
Why has it become the

fight to differ?

The right t(

The links between ethnlelly,
kl&lltlty and nallonall8m were
dell berlled at an Internallonal

gatnenng In Grahamlliown f&C&Illly.
PETER VALE gIVes hI,

Impressions.

'I LOVE my C<JU/\lry 100 mudllo loo a
....ti<JNli.o;.t: wrole ' he ni.bm',ali.1
ph,looopht-r, All'om Cam"". P.....p'

tho AIIl"';an-OOm Fl'l'f\Chman ~n~w "'''''''"
thi"8 whK,h "",ny Nve only ""-",,lIy 1't'roII­
n-J - a ........ of lueal c>rigin .. imp"",,n'
b«ao~ It helps indiv iduals und e..' ond
rapid change

Cm ainly ' he ri5t' of loca l "",Lo l mov..­
,""",to mvariouo ra'" of lho world - 1M for­
mn SoViet Union .od Yugosl.via a ll' Ihe
beol....mpk.. _ ""lQ;"'" thaI tIK> nation.... t•.
•• we know it. iJ und~r ..,me th",at from
lwlow. Rut~ th;, Nnkl>ring - howl.-v", it
itd~ up - "",.n the ~~f>a!of
ethnicily .. a IOfC1' in p.llitiCllI mobili",'ion?

This "' Iion .nd tlk- logic which ond<-!'·
piIIII i~ w al n... mil' of a ronfenona.o ho.ok!
lof all . pro p ri. l. plu• • l in th 1820
Mon" ","",t In Gr. ham........... Orgaoi...,.l by
RI\od... Un'"....;ty .lnshtut. 01 S<>ct.al .nd
Econom ic It . ...,ch In eo nloncho n w, 'h
Na '. l UOlVu"ty'. e . nlr. of Social a nd
o.v.lopm.nt Studi.... Ih. conl~Il'''''f' wa.
Ilk- third.•nd moot amtoilioUs. In . ........ 10
d.lilw.l. ' n" Iinb tootw"",, ethnidty. idl'II­
lily and nat.......l~.

Wilh c","" on 200 participanb . nd oomr
70 pa p"'" from , ,,tler.d d is<:i plln~ to
ci'loo5e- from. I""," WI' nell and p"hocal aa­
dernK I.",.

h pe<,.dly ..,m. houy old f.ithl"l.
rotul1l<'d: . Sou,h Afrialn acOld..." ic ,,·ho. by
met"ro<lokJg1cal . leight 01 hand. ""'lIIg<od to
,how thai ethnidly w•• played ou' dUring
till' old Union of South Afric1I only in.....-e
w".n blarlo d.liv.....:! viol.nu on ot" . r
blacb. (E""" thIS hard ·bUI"" mbc 0It<1Cia1
tlirnCl' had 10 ca.-.fully wale" r",. ee mu·
ron he rN<hed mlo the btack bo>lOdr.w
t ronduoions).

Bul I""'" w.... the ..~. rno<t 01 tlk­
ra~ Wf'I!' of an . otroonlillJ.ry "'.....hly. Thio
wa "ot ourprioing oin....· lhe galhering has
t.lkm two y...~ to organise and dfl'W portic­
(ponls In"" pia,," ~ f., . lio>!d '" IlanvloNl,
Il~Tli n. Ilo rd• • u >, Ilrlln~1 .nd Ilrighlon ,
Africa W8ll _>ngIy ~h'd "ilh popm
f,om Lt . " th" , 21mbabw~. Nigeri . ,
Mad.gasca r. Malo"';' N.mibia: not to mrn­

. " un, of COli ..... many p.pe" from Soulh
Africa.....

Partiril"'n t~ .vuid..J dd iniog . thnicily,
But .........rgued lhal "S"ifan' oronal bam·

u

..... tMna ll'd grou p from group and that
tn- a", mportant • • tt.o... whICh distin-
gui." ind ividual from lOdividu.1. If th....,
Ch,n..... ..,_". a", to be call..J ethnicily,
t...... lair enough.

In this gu,"". .thmcity is ti.o.lly bmign
. nd. as • tnul~ i" _ ion IS ,~ tht ,."..
y.... ---<tiff.....nCl'--n<>W-yO\l-cloo·1 kind: in
th is uod. rs18oding . t" . g. ni. of e t" nlc
d.......rnv.."... N . not boer.. ",I",sed In....
till' pull'icaol hoIlk.

To a""l" that et"nirity io hannlroo IS ,,,
.cc.pl lhal 4 l/fer~n<~ i, lea, ,,'. ' o nt '~

mot!lfr·. k""". n...r,. WI' plenty <~ <'rid....,..
lu , uJ'I'C'" th;' f'fOp""itiun . although oomt
.........""""" W<'R' not 1""f'IM:! It> ...... moIh­
'B wh.t m.....g... w .... pa• ....u on in lhe

form of lulLobin.nd child"",', gam....
!Iut IS th•• so: i. rthnirlty be.ugn and 10

4,ff.........., """,-,Iy hannle..1
In<>l< lowar-d. I/Ie Bal...... and~~

b' hom•• • nd It is o!wiou< that I'" wall l
...bieh ..."..ratr group from group.", not aJ
bmign: till' kl1~ng firld. of N. ...l.nd Jb;nia
1"'1 . diff........t lair to ,"" ....... """",,Uy lra ml
in childhood oIumt>rr.

W"y I. it th. t I"e r ight 10 difln h..
Momr till' "glu Mdill..?

Fo. Ihi~ co.....p"nd.... t, I" • • n.w wa,
p..,vldl'd In Iw" fil>Cina t<ng p......n lions.
n... <IIlt' OIudy ul Pu..-to Rici n <Tad:-
d...l.... In N York'. Harlrm; Ih. "'Mr••
study of id hty • ...J w.ri in IOUW ....
.... ElhiupLo , Ilolh paf'l'A w fin am-



:liffer
pi.. of lh~ ,·thn<>g,aph.,' . (r. ft: !om,ih,,",
insighltuJ, ((In"';"", of wid<>r oondih<ming

=11\5"'"""".
In the Pue'!o Rican ,tudy. lhe ,;,en... "f

group and individ ual alienation ollhi .
""migrant communIty - a communIty who,
po'ado,i<call y ar. US citizens - is SImply
"[ounding. Disaffechon pla ys ou l in
l{<rnurwl<'S., ."counte", with th,' ",ta~li.h ·

""-'Ill: I'3Ch oj Iii"", ends b.l<:~ in I"" bdl. of
tho uoo...-wo,ld.l. it any .urpri.... tken. ih.ll
English is the Llngua~ of I"" m"""y-wu,-ld,
wbi\e Sf'dnish is th< 1.t%'Uage <>I the ,11!>ef'
The m.......g. of the f'df""" was simple, almoot
ell'gont although til<> 5 1"'''!:''''''''l is .rut.>.
"""Po"*" to it .,.. aslu le.

'"'" Ethiopian .tud~ dn'w bdckwa,d, to
"'''''.1"1. lh. ritual. of the Mu",; with the
.low, bul certain ""lui.<ihon ui 1m- m"'l15 tl>

dellve r death tu their a ncient f"e s, the
Nyang.tom ((,ften . nown .. lIume). The
ihruOi of tho> arguml.'tll is that the Mursi .....
...... to coovert their m....ns of killin~ from.
World War l1-\1nla~e Mannhch,,, rifle 10 lhe

nHNICITY

Kala, hnikov """i-aulom.hc. Thi, develop­
menl follows. Nyangalom massacre 01
MUl'Si wo""'" aOO child"",.

This upgrade will certainly deliver mo",
1<> lhe killing fidds of S<lulh-w",t"", Hhio­
pi.> but. in tn.. opinion of In.. papt'r's autlmr.
will p",bably m,t aUl'<t the sanctity of the
"""'lOOny whid bloods the young fllr war.

Alienah'm and aTm5 a", a lethal rocktail
i:>o.'eause they permit in the ab,en,e of a
strollg ' lalt', wanlon destruetion in the name
"f diff"",nce. Thn"l\lgh mis. the ril\J.'l~ oj elh­
nicity feed downward spi rals which sap the
wry soul of society' !h;' ig the t,.....", 01 cth ­
nidty mobiliseod In the call'" of pc,wer.

'17le search for
understanding thc world

of hum an relations may
have only jus t begun'

:<;01 surprisingly iu a w""k in which Pet..­
Mokaba and Eugene Tet<e'Blancne bt,th
uS<'<! inflammatory ,latem""t. to pomp up
the npecutlon, 01 Iheir ,upporlers, Ihe
futu'" oj Soulh Africa W;l'; ,'ery much on lhe
mind, of conft'"""", delega les.

By.1I "",,'unts. 5<>uth Alrica's bla(k youlh
are deo;>ly .li"""h'tl f",m b<>lh the rountry's
ageing t'Slabll,hm.:nt and from the very pro­
""6 which is "'~'king to bring ,Mnge. This.
and tilt' rounlr)' Sself-mulilati<>n _ """t of il
by handi;un or lhe notonous AK47 - pen­
od ically focused the confe",nce on Whal. if
anytiling.. rould be done in Ihis particular
mixtu... of alienation.nd anns,

The "''1'}' fac1 oj diff""",,,, in South Africa
.., rertainly mo", obvious tMn ebewh"", in
Ih. world. And, far more imporlanl ly, dh­
nidly is mo", e'plo.ive berau.. Ih..... wry
differ.nc", _ and olher symbuls of raCe ­
h..·• h••n us.d by aparlh.id to se;:ure
power and privU<'gt'.

For some. the gold"" thTt'ad of nnn-nldal­
ism will prot",t Soulh Alrica Ihrough lhe
I"r",nt which ",,,,,ntly rag... And lhe point
wa, mad. during Ihe same wl't'k tha t both
Muhba and T.....·BI.neh....Ir.ated from
the cthni< .l>yso, But to a",--ept non-racialism
is to a<:cept difference: .her an. tor lbe
Umlui .hack dweller. English is the lan­
goal;" of tire money world. while Zulu is the
language of the oIher.

The ,ltallC'llg' is. ""Tt'ly, to e",u", that dif·
fe,ence d~ not becom. Ihe lan8uage of
mobik'atinn. If it docs, then ...Iecti", politi­
cal memory dicks into the dist'OU= and cth­
nie identi ti., btxome increasingly set in
. Ione. This is lh. beginning of Ihe h",ren­
dou. "pe".n"" which . in lh. memory of

Soulh African,. is Sll clffie al hand
BUl i:>o.'yond South Africa's "gony. lhe",

was a dt't1"'r yearning in Grahamslown: a
y.arnlng which g""s 10 the v.ry hearl of
wildt w. - social scienl;'" and othem - think
w. know aboutlhe world.

In lhe counll"", efforts 10 avoid defining
.thnidly hut ''''''Pling tM t dilfermcto - even
of the Chi""", SCIW1l variety - was a fact of
political Iii., some of lhe world'. tinesl slx'al
scienlists w.", slrang.ly unable 10 exp"'..'
lhem..,lv.. in Gr.ham,town,

This. 1"0, i.. nol snrpri5ing .
The dyna mic: of fl"C<'nt cMngt'S ha~ ~n

oolhing short of ",,'olutirmary; is iuny W<,ln­
der lhal it has ta ken ",me time for Us 10
und."land, let al"n. exp la'n it 1leI<'Tt'lhe
coilapse of Slale-a>ntrt'd commu nISm. pow'
.rful ronecprual id•., h. ld ,way. They w"",,,
- or at kast we thought they ",e", - bridges
10 underslanding lh. , onfu, ion we "pc­
rit'flC'O'<labout u"' "' bridg", to lhe fUlU....

But Iht'Y failed to h,>lp undo>rsland 'Mnge
and its e/ftw; If ethnicily is alive and living
in every ,hild how wnuld we ,,"ow il was
lher.1 How m,ghl an A"stral ian anth.,,.
poligisl e"plain why Ay.rs Rock. lh.
Aboriginal shrine, "'as mo", sacred lMn lhe
Sydn.y Crick.t Ground ? How m1ght an
armed white policeman suu",t to a tnwn·
ship yo"lh thai h. ,hould - in the in lere;ts of
lheir common Soulh Afri,ani,m - lay down
his Al(-47?

Th.... a", not the questions of Ihe idle rich;
In,,y ","eh mto tho hu"", of ,,",c'TV 1"'''"''' in •
""rid wh«h......". more certa in "f tragedy
lhan il did he/ore Berlin's nolori"us Wal l
crumbled .

Th. l....'-On of Graharmtown WaS that. in
many war', the ..arch for hoIh understand­
ing and d""ription of the world of human
relatiollS may ha,'e onl~' ju,1 begun. Ile<:anse
the bridges which theory promi.ed h.".
tu rn<'<i to dust new way. uf nnd_anding
the w"rld will have to be .'plored. And tlte
"'o, ds ", hich hav. so ",..ily dripped from
our lips - elhnicily. iMnt,ly. nationalism' the
list i. endl"" ~ lh..... will MV' to be cal\'­
fully w.ig h. d and e . en more ","fully
weighted.

As Ihey "" 001 on Ihis "'ork_ how,."......
social sdenti,l~ mighl d 'aw Comfurl f",m
lhe f'ci lhal so"," bmel... Jiturgi<-; will ron­
hn"" no matter wh,t. During lhe ronl<'''''''''
while--<!. uM Xh= YOUln c'IIg.1ged in a cir­
rumeision rilual - ",hich far predales ihe
arri.-ai of the Iirsl British ",IU... 10 lh.
Easle,n Caf'" - on Ih. "ery Gunfire HilJ
upon which the monument 10 South Africa' ,
English-s"..akers is silualed.

P<lorr Vat. i . rnc."h prof...", and co-<Ii_or
of Ik. C. nl.. for Soulkem Mri,an Stodi.. . 1

Ike Uni....IIy of Ih. W..lem Cap<.


