
Why the media
must love to be hated

s""nding. the ""ks of mISmanagement and
,'o""pli"n at1' ev..... &""'t....._

Addi""n '"'y' m,ldern libl'r-ation mo","
ment s haye tend..d to mi, th . media
worker ', role ....ilh that of tilt' ~lUl1Idhst. The
journali,1.. media wo, le, is e.pt:<tl'll to
mobilise, orga";",. dctivate and t""ch the
~~.

'Th" remam, CClntrov.. rslal beeau,e "
dep;Ht< from the parad igm of jaurnali>lk
obj<'<tivi!y. lluI, clearly. d," 'el"pmeol jOu,­
nalli.m must ~pring: from thisapproa<h.·

The crt'<'d of ot>;ectivity, Addi"'m puin",
out. grew up with the world ', new' 'g""'­
ei. " whkh aimed 10 'ell the ir ,'ori... to
newspa pers rangin!: across the politic'l
'pcctrum - <;0 OOjccti,ity ha, an in' t",n,O'\1­
tal ".Iue rath..,. than be,ng , rh11"""ph'cal
absolute.

In South Africa the ~ewspaper Pr."
UnlOn's cooe 01 conduct ltcjeded bv profes­
'ional union,) endowed the ma~" n"""f"­
1"''' with the ",I. of ~ommon carrier> of
new ~. pu talively free of bi" ' >r ...ction al
inl........L

'J! wa, no' "", of rou~: says Addi""'_
The corpo,ate med.. elaborat.d a rac,ally
fragmonll'll system of news and v,ew~ ,n
whi~h ",n5ilivo iloms w""' either ",If-<:",,­
,"-,red "r "bal.n<ed" WIth the "ospon"'" of
!It.". , pokespcr,,-,n, '

In th. Iin,1 analy"i~, ..yo Addi,on . • 11
rommllnleation I""""'nn..1h''''e JOUmali.,ti,
""P""SJbilil;"".....hil. the >OCial "'"ron'iNli­
Ii... of journali, m imply ""m<' romn'itm<'nt
10 drmO<Tati~ .alu... and 'l<l<ial upliflm<'nt.

'Tho ronn,'cIing link i, the ,d"a lbat rom·
mlln>cation set"'<'> thc righl of all p,,"pk l<J
know. "'I""'ially to know .bout Ihln!\, that
affect their IIv... directly - M development
programm... a", indt'<'<! d...igned l<J do:

Addi",n conclud... Ihal the ""''' ml'did
have an importan t role I" play in both
m"bilt.ing ,upport I,'r prof;ram",... and in
drawlng allel\b<m 10 thoi"horlroming>.

He u"""., an "",mpl. th" Sm,,,t.,,, whICh
has b....n comm,tted by ed itor Aggroy
Klaaste 10 'nalion·building· , Thi. eomm,t·
m"nl """'il, both "'Pl"'rl for liberation and
• crili,,1.Wlllde tow.rd. th~ condurt 01
mo,·emenls.

D
EVELOPMENT ~umali,m is essenti,,!Iy criticdl and ad'·~Nln.l, acrord ing 10
Graem~ Addison, head <>f jouma lism allm, Natal T"dmik"n. In a paper on the
'wa tchdog role' of dewlopmenl joumah, m, Add ,son argues IMI devd opment

joumali"" ,h'>uld identify wilh the grassrootsand maintain an adv~rial l\'lahonship

....ith ,lUlhori ty and a crllical di'ta ne<' hum d"vl'lopml'lll planners,
H., draw, a distinction ~

by no mean, rut·and ·dried
though - b.>tw....n ' journal­
ism' and 'mNia work', the
f,,,,,,.... t>.ing """"iatO"d with
the rna.. med ia , whil.
mMi. work had, jl!l pia", in d ~\'dopm"" l

organi"'l;""•.
' [),>vd"pmenl joumali,m ent. it.. pro­

c"l'SS uf ."cul auditing. II "1",rt. un d""el,,1'"
ment project" "''''''''''' them, and f1<.'cts
their value for those whom they 0 ,up'
f'O'<'d to ,..,...,..:

Add iw lI nnl"" the dilemma ""diN fN
C<lmmumly mN i• • many of .... h,eh Origl­
n.att.'d In the struggle .gainst . partheid . by
thc' critical functi"n of d",,~l"pm""t journal­
"m and ""'<lio wort.

'It is a dimrult t,a n,ll~'" lrom "'"."Iuti,,"­
. .... rh"'ork to the actual bus,1l<.'SS of go""",'
menl . Will a critical I" h.rilance t,an,l al.
into . Itvoly cu ltu re of c"t id,m in Iho
fulu"" One hO.... ,;cI, a",j the is",e i. '" lho
I"Mnml 01 many m'",js in tho modi. '

Addi""n """sell Ihat if ·the poopl" are 10
bl'ser"ed by the media, the 'f""'P Ie's vok'e'
cannot be ~onfu;ed wilh the voic.. of gov·
rmmrnt, 'An opl""ltionallrame "f mind ­
own if Ihi' du..s nol '''n,late into direct
political "ppu;ition ~ is the best guarantee
th.t >OCial Iran""l"rmatl,," will bI' carr ied
{lilt in the In",,...,,,, of th.. p00p1e:

o.nl"pmenl commun l~a tio ns a l large
0...,.J to t.. cnti~a lly dnwn. says Add ,<;on.
altlwugh il is nol alway5 easy to a, k pia",
questi"n , . and e>t"'c1mg straight an,w"", is
alm""t certain 10 uP"d !""'PIe in lhe project
hierarchy,

'Tim<' and again in lhe ront...1of project"
mroia work"" enrounte, l'Vid'>IKe 01 mnfu·
. ion . la~k of consullallon, delaY', 10s5<".
mism.nagemenl, corruplio" and pla in
abu"", of power. A critical 'nput is needrd
to alert the communil ,es . organ,,,,,tions ,
manag"""'ots and '1"'''-'''''' to the sign' of
mlsdln'CI,,,n and ",..If",sa"ce.

'U I. ollen d iflicuJl fo' p""ple workin!:
wilh organisalion< to oir co"-<I,,,~tiw m H·
ci!m ~. Tneir own ideology ma y inhibit
Ihem, but al,o Ihe organisation may . up­
p""" mfLlfrnalion and deb.tle:

Addi>on says ",,,,.11 "" elations about tilt,
I.rg"""al. rorruplion in the Dcparlmem 01
()eJ.'elopmt'l11 Aid sUAA"'t lhoot developml'l1l
is one of t"'- a"", whe'" the pn"'" ""...:1,
10 he l'Sf"'daUy vigilanL With IN coming 01
a majority goy"",menl committed to 50Ciai
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A new(s) angle
on development
_ ia~ and the majoflly of prople """",
~nnin~ lo ro nve' ge - and lhat It was Ih('fl'­
.... ml u"""lisli, to ."ume thai new,p" ­
~ woo.ld l>rrome mn", n'I.-v.nl ., devol ·
""'01 too l. in the n•• , futu re 'Th•
• hlt~nlrk, Eu"""nlric g.t. k.....!"', i. on
110: 'Ilf"$ and be,ng ,werta""" "" hc' '''')': he

1'Ili:l, .

I i,ppon m. til<' "'n.... ""' tentiun came from
lIonl/ansen, l'",up .ditor of Klrrhdo ' p
~> tho flagship oj • netw",k ,~ f......h,'l'Is
,""log \own.. _ and I\{lw aL.., t,,,, .,,,h ipo; _ in
!bl "'gion, She said lh. If.n.illon to a ",,""
~dusiv. fe. d . " hip w.. not ,,,,,i, ted by
~. or '""ell the Irad, llOMI "'.d..... and
...,:;:::: w.... showing ".ady growlh in

~"mi Naldo<), dIrector llr ,'<lu<.lwn wi th
~ Trust ,.,id lh. <"lIm\!; of the <:I'm"", '·
llol p in ed U<:a lilln. alt hough probably
lrell nin~ had nol yield<"ll high edua -
~I value. H. said Sa<lIed h. d recen lly

'pproached to takr lM'1" the th..... <'du­
~\ !"g'" that appear daily i~ lh~ Alri""
ldtnor, of n",S I.,.

11 uew' pa...... thruu~~uut t~~ ~u u nt,y

besrn carryin~ ~ig~ qu.>lity, fl' lev.~t Nuca·
li"nal s up pl. ", . nt. whi~h ad dr..,
m''l\inali,...,j ronstitu.-n,,,... Iht'll tilt, educa­
linn mowment .. a whole .... ill . lso havo a
v,,"tN i~I"J"l'S1 tn , upporting .uch ~""""'p'.

pm: ""id Naidoo.
Tht' o>n~'l'm«' - mm:ilully po'Thap" - did

~01 .f't-'Pd mu~~ hm<' debahng d~hnilK>'" of
developulenl. Snmo m ntributiun. did ~ow·

ever I n d , ~. t o I~ .lt ~orilOns hav e btoen
.~Irnd<'ti around .... ~al <on'titut... de""lop"
""'PI, and how il could 1>0 J(~i","f'tl ,

Addres,ing himself 10 Ill<> lerl of the politi·
ca.l spectrum, Hein M.r.;';.•;.sisl.lnt edi t", of
\\IiJrk In Progm.•• ""id """'ia (In the k-f1 ~.d

yl'l 10como it, unde"tantl that d~""l<orn.nt "
not ..mplv abnut ~ouSlng, c1in,cs, road •.
well•. literacy. Clvies and so on,

'Fundament.Uy if. abou t cMbimg South
Alrkan, 10 live up to tht'ir polenlial" to Ii""
their Ii..... o"""si,'.ly_

'U mran.< "'-"'<>gn;'ing lhal lile dL"" every
S" lu,day night mighl c.o"Y as mud, imp''''
tance - d....,. lor menl - '" leeping !I1e clinic
on the go,

'Th. I.It', avcrsion to popu la, rult",e is

mm. I~an an ""'bar">'m....l. mOl '"
I~an an alha lrt~ aroond ilS pmud
necl _ it', a ba,i c.o lly autlmrita"""
posttw toward. t"" mass 011""""',
and Ihe l"es illiv..:

Mara .. ,aid I~e left .hould
l... ""ploflng the ap!""l or popular
~~ lerta i ~m t'~ 1 lih ,oa p ope ras
.nd l"'rlI Imm thi, when add"",,"
ing it.. ll to I h~ comm unity,
'W~y .ren·t ....~ wtih~ g >Oaf'" Ih.1
pm jo"t Ihe valu~, wo ." pir~

towartl" ,h.1Wf' l OllWttw: aud,en",
01 Kwa l~ . la ~on ini a'p"e.
to....ard. ?· "" ..l ed

Spt'aling on developmenl priori­
ties in tho ,outher"" Amcan reg,on
.nd .... lih.. lhal ......de lh~ medi••
Vilfl""" T.~-I<1f 01 th.. Univt""ily 01
Ih.. We. tH n Capr. ,~id in ma~y

in".nt·~ ' I~~ gap bet"'",," th
media a, agenl. of chang. and the
people', coner"te ....lily "",mod to
be Il,rn,,,,ng,

The media. , he .. ,d. , howed. Irridoney 10
h ,lol Ih.. number and r'~gr of SOK1Jl pro!>­
It-m. tal""r lhan tltt- intt'IL' ity. tlte rool •• 0......

and aL", lho;;r WM are lite """I vuln.... blt­
Ru,al a....a•. inlormal ""Ulement•. child ....n
and youth and women wo", . mong tn.- pri­
ori ty .",a, 1h.11wo'" no! g'wn eoou~h alten­
hon...id T.ylor,

Sho argurd Ih. t qo,lr <>11m the , mpon.nc~

ot med,. in prt"","m~ oooal .~.ngr w•• mis­
con~ci,N _ 'The media. in par! beea u"" of
how il opt'r.I"" and the funeh"" 'I f"-"rlorm;
does nol play . cr itical role in pUlling lor­
w.rd Ih. orig in•. the rool c. u... of """ial
1""-'l'lem5-'
How~'.r,,os th,· ",'u th,,", Africao r""ion

~ll~mrt' to promtlt. n.-gional mlt-grallon and
econom,c and >I<lci. 1m-t'f't'ralilln 10 add"",
tho developmen t em" . Ih. m<'ti i. "'-"-'CI . 10
d,'lermine Ihe . Xlenl to whICh it can be a ca" ·
I~·, t f ,"chan~o

News . hould nol 1>0 unly . co l1t'C1'oo of
raw ract' .b<'ut Ihe wurld , rt'!1t'<ii ng ~V<'nts

wilh d<'batlhlr bol ""'piricall~ detl'ml' Mble
aeruracy

'Il is . n importont p;>rt 01 th~ ru ltoral 'J"'"
1em of ""><I",,, 0<l<lt1y, ramcuJarly mncrrnrd
wllh provid , ng, in. prelimlOary fashion,
frameworks lor ~~nd~ng "ew and rrcu mns
prOOle1O' of and /or soci"')l-'

Whether !I1r meJia could hrl p 10 pro'-id..
fra1Orw,,,k. for new and old problem, w••
an important p;>rt of I"" eh. llenge. ·It calls for
Ih.. di recting 01 aUention in a I'l'S pon,ible
manner low.rd••om~ IJ'P<'" and as peels 01
,~mAict and ,hang.: Mid Taylor

Ron. 15c~.ff.. u pmcl,," ;,," ",,"<Jrcl j""ID' In
Id... ·• moM;. d.".""",nl.
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