
NP hopes depend
on alliance politics
- but with whom?

Now IhM , h.
Kow , ,,m. ,,, and
A Nt: h.v. ... " . d
form . l lal h th.
quO"i"" of the N.>­
bUild. Party'. inl"'"
tion. rom.. to ,h.
I".....

It ;,; d• • • ,har in
it. policy p.....crip­
ti,m<; 1I'", .........m.,,' i.
d e p..ting from
.parth<'id 10 • sys­
,om which pl. y.
d"...n , ....... f......n ,h• .....,.J 10 protect whi....
~'oop rill"", whil. still ck-. T!y . t. I....J. i. in­
<"""'; ns ly be il\j\ pl.yt'd down 0' reph ......
'" • vall"" point 1M nom,,,,,,",, ,nom . part.
I1<',d.

F Wd. KI....k·. ""w d..ig....,.style .d­
mini>lr'l ~'n i> . fa r c ry from lhe bu ll-;o-.>­
chin.-.holp . d-.:"'"'''' of ,I>< P W Bot"" ,....
!I,me

A wry in '''r<."!'linK distinction in Ill<- .p­
1"'''''''' ,i t .... two govern""'''t. can be-..
w ""," « "" paring the handling of /", ,,..,
plan., Und.r Ilo.~h•• plans w,'" st.ted in
<I... "I""prints, . Ibei' of,,,,, quite unin....llt·
#111•. Wi. " 0.. K....k. new moment nI sub­
tIO'ty bo. enl eM:l til<' curn.lon; 01 """",•.
Now, t"" empha,i. i. p l.no.! OIl formulating
b"",d principl... . t.l ing i>ro.>d objecliv..
whid .1I0w fur rnultiph> ;nl' 'l'''"'. t i""•. II
is ck ar lMIII'>Wmmenl .. . ppro.och;1Il\ Ihe
lulu... wilh • K"'.' d...1 of n....ibilily. Keep­
lng Ihe>r c. rd. close- to lheir C""'I., De t:J erk
.nd hi• •dminislrabon will wateh '''"' . ilu·
.ti<", onfold.1Id play lhe .ppropri. te halld
. t ' he riKh' time.

The dii/ i<ul ly of gm...."menl w. k hers is
Ihat ll",y c. n do Huh> more than <>ulIine 'he
m.jor po.sibiJili", being con. idere-d by
Ihose in powe<.

V.ri"". lI""emmenl <tr.tegic opliON c. n
be d iscern<'d . None , clusiv. of each
oIher, .11 . ... p""'ible optio depending on
how thin!\" develop.

G" .....mmen' sl",kospe<>pl. have pu' f",­
w. rd • ront\<' 0/ lulu'" "",,"titumnal op­
ti"n• • 11 incorpor.ting the key ••pect of mi·
nority prolmion. It i. unlikely, however ,
that the De Klerk .dministrali"" ...... lhese
's pmbllble in lhe . hort to medium ' . rm

Com mentins "" this poinl, Ihe p""ido-nl
te,ld r.-li.ment lhal il w• • his belief thai
Ih. g".....mmenl w.s "c. lle<! 10 build con­
,,,t,.us "" Ihe 1;0.0... 01 1"'- fund. menta l
poin" 01 d.",.rtu", . nd principles which
we h.ve in romm,,", r.th.... Ih. n now d i,...
ru..ing the d.....i1. 0/ J>O""'ble mod.Is",

Government's . mph••is . ppe. .... to be
moving .w.y fn,m m,,,M. to .,,,,'" form 0/
in,eri m solut i"" buill . ",und . n . 1I ia"", of
polit ic. 1 fore... Aerording '0 De Kle<k,
the", i• •ufli<ioenl com""", lVOund to foml
.1Ii<>nt'n. "The Nalional P. rty will .ctively
po....ue .uch • process .nd .ctively partido
pole in i,."

The deasion ,,, _ k .lIiances comes ",,1
O/ . n '~'''I",nl by Ihe N. tional P.rty Ih.l
il is in "0 J'O'>ili"" .llhis <t'ge to tr.nsform
it..,1t i"to • le.d ing non · ,.c;.1 polilic.l
party c. pohle of winning "'"I"'ri 'y support.
The §e('{m<! pri..., lhen, "",uld be lO forge
. n . lIl<>n,.., within which lb. porty can ,....
main. ""n".l fo"".

In . n .ddress 10> .tud...t members of the
N.t ional P.rty, Depuly Ministt'r 0/ Educ.·
tio n and T,. ining Piet M. r. ls said th. t
th.... needed to be fin. li ly on. new ron.H·
~

By Da v id S h.nd ler

IUlKmaI .y.lem beI<>fl' the porty could open
ils membership. A kry dr. wback to <>pen
membnship.' 'hi• • tage w•• the conlioued
"emph..i' 0" .,hn;';;ly in the soci.1 .nd
"",,"lItutional ..t up" . I",t~.d the .....pha.io
.......o!d l(, go into lorging .lIi.~.

A di lferent . nllte on the .1Ii.ln"" id~. ha,
t.:en put by C.pe N P 1••.1.... Dowie d,. Vii·
lien;. For him the upE'ning up ol party mem­
l>enhip . 1 this ".ge wou ld creole ro mprii­
ti"" bet",·""" groupo who cou ld <>1herwlsr
hi" .lIi... In Sooth Afric. with it. di...",ib...
. Iliances would be 0/ g""'le' effect.

·' In . uch . 1Iia""", l..ad... can through
. Iructures which . Ire.dy . ,i.l. acl • • •
"",nger fo"" in Soulh Africa" politics,"
>aid De Vi lli.....

The co nlinuo!d p"""""" of lhe N. tional
P.rty.,.n eflective I"",", within Soulh A~

ric.n polilics is _II by porty lead...... best
being en. ured th "", ~h en*,l\in~ in . n al1i·
.~

BUI wilh whom i. Ihe N. tion. l P.rt y
~oins to get 1''8'~he'' .

C"""ti'ull<>n Minister G....rit Viljoen "".
.taled tha' . llia""" must be made on I""
ba.i> of principl,..

" If you .ha.... mool ur effectively .Il v. I·
......" saY' Viljoen. "you >hoold _rge into
one polilical organisalion. If the ... . re .Iso
iosu"" "".... w~ich you differ, then ." .Ui·
.""" or """"1"'rati ve relationship ;s pn>1....·
• bh>."

In ter m. 01 this princip.... Ih. ' i<'1d re­
main. ope n.

One <>plio<> being "'idd y . poken .boUI io
.n NP/ ANC "gr.r><l cooli ,~,"" govern ment

'The impressIon shouid not

be created that the NP is

oniy seeking all ies against

the ANC'

01some kind. Some hold thal Ihis to . veI}'
re. 1 current within go...rn menl thinkioll.
Hinhn~.1 this J>O""'bilily, Depuly Min~~'

M. r.i...id, ''The- iml""""ion . h",, 1d not be
C....,l'd 'ha l lhe NP i. only seeking . 11;.,.
.goinst th,. ANC ' .

Observe", rea><>n that govern"",nt Ihink·
ing to primari ly inform<od .1 thi, ... ge by
the need. of lhe bu.i ...... communily . lIu. i­
...... rrq"i..... , table environment 0\II"f •

peri<><! 01 live lO 10 y.,..... to f.dll l. te «<>­
nomic growth of .rou"d Ii... pe"""'t .nnu·
.1Iy. Under . uch circum.tance> thl" gene r.1
... r><l.rd 0/ living of the pupulalion would

be . ignif ic. ntly
raised. Thi. would
_ n the p,....u...
lot ",.roo fl'SOOm!!I

.nd .llow for ,he
democratisa lion 01
lhe oociety with"" t
I...ding to • r.dic. l
or """i. Ii.. oul '
~.

In ord er 10 en·
. ure . uch «,ndi·
' io.... it i. neces>OI}'
to h.~. lirm .lat~

which i. co-opt ;...
of ,he "'"~.. elements 0/ ,he opposilioll - in
our co.. the ANC. Suc h • g"..~r"m~n'

wwld n<>1 ""'.... rily be democratic bul
w",,1d be e<>sure<! 0/ popul.r ,upport, it i.
. , gued. d"" 10 ,he port id pabon 0/ the lil>­
...tion mowmenl leadership.

Some .r~ue thai tlMo liber.ti"" ,"""""",nl
wou ld be .u"""l'lihle to .och . ",.togy •• il
is allegt'd nul t" h.w . d.....ocr. lic leader·
.hip 'lyle. They conclude tha i the ANC/
MD"" le<tden;hip is .n ~ite wilh , he ""If·
serving inter",,1 "f m.inlaini ng itself in
pow... Such.n elite w""ld be V<"f)' ."",,,p­
tibk to .,,!.ring inlO lhe "gr. nd coalition" .

11 is inl......in~ thai the ANC i5.ta lking
. b<>ul . n inter im guwr" m~nt. Whik Ihe
e••ct form 0/ Ihi. i. 1'10I d~.r, it "",uld no
doubt imply. link·up betw<'<'n lhe NP a"d
theANC.

T HE ANC can, 00""""", nev.... m(We
witltoullaking it> ba.. along with il. I.. p<>­
.ition 01 .uthority wilhin Ih. c""nlI}' i.
p,...mi....J ott its m' " sUI'P' ,rt. A coalilion
or .n int"';m .<T.ngement which .1",-", lIoI
haw lhe ,upl'm of the peopl~ in the town·
. hipo .nd "",rken io the Ir.d. un i""" i.
d..tinod t" lail.

Oe>pite th i. we ""'y . t.... dy "" ...ing
lhe seed. 0/ . gowmment .tlempt . ' ouch
. n . Ilia nce Ihro"gh th e join, w", king
groupo esl.bli.he<110 c!ea, thp w.y fur «>lI'

stit"ti"",,1 ""goli.liol\O. Gov.mmen l m.y
percei... in t"",", work ing group' Ihe build·
ing block., 01 a '""'" compn>henoiw fu,u '"
<0<11 i,ion.

Anolher NP <>ptitm is an . lI i."", 0/ moo ·
er.... designed to en~.ge in ..... ighl fil"'
WIth Ih. ANC. Th.. widely di...."...,d i e'
entail.t.... t<:r cre. ,ing a",und it..U.n .lIi·
.""" . imila, to ,h.1 of the DTA in t<:amibia.
II could include various bl.ck mooor' le
g""'po, Ihe Democratic r . rty. • nd haw lhe
. upport of kry >ecttJl'> of t,,", bu.i ...... rom·
munily. II ls claimod lhat in a , Iraight n~1
with.n ANC .lIion"", a ","lit;'", 01 mod..,.·
. 1<'> woold ' I.nd • goud ch.nce 01 ' u""""

n.... . """lo li"" 0/ half 0/ 1"" homel.nd
leaden wi,h Ihe ANt .r><l the I"-...ibilily 01
"'h.... linking up wil h il al • 1. ..... poinl
coulil "",k.....ch. gtuup;ng . liIt·bom. Or .1
be. t an . rrangem.nl belween the NP,
lnk- Ih• • nd e lemen l' fro m thr Ih ree
HOlt...... of P.rlia_nl. A coalition of such.
nalure is un likely lO have lhe I",pular c.....h·
bili'y 10 ul""t the ANC'. promin...-.ce.

Al Ihls st.g. lhe p""'iblil;'" remain "pen
with much d~pending "n g"..ernm~nl"

..-.ding "I "" Wh.t k' d• • r is th. 1 it no
longer __ it lf ••• >ing!.! dominan'lorce
wilhin politics. h. fulu.... d'p"nd. ver y
much on g~u i ng t"get h.. with other
groops. JU.I .. ,his could be i nKlh. il
CO\lId also be its major vuln bility

Dnid ShandI.., i• • .-.. ",11 ""n"' ''. n'
f ... ld....


