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Ida.. policy and planmng d i""lur Va n
Zyl Slabbert mak... the point th.lt one . h""ld
draw. distinct ion wtw....n statutory nun·
racism - in which .1I form.l obstaek.>..on the
bd'i' of mce . ... ...moved . nd an mal>ling
env;T(>hmenl is e",ated - and the need to
prom<>lf' ' racial' and oIhnic tolera"""

He is Oplim15t lC abou t the capa cit y of
South Alrieans to acrompli' h this, 'By and
large the majorlly 01 South Alri cans are
apa.blto 01 Mng tulerant. It is wben ynu live
in circumsta n«'~ of eronomic dedine and
political in., tability that pn'judicl"l bubble k'
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fab r iC o f ou r sodety ha s ~" n 0'llanised
al,mll tho> not,on of 'race', To get beyond il to
SOITll' promised l.ond whe human potential
and ind ividual d iff.... ne affirmed is
definit.ly d....irabl. , and arguabl y """""hal.
But when,.and how?

rus t what is the id eal ul nun-radalism'
A,adem ie ud politlcal ach .,;.t N.ville
Alto""nd... h.. " id. 'when~ 'P". k of non ·
radali<m we mean thai our position;'; deter·
mined by the "'ientihc fact that "raCt'" i$.
non...nh ty', r erception" howe>'er, do not
alwaY" duvrtail with farts and .... lity. How
....·e N gin to ensure they do is port of the
challenge,
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Race against time?
SA ignores

•racism
lat its Reril
I

W
E' VE *<11 it en. cries of ' kill the
farm~r, k ill lh~ boer ' , whIle
'nJpers gunnw g down black

prot",len, black youth, angrily chanting
'orw ",,"le., one bull.~· at coIol.lreJ ma",h,'I"!i
. ;...c wildt an' 1M pnlSJl"'d' ror a non ·rarial
lkJciety in So.lUlh Africa?

"it simply tile dream 01 idealists, a pop­
uli., vOllXalching , 1000an I", political par­
ties. 0.... vain hoI'" "f while libo:rals - or is il

an """""ll.ol «,""'pi if -~o--="'o-­
"'T . IT 10 build . ""'"
and indu.ive and
d.mocr.ric soci<>ry?

Anthropologists tell us th at there is no
oudl lhing ;H 'r"",,· · it hd. no g.n<'!ic bd",..
n..... is no 'uch thing as th<,> white ra.., or
tkr black r. « . By ronl••, t, lh. rolleepl uf
elhniriry dOO'5 have S<mlC JOO)ning - i""'Ple

I
"".... cliff.....,,! langud);'" and rulluTt'!>. but
lilo'OI' loSpt'cts of ours<'lv", IhII! .... I....ml,
II"" no! in...!• .
I All ttl<, ofwn <'Ihni' id""htl<"S are manu-

I
fildul'l'd or conf>lruclN ,,,If-<<>II<CIOll5ly by
politician. in oroer to mobili.. groups of

IJ'fOPt. fur ' f""' ilic !lOCial, political ur <'Co­

IIOmIt S""t.,
How.;-.,.,., no mall... how _ntidl to our

Iahility to analy"', challenge .nd I.arn, the

1

~and the academ'c debate'S hav.little
IIn pdct On th. p"'Sent 1,.vel ot day tu day
Iffiity 01 most South Am':a""-

, Spe.~ to your a ve ra ~. f.rnlet , farm
l. bourer, .rti ~an , tow nship r ouns-tN,
ll!ll\eworker, """..,wife or dom...lk wurkr
~ and you '", Ul11i~ely to ....ar them affinning
the thmry that ra<>' d"", not ....is!. Th,' "ery
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NON·RACIALISM

Race against lime?

KADtlU L­
Alirnalio>r
inl,." .,/io">

"";0"
.""'1'$,.....

racial """irt~ i. d,fficull hooco"", diff"""",..
.long r.n.lli.- "'ft iwT> m ln'!lClM>d fqo
"" Ioo~ llu1 _ .......... .........../idomt

'll.o<ioon is INml toeh.tv'oout IJld it WI boo
unlNml II •• PN<- IJld~g in~
f""C""6 isbatlI--..ry and wonhwhile

'Wortsloopt WIth ''''''PO at people pm.
,ide.~ and • model in whidlto till
abou1 .aCiOI.~ and c&-ist .-d.i~
As adulh "'e <all Il'l,~e dm.,on••boul
..'hd h:/Jeto _ ......111> lot~ 01 and wlUdo
bt!ioon _ ....IIIII> ..~ III>Id 01. """ ....., ..
<WIIin briwfo 01 f'"'1I<Ular_ whm Jhn.
.~, to "",",e. 1"'1'J'OO'"- A. rondllion.
~. 1M- <&r\ hoocomt dYoiun<Oonal .nd. .

rI ....\n """"'" lor "" to lotthom go-'
A~11l!<I ,he h.d.drop 01 out painful an.:!

bnIul hoo,,")'_il i5 p.m.opo ....."ubi" tlwI.
rontn... ttd by Ihe ........ fo, ....,on.. ruC1l<"ol
th"",ghout Sout" Afric.n OO<1t1y, f"-"T'-"P"
"""••nd g...tu hould t.k on 0 so ......
......, u'I<JI'dina'e d.'!> of Iml''''1........_

n...~I e••mpl.. of t"" to'dy reaet><>n
by 1 Souo, Alnc. n gowmmml lollowmg
the d lh of Ch,i. H.ni di d lil1l. to ".Ip
IT1.Ilh·",_o..:l. nng a NI,,,,,,,I .loy of mourn-
ing ", . public h"Ud.y "uld b.ve .....,1 0
, ignfi,·.nl emp.. lwtk m l;e 'o.n .ngry
I"'blk. 1M g u'" 01 P""" , tdlemt>n,
from . 1.."lid.~ "f'",e ~um...

In l.... lIMl'd "' m."y I'NP"' ","""".
boor ....h<n 'I\q wrft' w...." Ilwy "".T<! ,hr
"""" t....1 I'rfti<knl Kl'nllf'dr It.od b.en sIIIIl
A•• li. · or ......,.,.·~r.r-ol d I .........."'" n
.llemoon r. d io progr.mmr bri"g inl..,..
rupood ...th Itw """" of d'• .....-t-
__ in 1'.rb.>1'IWl'l- Ht>w nr ...Iu.., .,.;n
mntmbft ......... Ihory _ ~ htan:I
of 1M __ of Hani' • .k.th., or ..'bra w
S....'J""'"illoP kllh np ....... ft'pont<! oM t....

""" of 1M """""'1uP"""S ,n Sooo."do '"
711?

\'1lh"....ft' quirk 10 """'" 10 ...... <to",,"

rnmlJ, lhM IMV' thftn. n..~~
f;;yrll 10 Prt" M"~'N .,.,d W,nnie
\4. ndri,o' , ""I"".... a", rn"IPI't rnrti...un.
How.........." ,," 1~f1 Ihr r.oris", ...hi<~

SONN

RM..... "'"
-..rnlw
"" rItt no;;
mSA

",·m""... 'on l.i,,,,d in I.... .-he"";c or .lu­
d"", ka dmo "I I"" mood .. public r.lli...

'We h. vr g" l W d".l with ,he depth 01
hurt and . n~e, .ri,in~ fn,m g,ne'4tlons '"
,." ,1 d ,,,,,Tim,....!,,'"_Part ol lhe ' ra , theid
Irg.>cy is in 1...1 a ....' hology. II .....,n·l br .t", lt
with from <h. ll ,n~ Inlt"' he' ill ,"" pub ,>t
0V<'1" 0 <up of tN, ..... mu" do ,•• fI'lOn' than
t"'t-'

'Wt har t gal 10 dt al w ith
tht dtpth 01hurl and ang"
arising from gtrltralions 01

.deial d isa-imillatioll'

now .mnng bLK~ vuuths 1ft"m5 10boo~inol

Ihe f,<t Ih.u lhy've ,,",II u kt<! 10 tru.t
... h il n in lhe negoti.tion pr<><en. bu l
.. soon •• Ihe y do .... lhe; , lead.......r..
kiIJOO:

Bor.' .... ..~ oN cannol dmy ,he r_1

UP'" T.-..~ Ju\wI Soom ..~
Ihr r d rn, of .lIgrl ng black peoplr
tow.rd. ...hi~ in lhr .oM of Han.;'. mut-

<kT ..,"",~
'There ,. ... m...,h angr•. Hani .... . ..

mtod>-lo>"ftI l$drof, """ IIA'd> 10~
tho> . nt:"" of ~~ J"""J'W.nd fIIII.........-:t

n." miodliri· ~ ...........'" 01 1"" pow-
ft"S ,hey UII nWa~ by ~,lling off cenaln...,.,.

Sonn ..yo .... h-4i........ ,limo .'" .... ny (",,;i.
t,v. m.ng... O«1Jrri,,~ ;n Soulh Alliun """'­
"'y, 110> d""" 001 b.-lit-w rori>m is ",·<..""",lv
on ,.... ri ", · i, h•• •1..... "" ho........ tb..,.., ,

'I f",,1 hOp'.'tul, We u n .lill w".k on lhe
angle <>r r.d.m "OW b«.",", propl,.ft' nol
yel di"II".i""N P......po if wr ge' to two
ye down ,Ilt' line ' M we ....e still not
. dd' ....J the i.,.ue, th. n il will}..., much
"""" difficulll0 1.1\ abwl ,I '

H, ,,\nowf""g,. Ib, t bu,ldinj\' non -

NI[HAUS:...............
cqtnn/h

""" ....
"'"

if 11 dm.... p.,'....'.......~ (Ii~ MId
ddt.......:e·

1.1 rcu l,... .I ,,.....,,,. Alto, Bo"In.
""' 1hIo p"'nltho. in ordcor ... odQooy., """"
radali ' .... -t to do.lJ W1lh lho>~,

l'IOI lho> ; p "..r.
He id ul'.. I vI.,ble .hit! in , tt ilud...

oill<l' 1110> murd ....01 ("hri> 't.ni_
'Whil.......'m tn bl.me the ANC for ,lit­

, h.nge, for m.,b,blling bl.(~ m(..mer> .nd
d..mMOlr4,.,," "n '0 ,.... ,'n..1S, rolll><oy r"r ·
g"'th.! it w•• wh,I,~ who!",lIed "'" "'&/:...._

'A! tllt- .."", Iln\(' )' lUng b1.a<k,.re v..y
.w.", ,~, lI.n, w... k.i\Io:<l l>y . wh' le pe' .
...n_ II hoo I,i~.....d "ff t....li ng. lh.t h.ve
hom ...W.........t . no! pul "" tho- back bu.......
durmg ,.... "'W'!..III - f'<"'iOd- ThI' .-:bon

lhto...rt..,..:
n... ............., IS «t.o.d by l,;II1W1S1fV 01

t h~ W"l~r n C.pt' .nlhropololl"1 ~n

eo..... ....... ...... PNlft' potmtW fa, mte­
~'lI<III wIwn dwft • .....->ic powtlIloIId
blrn'-.:I "f'f'O"U"I1V b.-ll Suulll Ame-.

For limo tiw hopO' 01. --w futuno lWs
III ~~ing ...ee ronl", ' ' 0 Iii. lOll .bout
drftlO(.Ky o..moc,ary muo' .....n ""'"'
tlt.an W ..-nll"ll 01 • dt",oculi< ron>Iitu·
lion. 11 ........lbd f'"'OF'lr llw nght 10 <rg.on­
j.,. ocrord'''ll to tho" in_.1M nghllO
oddl't!i6dll~ Wl,hool h.ovin~ to ""'I
<>if from ....a.tY.

'South Afnc.llw. tM""'l~o/ touiIding
• cull...... <>I 1...1. .........: ...yo Cou...... ~
mu. t tal.. on dil~. l( l"""'IedSt <MI,
ditf ond h .. with ,!I..m, r ....p!.. do
nol h.o ju.l oM identity. Wt.l\'.lI more
than " th' " g_ w.. mu," <If"'" lI... d.t>.lt "n
mulitiplt id..nl'tt 7.ulu ",,,, l,,,,.,,, Zulu'.
klt U....y.l'l'.k<J .",.kt'l'l '

SI.bbc<l .1..., """f' lIa.i.... th.t IIon -,,,,,i.)·
i.m i, I n indu.;v. phii""" phy. "flul it ( I n
booromt' In inl"I"".1I1 r.....m of """-tada!i;m



HOH·RACIALISM-

'If only wllite people realised
IIOw rt'markable it is fllat there

is so much gOOllwi/1 after so
many years of brutal racism'

salion of the changO'S th.t need to he lThKIe tu
build a new , uciet y. They Ihin k they've
mad e cha nges when Ihey , ee Nel son
Mandela on TV m they can buy Ma,~,huyr at
Ihe eurner ,hop. but thar. only "ratching
lhe "'rfacr: says Niehau,.

'The J"'r<''Ption of w""t m.~". , ""nge i' in
the white (\lTllmunity and wh.t it IS within
lhe black cnmmunity is like night and d. y'

Clea r ",.,sage. ha"e tu reach all South
Afric. n' On ..... h.l non-r. ,ialism i. a ll . Ix>ut
.nd ho..... it i ' being bu ilt in society. The
medLl. h,ve . vitai n,l~ k' play in IhLs f'l"<'C'S.

111m> are as many positive de..lop""-'Tlt,
that can be ""own on th~ ",ghl <>'dock ll<'W'
., t hcr~ .... n"8.live one,: ""ys 51.bl><rt,
'allliou gl1 they .... not .Iw.vs rated." ""'~.

The gap between Je"der.; and tli,.... ,m tli~

ground mu st . ],;0 "'" a dd"'''ed . e~rta i n

Idasa field.....ork'" repurt . gn>wing dt'gl\'l:
of criticism uf top ANC leadersliip whu.re
seen as able to mak.. li"" >peerh... and m;n­
gle wilh dign"tori.. in hol~ls, but have for·
g"U,>o w""t it me"ns to have 'their ""od, in
the du,r.

Amlfd ing to trWe .,nthropologisl Rhoda
Kiod.lie. the ."lagonLsm.nd growing r.cism
.mong many young J't'<'plr tod . y "" ult ,

,

lrom a "'0'" thai thry.re m,,,,, ""'erve" of
the p"""'" oi n"!loli.t~m"

'When the')' he.r in th~ orw, that Mand,>1a
and [)., K I~, k will r~~ive a n . w. rd from
Clinton. Ih..y ","come .ngry. Th~ negoli. ·
Iiuns p"" '" i' ",,"eived " an . n " n..
bt'tween elite blacks and whit,....•
K a d a li~ ,. also ,ro lICal of the AN C .

. ppe. ls to co mmunity and nation-building,
cla iming Ihe y arc li t tle d iffe ren l to Ihe
Afrikaner.;' preocrupalion with 'die volk' ,

·The.. concept. assume a homogeneit y,
they do nOi deal with nolions of diffe"'nce.
They faU into th~ same trap which a"um..
that white women are divided alonl: various
lin~s. bul black women all have the ...m~
int"""", .

Fmally, ,t """ms. oo~ come. back to Ihe
promi... conlained In Ihe crr-a tio o "f a cui·
ture of d"mocracy and tol~'.nCl'. in which
diffcrencrs .re .ckoowl.odged .nd embraced
r.ther th.n dm ied.

r~fhaP", .. Bor.ine suggests, somelhing
"k,n to . fe\'\\"ol of bl.ck ",msciou, n. " is
needed. To ignore the s""",lde,..ng is..,ue 01
'r""'" as it is perceived by South Africans is
h' rourt di",.t'" down the road .

'Perli.p' we h..'e 'omething to lcarn from
the l!nited St..t... 01 Ihe 19t'OJs,' "'Y' Boraine.
'Martin l Ulh", King called for rerond hah"n.
whe""as Malcolm X said it was im possi~lr to
.chiev~ reconeil;"ti" n .t no rusl,

·It "-'COI1"illation "om.. willi"ut an h"nes t
.--ontrontation with the 1"',"" it '<'tV" merely
to cover up d''''Ply J",ld hurt and ",-'pido""
Wr rIt'<'<l. cath"",i.. ·

Suo V. t."H". I. td. ..·• m. di. dif<d""

IlIO"l blad e people endure as a
dIIily ""penence.

Spike LH'. movie on the life
0/ Ma lcolm X highlig ht. the
~nn of white society to coUs
\Iy. black leader for black' to
dt~n d thems.lv" alld put
t/leiT own inll'l'l'5ls first.

v.\'nl'<'d to ....all... the degree
t~ which racism, through the
i~"lito l io n a / aparthoid . has
Jl""U'ealM nol only the , tru,­
t~r... "lour ,0'1. 1y, but Ouf
beliefl and aUitvd,'S as wdJ

h on if while' do not ful
d,,",lly TespOllS;b l. , while
South Africans o,,,od to ronfront
tho harsh ....ht"... of what wa,
don" in th. i, nam e with the
inlrlliion of rrivil"llin~ til,"""

This ;' not to , ugge<l an ""d ­
ll!S5 'guilt trip' rnr whit"" , Mr
to justify a pnpetual anger
among tllOS<' disadv.nt.>gt'd by
. partheid. But In ,w""p .mo- HIgh . p" ils dUring t~ ANC. fir" ~lfttm8 in 'u'hil, ' Parow
tlOM under Ih. eMp' ! is 10
IN... too much unsaid. W. cannol Wipe the
Wtl! clean I><:-:au,", we <annol ........ the pa,t .
Wb.J t is done is done, but we must now
bogin I ""W , h. pter,

Despi te the a ppa re nt , ontr. d ietinns
bo>tween ANC policy.nd certain statem'>nts
and .oction., of those c1.,ming ANe membeT·
, hip, non -racialism as 0 policy rem ' ins
unchaUenged and firmly entwn<:hed within
!he orgonisation. sa ys ANC sJ'<,k....p"'rsO"
CarlNiehaus,

Huwever, he . dmil!l that building that ",1-
!un' is a diffi ru lt ~'" m&d ~ .......".,;e by limited
lime and mlOUr<e5. and. no"" too sympa­
lhoti<medi.

1" the mt'dium term we can only hope for
limited SUe""'•. Only .iter the introduction
(){ I new <:uru.htution can people experielll....
what ifs like IU live Wld'" new conditions in
w!lid ind ividual human rig hts will be
upheld. lenvi>.ge a pro<e'Ss 'imil,u to what
~ happened in N.mibia .nd Zimbabwe:

Agamsl the bad cdrop of history .nd "'-"l'Ilt
el'tnts Niihaus sa ys il is noth ing shorl
01 'n-m.",. ble' that block peoplt Nve stuck
to u... Noic principl.. of non·rx;.Ii.'m .nd
th' l they ' rr so willing to rmbrace white
POOp.. who ..... w;[ling to , hange. The """l'Ill
ANC m""'ing in r.,..,w, Cape Town. e.em­
plified the . p ir il of non-rad.li,m, 'aid
Nieh. ....

"Thm- iI; a lot 01 hope. If only whi te pro-
plo realised how remarKable it is th.t th,'I\' IS

'" much goodwill .lter so m.ny yea... 01
bn.."" racism

'The ot!let sidr of the coin i' that in the
wh,te rummunity th..... is n,~ the !\11m.. ",ali·




