threugh the East Londomn office.)

Keynote speaker Albie Sachs had elogquent
words for the project, and compared this ini-
tiative with the popular tribunals of
Mozambique, where ordimary citizens were
involved in dispensing justice.

MNonetheless, Sachs was cautious as
regards the implementation of the project of
community courts and the need to protect
the civil and human rights of each individ-
ual. In this sense, he argued that further dis-
cussions at the national level would be nec-
essary before implementation.

Max Mamase, regional co-director of
Idasa, strongly defended the need for com-
munity courts in a future political dispensa-
tion, He argued that this initiative had to be
seen within the context of a developing civil

society, which is working for the democrati-
sation of the government, a civil society
which 1s working for the creation of struc-
tures which will decentralise power, allow-
ing more participation to the private citizen,

Sanco will enhance its proposal with
the contributions made during the confer-
ence and will then decide what to do
with the final version of the proposal.
Regardless of the outcome of the final draft,
the conference has opened the debate on the
topic and any restructuring of the judicial
system will need to take this propoesal into
account.

Draniel Nina is a reseacher with Vista
University and co-ordinated the community
courts conference.
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