
For nearly a decade the white community in the Eastern Cape

village ot Cathcart stUbbornly ignored the pleas ot black resl·

dents. A crippling consumer boycott has now forced them to

reconsider. HERMIEN KOTZE reports.

Communication clears
the way in Cathcart

A German
encounter

By David Screen

A PARTY of tz South Africa"; n­
",,,'Iy 'pent 10 days in West G"rmAny "'
~u"'ls of the NAUlThl nn -Stiftu0!l- • Libt-ral
rarty I""ocl.hon in th. , rountry .

Tt..· ~",up . W by Id. ", "" ,i"M I di""'k,r
D.md s.:....,o, WA' N,,-'<.l in Kon i~",' in.., ••
k" ...ly ""',,' town. f1,w kilnm.." .... Im m
Ilonn. He <ornp<" ition "I the grou p en­
.UrN . li"d V. ,ld '-igom,,, dot-. ,. through·
out the trip.

Tho< """ olio l OOi<'<1ive of the v;";t wa; k'
r rovid ,· ,..... group wit" An U'kk"'la ru.l ing nf
lK,w "nd w hy Grrm.my work>. To 1M' e nd .
U.. , i,i t l'oe~n with. two-<lAV "-",, inOT OJ,
, n" ..":iol, politi".1 and <,<un"mtr !n,hlo'
hom 01 W..., (".erm.oy

The ""' , I..,.. d.Y' ,........pent ,-j.iting
,·. r~,u, IN• •• I, _tal,' And M O·l\" rn""'nt.<1
'''lIoob.."" ",". Am<mg tn"", _ ,,"v;,on'
",,,,,,.1 _;:enei<-;, Amn...ty Interna';"",, ' and

• yoo '"<"'!lAn''''' '''''''Two highhjlh" _ OIl<' o n ,"".My oj arri , '.1
.,><1 the ,,1M un I.... d.y of d"", rturt' _ m.de
I.... trip m'..... ' ~. n woN~w~ile rOf many " f
'~e IV'o"p , S~ort ly olt~r .rri~inl\ in 1'1""1
Germ . ny • f.,dn.'inl\ Ih ree houl'S wa.
"""nt wilh sankie " kond" , lhe A!\C "'PI'<"­
...'nlAh,'e in (l"n n. Sankie·. 1"",.. lion wit h
Ihe 1'1..... Germ. n l\o""",men", ",Iuc..ne"
1<' e'*"l:e til<- ANC And her "bvi"u. I"nj\i ng
f", hom" w~'" 0PP",..." I '0 . 11 , She ot...i­
" ".Iy en~'yed discu,";n" Ihe lu'ure wilh Ille
l\" " 'p.

ON OUR d, v " I d.·p.rturt' we ,,,,,nt .
few h"u" .. the .';.,uol """'Iinl\ "f the Wt'S1
G.'rn,.., Anli.Ap.rlh"'d M",·. m.'nl, Id ri.
N. "l"" o f 'he A!\'C. wh" i. ,"lion.,.J in F."
(;""".ny, add~ '0"'" 100 de"-wot...1
th~ g.>lh"";n", A mcmr...r of lhe Id. .. dele­
" . hon . Poul 7.ond o. Ih.nked I"'" AAM COm­
mit_ f,,,- their in~i..tion .nd fo, lhe w,,,k
th<y h.d d, ,,,••nd M" d"inj\ for the di"",­
tran, 'h;><'d m.~.rity in S"u'h Afr ica.

T1>e ,,"''' p . 1", h.d it> ch......., '0 "'.." A
w"nderful . fternoon w•• ' penl o n • Rhino:
.Ttli..'r .flt'r. ,isil k' "n. of lhe a""", mAS­
nifiCO'n' "."les. M. y D.y ,",w u. ;n Coloj\...
w ith it. >lunni'\': c., hedr.l e,dtinl\ " ..._
.nd .n n"I"• .,d i" " Imp......io"i.. ..hil,i­
t ion

An .",,,,.11 imp..".,i"n o f W..I Germ.ny
d",;,\,: a f. irly n.'Clic programme? W...llhy,
ind",'rio,,,. mareri. l;';li<. eflilit'nl and wry
,,-,phi,lic. led ,

T1>e l\n",p i",,1f formed . "'.....iw unit
,,·hi]., .-.tAini"l\ it> individ uAlily AoJ polili­
"al ' g<"nda" We ......"r....oJ with. , I""'l;th '
ened " ' mmil",,,nl ' 0 es,.b li.hinl\' non· .. ·
d.1 dem"cury in Sou lh Africa! r .,hd pa n"
in<luded Id... , taff m<'mbe... l,. d dy Cla rk,
P.u l 7••ndo .nd LA""I ",.ud." ~Iheth.-l.-li

rON"" IB1. ck Sa, h, F....t London). ~.oJLo

Nk"m fe (S" w.tu Voul h Conl\l't'SS trea.",.r),
C hri>li..... Bu' g. r (C. pt' Tow n . no mer), Ro­
chelle R. pp <tXT ,'u l'u ral pro;.""" «>-ord i·
""'"r) . Sipho NI',,·eny. WDF pu blici'y offj·
«1'). Il,ob. DI. mini (UDF " 'gan i,...,-), j"hn
Veld (Arl\'" ~." "",Ii'I ) . nd Ch,;, Ciff. rd
(UCT lec'urer) .

"

C ATHCART is. qu.in' I;tll., ~,wn
near Qt"."n""",n in It>e "".I....n C.pe, T1>e
be." bJu] Did huild ing••nd 'ranquil t"",,­
lined otn't'l' I>.-I;e • wry ~i fl...""'1 ...... Iity;
,hal 01 • ""ry d tvid<'<l comm""ity p l.l'u.oJ
by raci. 1 Ie",ion, u .....mplo ymenl• • ppall­
ingly low "" 1''''. untt'O.hl. li,i"l: « >odi­
'~>o' . JO""ed ",m"v.l••oJ, "",,,,1't'Ct"01Iy, a
",,,-,u,,,,,, OOycon.

Th. ,,,wn is , itu. ted in ' he so-calle<.!
"wh;le .Wfidor" be,w''''n the Cbkci .oJ
Tr.n.keL 5;""" C. ' hcart• • Ion" wilh SM·
leTh.im .nd Ro mj\" h. ve bet-o ",d uded
f",'m ,he ;nd" " r;ol in"""l iu", "", ,,'ed tu
,,,. her low n. like Q"....n"o wn . nd King
Willi.m"",,'n, " h•• ru, ind u.try wh.' ....
eWe. It i, t"'·..h..... I>e",ily dept'Tldent on
,h .· 1"".1 farm in" ",mm" nity f". ",,,,n,,m;':
. ",viv.l.

C.thc.rt h... bock pupul.lion " f .b" ut
10 lUl k". wh"m ",'""",Iy lim;,.>,j " " 'ploy.
ment opp'>rlu n i'ies .,. , vail. b l. in the
, "'All bu,in....nd public "",tu,..,. A m'i"'·
ity of wnr""'" .'" .mploy.,; ., domes,ic
wo, k.... . nd l\.rdene....t w'I'"' "f b<'.
t"'...." R30 .nd RSO . mon,b ,

An t'Slima,ed 75-90 percenl "f 'he people
in It>e ,,,,,, ,,,,hip Iiw ht>lo", the p''''....' r d . · ·
'um Ii ....., l1tt". i<. he..y ",Ii. ",·. "0 mi·
gr.nt la"""r Temil" nres .nd 'he ""n.ion,
,it "",io' <ili,,,,,,., Unemploym"" t i. rife,
E'""ption. '0 Ihi., d ;."",1 sil" . ti"n • '" ,h,,..,
few em ployed . , I• • e........ nUl' "'' .nd P'~

lic..m"" ,
In 1982 lh., F.'" Cape De,·eh'pm.n '

bo.lrd (ECDll) . nno""""," p"n, I", ,t>e d . ·
velopmenl of • new ,own,hip in C.t1" .n.
In . pM o f w idespreAd "ppt", iti"n to the
icI ~CDB 011;,-;,,10 wen' .h....d. The tuwn
h inC<' bet-n ,he . ite of . n on!\Oinl\ con·
f ,nt.,ion 'WeT the "lorn"I" " "',,va l of
resid",," from It>e l (J().y. ....-.I~ " ""n., hip,
Dali",e, tu 'he new , ite, R. li-K.ti, ,h""" kil­
"""" "" a,...y, T1>e imptm• ...,e o f thi. ron­
fron,.h"n I;",; in ,t>e f¥1 IIul, C.lt>e." .. .
very l\ood c.", study in ,II<- g""""'''''''' '''
n...... "",fo""ed " """,i"n o f lorce..t ",moval.

In 'pil<' of l'lr ee,nt V i l~"",'••nn"u ....
men' in 1'11I5 llull ,t>e", would be no mo...
h,ITt'd rt'm o,·. I" this ha,ed pol icy ron, in·
Uo>tl - b<l l in • ""' ....>pl>i>tieot,oJ gui",.

A,,,,,,~ing '0 La"""" n I'l. ' zky (Surplu,
r",'pl,,', Pn>je<;t), I.... crud~ bulld"""r ''''''
. ion h.. been , eplace..t by "...• I. irly ....
pattern involvioj\ .n esc.Ia' ing use o f h,,,,,
tu d . al wi,h rommu nit'" u nder' tl> .... 1 of
",,,,,,,,.1" .

It ,....m. ,h . , ,h i. p.uem l\c""".ll y con·
.i,1> of • th ""'·p""'ged . ' rat"l'lY: ,.... first
'''",' i. tu " nd""",;"" ,..."i,la n<. hy .n."';ng
o r exoC<'rN tinl\ d ;vi,io n. ;n 'he commu ­
nity, hy d'-'''""ing '''j\. " i",tion.1 coher-

en", vi. h.". .."",nl .nd d.·...""ion o f ;ndi ­
v;.lu.l, inv"lved in ....i.,lan'"", and Also by
'he N nn ing .n~ r"!rietion of m..... ;n"• .
Thi. "'.'egy w•• oovi,>u , ly enM"""'; un·
de, the consecu live , ..t~. " f em" 'j\en<y
, in«' 1'11II>

The """",d '''ge inmlv", • p"",... of
""",..,u..ion", • fair ly im nic ',,,m laking
in'o ocroun, ,hat ,hi, p"~- inv"r.... d ...
lib.~.,.' ....'l\1e<:1 oJ 'he a.... uoJer ,h",., "I
remm'.1. lhe wilhd,.w.1 01 ....vires Imm
that . ....nd the I'",hibilion "n , he t'ft'CIi" n
,>I .ny ""COo' b" ild ;"" "",('t" ..." .

T1>e ,ob;.-ctive of thi s " r.1lel\Y i. the a e.­
ti"n o f , Ium ",M i,i"". which wo,,1d "".n­
t.,.lIy ""k,' i, impt"", ibl. h". P''Op1e k' tiw
the,..

The third . nd fin. 1 ...ge i. u.inS lh.
th""1 01 for«'. P",,~e .ft> 'h"-...t,·....oJ ",i,h
",;ng h \ded up .nd for<ibly mo ,-.oJ " r ....
Ih""l""ed wilh k,.. of ''''''pen..ti"n (for
Iheir I>ou..,.), The Sho>' of ,he h"lI,I"""r i.
.Iw.y. h ""inl\

Whi]., . 11 o J the , b. ,ve . Iralt'g].,' have
bet-n . mpl' >yed in Ca,hcar' .in"" 19112, 'he
."'h",,ili .'. in.'i".d th rou g h""t thal no
h>«t'<l ",·m,,,, . 1 wa, ' .k;"" I'r.....,. They in·
, i.led th.>' ,ho", wh" m" ved to Kali-Kali
d id '" volun lMiiy, Acc", dinS to RhoJ...
L;ni"~"'i 'y r.... r<he r h",. Ad.m•• ' he
comh in' lion of 1'l\i.l.tive ",. n"" u",,'ing,
rep, ...i"n . nd Ih. ",fu..1 '0 . lIoc.'e re­
" ", rees k' ,»e ""in l"""n,.., and "l'l!r.dinS
,,[ , he ~,w,,-'h;p u ltima tely h.od ,»e ..nw .0[.
fee, as the mo", crud. form ,>I bu ild",,,,,
rt'mo,a!> b ut .lIowed ,b••t.,••nd H.
. """.. ,,, p. in' ' he ..""..al p...,....,.. ...
"v" lun'.ry" "ne.

D ESPITE wid"'p.....d oPf""i t~m in
the hlack commu nity to the .nnouncement
,>I: pl. ..., f",. lCal i· K. li in I~Hz.. FcUU otn·
<.. I. <'mN,ked "n c'v.lu.,i"" of h"u"", in
the old town.hip f,," compt'n""tiun pur­
p", ..... In ,he <tOlI",;"n ,ha, followed , n.l'
h.od . wrybo.;.Iy...w o ne f.mily••i)\J\ wh••
' p""a< ,,, have been . g, ,,,,ment> to ",Illhe"
Iu>u..,..

In l <Jll) lhe p"""nt "town commiu......
w•• "de<led" in an ~It'<'ion ,ha, d rew .
",e.)\!'< 11 per cenl p'.II. Uy l 'ltl-l ,he d,· ,...I­
opm""l of ;nl•."",('tu", w., rornp1<...>d in
Kali-R.ti. In lhe ..me year ""' ''' w.'''' arbi­
t r.rily in<T!'. ..... tm m R1 5.59 10 R21 .nd •
rent boy«>tt ."'ued ,h . , 1..1t'd f"r 18
",onlh.

The <t,mbined i",ut'S of "'", . nd ..""oval
led ' 0 lhe fonn. ,;"n nf 'he c., ,,,·.n Res;·
d""t. A,"",;",~", (C~,.l .nd the Cat ht:. rt
you,b o.-s.ni..ti<,n (CaYo).

Tile councill"" We'" .,kt>J ' 0 "" ign
Si>me d id . nd or....... "..,re driven nu t 01 the


