Lessons from @&

Namibia

Namibia is not a model for change inside South
Africa, but it holds important lessons for under-
standing the process of change, nation-building
and approaches to conflict resolution, says
Antony Goldman, research fellow at the SA

Institute for International Affairs.

AN ATTEMPT to draw elusive (r-

recongilable T ].ur.!ih']*'- betwern what has
passed in Namubia and what awaits the Re-
pubilic failed at a conference at Wits Umiver-
sity in Apnl, organised by ldasa and the
SAIRR

That the task was impossible should have
been clear after the opening speech of ldasa
director Van Zyl Slabbert, who pointed out
11 fundamental differences between the
Pwioy SeCIr oS

In 0 many ways, of course, the experi-
ence of transition in Namibia has been en-
tirely unigque. As Slabbert explained, the in-
ternational community had a legitimate role
to play in lostering change in the former
South African colony. This manifested itself
in the independence settlement, UN resolu-
tion 435, which was the result of prolonged
international mediabon

The birth of independent Namibia was
not, as State President F W de Klerk as-
serted in the last few minutes of colonial
rule, “an Afncan solution to an Afncan
problem™ but the result of painstaking ne-
gotiations which involved not only African
states and the UN, but a good deal of bilat-
eral diplomacy on the part of the major
Western powers, the Soviet Union and its
Cuban allies

The imternational community will clearly
plav a far less prominent role in bringing
about change in South Africa. No solution
will be found without the active involve-
ment of at least the magpor (if not all) internal
political movements

The fact that there exist in Namibia no
parties o the left of Swapo.comprises an-
other fundamental contrast between the
process of change in Namibwa and that in
South Afnca

Nevertheliss, an l.ll'iﬂl"l"thﬂl.."lﬂﬂ of the
process of change and an awareness of the
approaches adopted to conflict resolution in
Namibia is instructive in general terms.
Therefore, the process of nation-building in
Namibia, examined on its own merits rather
than by way of developing an insight into
future changes in South Africa, holds im-
portant lessons

Perhaps the conference’s identity crisis
became inevitable when only a handful of
the 14 invited speakers elected to stick to
their given topics
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Prot John Barratt and Ms Nora Chase.

Gerson Kapmune, a lecturer in exonomics
at the University of Namibia, provided an
erudite analysis of the nature of the Namib-
ian economy and the distortions it inhents
from its colonial past. But he fadled to ad-
dress the truly fundamental issue of
whether the new nation’s economic policy
can ensure both the redistribution of wealth
and economic growth

Even in the workshop which followed,
debate on this critical issue was hijacked by
sterile and predictable abstracted argu-
ments on the merits of the free-market, and
little insight was forthcoming

Mr John Ya Otto, general secretary of the
National Union of Namibian Workers,
speaking on the subject “How are union
nghts compatible with independence?”,
clumsily side-stepped the apparent contra-
dictions between his stated position that his
movement was truly independent, while at
the same hime being heavily imvolved in the
organisation of Swapo, and identifying un-
equivocally with its political agenda

Woltgang Werner from the LUniversity of
Cape Town, addressing the land question,
provided a neat and keenly argued analysis
of the pattern of land alienation during the
colonial period.

But he admitted, with a commendable
degree of frankness, that it was not yet pos-
sible to look seriously at the prospects tor
land reform, since Swapo did not yet have
an explicit land policy or a clearly articu-
lated statement of intention. Nor indeed
were any reliable statistics available

Andre du Pisani of the SA Institute for
international Affairs provided a thoughtful
paper on how the achievement of Namibian
independence may alter the political land-
scape of Southern Africa

He highhighted Namibia's potential role
in mediating the conflict in Angola and the
new dimension that would be added to re-
gional bodies - the SADCC and the Frontline
states on the one hand, and the South Afri-
can Customs Union on the other.

He recalled the Namibian president’s of-
fer on independence day to assist the proc-
ess of change in South Africa itself, but did
not shy away from the tensions which
could still arise in the region as a conse-
quence of South Africa’s stubborn occupa-
bon of Walvis Bay

Du Pisani was followed bv Jackson

Mthembu of the United Democratic Front
Speaking as “an activist”, Mthembu dis-
torted (a8 he later concedoed dunng Jus-
tions) the nature of Swapo's ditficultyes in
organising its election campaign after the
return of its exiled lt';'idt‘l‘hhi'l;‘_ last vear

He chose to overlook entirely what was
described by Namibia National Front vice-
'|;'l|'l_"'1-'|.1;.h.'ﬂ1' Mora Chase as the valiant
struggle waged by Swapo's internal wing
and the active support of the labour move-
ment under South African rule.

IT WAS ot until the OPENINg SCSSI0N

of the second day, when Chase addressed
the conference, that any speaker had been
prepared to admit that with Namiba's in-
dependence only a month old, it was tar too
early to pudge the new government's per-
lormande

New governments, she argued, are usu-
ally given a 10-day penod of grace. Per-
haps, though, it was more difficull for some
of the key speakers to talk freely about the
process of nation-building when so many
clearly had their eves on desirable jobs un-
der the new administration

But the conference did have its reward-
ing moments. The session on “The chal-
lenges of building a single nation” was eas-
ily the most successful and inspiring of the
two davs. Both Chase and Keith Vermeulen
of the Namibia Council of Churches spoke
well, provoking some excellent questions
and a lively debate

Chase argued that the government ap-
peared far too complacent in addressing the
.if-;qt.llmnu of those who had voted it into
office last November. Many in Namibia
were beginning to feel that the concept of
national reconaliation was merely a euphe-
mism for appeasing the interests of the
while community, commercial farmers and
international capital. The difference be-
tween “pragmatic policies” and “selling-
out” was becoming increasingly ditficult to
recognise,

A question from the floor raised an issue
relating to the constitution which had un-
fortunately been overlooked during Gerard
Erasmus's paper the previous dayv: How
could Swapo deliver the perceived fruits of
independence when the constitution, ¢com-
mendable though it may be, had been
superimposed on the existing colomal bu-
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reaucracy?

The new govern-
ment does not have
full access to the
state, nor its re-
sources. As Chase
agreed, a whole
package of legisla-
tion will have to be
passed by the Na-
tional Assembly (af-
fecting for example,
military, police and
intelligence serv-
ices) before the fun-
damental changes
needed to satisfay
popular aspirations
can be achieved.

In the meantime,
much of the old
status quo will have
to be preserved if
the government is
to function at all ef-
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fectively.

Vermeulen explained that the role of the
churches is likely to be of critical impor-
tance, given the intensity of religious feel-
ing, especially in the north of the country.

Nor did he shy away from the contradic-
hons inherent in this role: the church is to
play a key role in English language train-
ing, but will at the same time adopt a less
hierarchical structure and will employ in-
digenous languages more energetically so
that it may reach out to the needs of the

le of the new nation.

women of Namibia, too, must be in-
volved actively in the process of nation-
building, as was explained to the confer-
ence by Nasilongo Elago, logistics officer of
the Repatmation, Resettlement and Recon-
struction Committee of the Council of
Churches.

Black women in Namibia had been triply
oppressed under South African rule: by
race, by sex and by class. They had fought
side by side with their male colleagues dur-
ing the guenlla war. Those who had not
gone into exile had suffered greatly both
physically and psychologically as a result of
the fighting.

If national reconciliation was to be at all
successful, the process had to begin with
and actively involve the women of the the
néw nation.

UNFORTUNATELY, the conter-
ence seemed less interested in the precise
role that women will play in reconstructing
Namibia than in indulging in a dreary ab-
stract debate on the liberation of women in
general terms, a debate which lagged some
way behind current and more sophisticated
trends of feminist thinki

Ten years of majority rule in Zimbabwe
led McNally to the conclusion that there re-
ally had been no need for soul-searching or
identity crises on the part of the whites in
that country. It was necessary only to aban-
don exclusivity and racist attitudes

Antony Goldman is visiting research
fellow at the SA Institute for Interna-
tional Affairs.
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measurement of performance. Available
statistics have proved unreliable and no
form of accounting exists to conduct any
sensible analysis of profitability. This of
course has led to a misallocation of re-
sources on a catastrophic scale.

I was fortunate to be in central and East-
em Europe during the last three months of
1959 and witnessed the dramatic collapse of
socialism. Never shall | allow myself to be
duped into believing the moral and eco-
nomic claims of socialism. The Berlin Wall
failed to blinker millions of people in East
Germany, only an awesome securily appa-
ratus managed to suppress them. Wall
is down now and the big lie is out

The leader article of The Ecomomist (18 - 24
November 1989) entitled “The Soviet Econ-
omy” is explicit and not amenable to misin-
terpretation. [t states: “Even if Stalin never
existed, communism stands condemned as
a historically unnecessary stage on the road
from capitalism to capitalism. It promised
the moon. It cannot even deliver a pair of
jeans.”

Many South Africans have chosen to in-
sulate themselves against the significance of
these events. With a perverse sort of inverse
racism they say: “But African socialism is

different.”
There is perhaps light at the end of the
tunnel. essor Terreblanche is quoted as

asking: “If nationalisation is theft, then

what is apartheid?” Touché, Sampie, you're
WATT.

Keith Saffy

Johannesbury

Searching for a solution

From Page 5
it were to be employed, must be to make
the manufacturing sector more efficient

within the objectives set by the state and |

not to supply the state with a bundle of re-
SOUrces.

Erwin also had some strong words about
the present privatisation and regulation
policies of the government. He said the pri-
vatisation drive was merely handing over
profitable state corporations to big con-
glomerates. His speculation was that the re-
sultant profits would be invested in the fi-
nancial sector or overseas rather than in fac-
tores which em people.

Deregulation EE.'% disaster . . . which is
purportedly designed to increase employ-
ment and lower costs. The evidence that it
is increasing employment is contradictory
to say the least. What we do know ... is
that it is crealing a wide range of dangerous
and exploitative employment conditions™.

In his conclusion, he addressed the issue
of who should lead the change in the econ-
omy. He said that the majority of i
ﬁgﬂ:ly or wrongly, would be unwilling to
see this role entrusted to business which
was not perceived to represent their inter-
ests. He said Cosatu definitely saw itself
playing a role in shaping economic policies,
“through research, consultation and propo-
sitions which we are prepared to discuss
with an

e Gary Cullen

Regional co-ordinator

Building bridges
S‘DUTH AFR'CA 15 & country of

racial tension where organisations are
formed on an onguing basis to address the
question of reconciliation.

We in Pretoria are thankful for structures
such as ldasa, where Paul Zondo has done
wonderful work in bringing us closer to the
white community. Other structures which
assist in building bridges have meant that
representatives from our organisations
have had access 1o formerly alienated audi-
ences. For example, Studente vir ‘n De-
mokratiese Samelewing (SDS) has enabled
us to take the platform at the University of
Pretoria,

Experience has taught us that any effiec-
tive campaign must focus on specific issues,
which is why we took on the “buses for all
in Pretoria™ campaign. This became mean-
ingful and workable through the assistance
and mutual support of our comrades in the
white suburbs.

The release of the African National Con-
gress leadership, the unbanning of the ANC
and the SACP, the South African with-
drawal from Namibia, the growing eco-
nomic crisis and the growing rejection of
the bantustan regimes have all been mo-
mentous events. In the light of these, the
UDF wishes to call for Idasa and other
white structures to consolidate their contact
with other whites in Pretoria, noting that
this is important work for them,

The UDF will always stand on the side of
the exploited and together we need to move
away from the notion that freedom is a

privilege. It is our right.

T
UDF Publicity Secretary, Pretoria

Censorship rests
on collaboration

HANS Pienaar's article on censor-

ship in your March issue ends by asking
how “to push the censorship barriers back
turther™. answer does not lie in articles
which examine at length, along a conserva-
tive-liberal spectrum, the decisions of Direc-
torate of Publications bureaucrats.

Publications Act censorship exists on the
strength of long-term collaboration and
professional failure from librarians, book-
sellers and those who employ them. When
they adopt independent, professional stan-
dards, the system will collapse.

More important, and rarely discussed, is
statutory censorship enforced by legislation
which prohibits the disclosure and publica-
tion of official information covering vital
aspects of South African life: the security
forces and the armaments and nuclear in-
dustries, for instance.

If South Africa is to become a democracy
there will have to be a constitutionally en-
trenched democratic right to freedom of in-
formation which underpins meaningful
participative government. The debate needs
to consider not the latest fashion among ob-
scure Cape Town functionaries; but to con-
centrate on broad issues concerning the re-
lationship between information and society.

Christopher Merrett
Pietermaritzburg



