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•

A mull I-party democracy without a strong civil society could
amounl lo 1I"le more than a res lructurlng of the political elile.

Allica learned this the hard way. accordln.g to a paper presented
at a recent conference In Senegal.

Liberation No 2: what
difference to the poor?
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'M m",n tic ,no·
lulion' , in whICh

k>m1<"" OI1'~piIrty . tal", aft'
hold ing • <>r a t I~..t
IJlnounctng t heir in!<'nlion

to hold - m\llll'part y
~alk el""tions. Tt'p­
I'<"<nl> a political . hift of
oome .ignilicon, • . lnler-
"aliona1 0\>1;,-1"''', fund... in f"rtiruJu,
have welcomed lh• •• mOVe' with some
...hd . as . ig!l$ of. proc.,,; of n>lorm which,
if il oc!lil:Ws IIf'lhmg .1"" WIll at lea.. legit­
i", '... lhe (onhou,tion " l lh. i, funding..~

How""..., fnr Iii.,... u" t"" ground. many
01 thrm rural p". ... nlll, I"" delllocrali",!iuo

f'IOC"'8 '\l"" ''''"' not a turning point, but.
"'skat .nd inevitable <onlin"..lion of the
~ 01 und..rot·v",""pment ,

Thcir .'f"-'l'ience is b<-ing romf"rod to the
Nrlk'Sl pmod 01 p".t..,,,lonlal ", I. , replete
... iI was wllh bmken pl'llrn,,",,, and IInlul­
ll1led . ' pec lalion , . Aft• • mul!i-pdfty ..I",·
lim. in )(m y. , Angul.t. Zombi.!.. Cameroon,
ordi""r)' p..."pk. f"rt icul."iy rural pea",nhl,
4'" finding th.mselve, in muc~ lh.....m.
p""itl<m a, bel"..., facing top-down d.m~

CBtk driv.. "'~ich ~ave much tu dtl wit~

"",,,ring old or alternatl'" power eli~ . tJ,Jt
httle to d<> "it~ land ",.,jistnbutitln Of . ..c;"l

"'M
n eir e>p.'i. nc. is ,umm.d up by

~ th lo pi.n prol.....r F.nl" eheru , an
I!(UJ\<lmist base<! at lhe American UnlVl'fSity.
in Itio ph..... 'f" rli<'i f"hon "ithn"t ompuw­- ,.

In . f'o' ...... p.......nt<'<! to. ronle...na> on
d vll S<l<irly and domncratic theory, h.ld at
I~ Goree lru.titute, Sent'llal, he argu,>d thai
lhe '"I1rrmt camf"lgn for multi·party Monn
in Its pto'SI'nt lorm i, unltkely to bring !lUb­
, taotl.l economic aod politic.1 changes to
~ daily lives of the ""'i<>ril)' of p""plI' on
the African""nlin....l.

jll.<t like the struggl./or ind.pendence
thai pnnd<'<l It lhe domocratisalioo movt'­
lfIt'nt amou nts to mobilisi ng p,...,ple of
dioer", cl•••• ""cia I and poht ical ba,k­
lPWnds uoo..- the lead"""',p <>I an Alrican
tniddl..·d."" elit... Also in common with lhe
'first liberal""'" of Ihe l'lo'ils "'. tende'lC)' to
mphaoi"" . tru!\8),. at Ih.. Iev..l of ron.ttto­
tion. 1...form, where Ihe focu' i, "n vole­
cakb ing and building puwer b.lses, .od 10
'gnnl\' civil ""d.1)' whe... ordinary "",'ple
Can be mobi~5<'<I .round i!ISU'" that domi­
na!I' t~... li"""

l"h.tr. ""is" wid...pn-ad f"ac that In., ""'­
ond 1Il'..... tion mlghi lum out.to be ju,t os

di"'ppoinling as the firs!,;lnd tMt the "",",'
de mocrats might tum their b.1ch on Ihe
m.""" much the "m. way the leade.. of
Ih. md."...,d.nct' ,truAAle ~ad done.'

The te..on. lor South Afric. ring out
Although Fanlu' . Cll"""'" i. w,th the 1"".'_
;lnlry who lI\;\ke up lhe t."ll 0/ the popuLo­
ti"n of roontries funher nonh, his ob>erva­
1101\.' con be applied 10 Soulh Afnc. on Ihe
...... otour first o.....P"""'n-one-vot. election.

H. cit... ''''0 trui,m, .bout mulli-p.lrly
democracy. Firstly. participation c~nn.,t b..
onfered fn,m .bu". but mu,", be d.-mand<'<l
and c.1m<'<l oot from below .nd. 5e((Indly,
d. mocracy cannot .occeed in ronditio.... of
.bSCIlute poveny. fle list< the servicing of
bd,lc n,>eds and providing of education.'
two P"""'lui';I'" for ils .uccrs,.

'The cenlral them .. of Ihe d~mocrocy

d~b.t. h,ve prima.ily focosed on molli_
pilny , \,>t..",. .nd on uni,....,.,l ",ffr;lge. The
di,",-",,,,Ion invo]v'" .ery little tre.ltm....t of
how 0""' goes about ereallng an ".....bling"
.",vironn",nt 10 ,ustaln dem,,-,acy.

While multi·party electlo", and unive"",1
/ranch;'" a:re impurtlnt furmal criteria. lhey
are by no mea'" . uHid . nt to judge th ~

d..mocratic qu.lhtio:"! ul. society. In imp"....,­
ished ,oci..t;es such" 00", democr.cy
n'qui...," • chan"e in the bdlancl" of forces.

111<' pursuit of democraq in it... lf is good.
Bul In Ihe African ront..t ." pu~tical f.....
dom and p.ln,cip_tion cannot be d,vorn-d
f,"m oth~r kind , uf f... <'<Iom. Th..re i. a n
organk link betw..... pulitical f""-'<fom ;lnd
jrc'edom from hunger. Ignu,an,"" . nd di,...
... se. People mll.'t ..... lhe ....ult'; of d.moc­
racy in ;ln impmved . tandard of living. bet·
1,.. <'<I"c;ltion, betl"r ~ou,;ng .nd acre.. kl
h,...lth ;lnd f",-.;I it"",,,'

Fantu puinl ' t" an i.ony behind the
up>w;ng of democratisation in Africa; Ihe
-. occess' of Ihe n.......·.ve of d"mocr.II... III)l\
i. built un th.. l_ilu", of developnwnt. The
puliticia"-' of loday, lil. the lead,," of lhe
independence struggle. of the p.,t. h.\"e
bo...~ .hle to dr.w on th. supf<"! ,>I Ihe poor
""'~>tity to ad"• .,,,, lheir social ;ldju.tm..nt
program""". V... Ih.,.. new ....-ial.nd <'<'0­

nomk prog.r;lmm... ohen im~ renewed
h;lnh~ip' on the poor and o.oany do nut

d..liver whal Ihey
pn>misc.,j

This In ium Ii.... k>cal
...I"ana> 10 new dem...
aatk regim... Ih.1 f. ilto
live up 10 ..' pe<1;1tioo. ­
cre.llng a o"w ,,'un;e of
d"",ocral\Siltion.

H.ving been victim,
"j mi. managed .nd un­
democralic stale-'pon-
SCI«,d develop m. nl, l~e

m..ses of ordin.ry poor are incr.a singly
;lUempling to byp.l>S form;ll a"eoci... . nd
hnk up with dilfe"",lkind. of non-govem­
mental orgam""tlon••t ;I h ,al k-wl.

h nlu giv... a, .n "Ampl~ the pow....lul
Gree n, move ment in Ken}'a undec Dr
Wanjo;olrl Ma.llha~ ;lnd lhe effort, by Kenyan
m if..... lea and so&,r f.rmers 10 bypa... lh..
p.r.,I.tal and other o(flci.1 buye.. by
n.,.leding Ih,_ export crop" in layour of
lrod ernp' for k>:ol ron,omplinn

By redis<--ooeting Ihl'l' ~elf -",lia n~, th....
pe...n" "'-'rume politic.lly cofL<.<i"u, . nd
educ.ted at the loc.llewl asllwy "",.te new
;I'·....U.. tor polilical and soci.l moblhsation.

In F.ntu'. words: "The de1.-gi hm.ho" 01

Ihe ~t.te h., al"" opened up ron>iderabl..
room for lhe elal>:"atio" of new Ovil-$Odt.-ty
relati<m•.

'Thi, leer;lin h;l' increa,in~ly been occu­
pied by o vk .,soc'i;ltion" women', "roups,
pea""nt,' ;lssoc;"lions, e",i ronmental l9"up"
.nd hum;ln f1~ ht, group" - in other word,
.ltem.II>'", to lhe pohtic.l party sysh'lll'

Th." ,tr.legie. ,,'Ver non _ pa ~m.nt of
to,e._pea-<ant inolU'f('Clion. um..n riol ~ what
F;lntu call. d.mand, on th. ,ta ie through
'the politics ol c!.ll",,·.

He w.rm thai it i. dout'!ful whe1 ~.r the
lead.... 0/ mult;-I"'rtyi,m;n Afric.l """!Ini...
and underst.nd lhe ..,tent to whkh "rdin.ry
I""'ple .... involv,,<! In th.. political >lruAA1..
t/lrough un-mdinary, mformal ch. n.......

'Despite invoking Ih. ,Iog.n of "popular
pa thcipalion" .t every polilical rally, no
cle.r d irection, .... provided On how 10
involve gt.,n~lt. o""nisatioru; in a .ubst....
tial ..·.y and to help them build loc;ll defno.­
'T3ticc;lre.dh... th.t will endu... ""'-" lime:

HI, p">ph..y lhat .uch popul.r I"'rlkiP""
tion faces either bein g "trucl down o.
incnrporated iMn central ly orchestra led
"rganlsation ' sound. a le..on for South
Afrk;l. The fotore sucte'RI of thL' roun lry'.
d.moc ratisation eHorls may well «"Ion
how effectively lhese movesby the m.jority
to brmg .bout re.1 ch.nge .nd .ccountable
le.d.'",hip .re acknowl<'<l ". d, channelled
and '''jo;olni>e<l.

Ma llo u-vy ;" I<>= oli. t in
Id o..'. _io d'l'ortm<'n'.

..


