NATAL VIOLENCE

Peace at last for

strife-torn

By PAUL GRAHAM

There 5 now, after many previous
attempts, a concerted eftort oy
Cosatu, the UDF, Inkatha and the ANC
tocreate a joint peace processin the
Natal region

FRELD humped mto me recenty m a shack
village outside Durban, It almost happened
literally as he came flying over a blind rise on
his motorhike on the only tarred strip in the
area and my car crept out from behind a
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Hi haid eave The shack village — one of
Thadl utch places in which soms 1.7 muillicn

peraple ive around Durban — because
howse was burm down, 1t was a close thing
hie tells me, as he and his brother were inside
thie house at the time, He escaped despite
STRTTY Jhol at |'|l,. i F s sEling fire to the
hiouse. His brother did noe
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itk areas in the world which receive mne
publicity such as Lebanon and Sri Lanka. In
fhe monitlaring '.1.|_:-1|- dlisnie |:I". AT AT hison

which focuses only on Metermaritzburg
and the Natal midlands — 1253 deaths have
heen recorded between Januwary 1987 and
BAarch 1989 (sec graph)
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”'k‘.l!ri'l'i."|-|-'--! ustained the violeEnce, 4 Con-
ceried affort by Cosatu, the UDF, Inkatha
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This accord made provision lor an adjud-
cation board fo hear gnevancoes Dy either
Cosatu or Inkatha, Mare significantly per-
haps, it made a declaration which established
a commaon fght 1o organise and associate in
the region

However, the board was unable 1o give
ieeth to the agreement and the violence

ontinued. Bul the scene was sef 1od winl K ImE
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A rChiDslog Demie Huorley i March ano
Hiurmy of sulbeguent EtTers and Cormimuneca-
tions, agreement has been reached for a hirst
meeling between Inkatha and a UDEF/ Cosatu
team. Whatever the outcome of tThis meeting
— which will be public by the time this article
dppears — f b process of negotlation 1o
reach the meeting will remain an important
one not only for the region but also tor the
COLminr
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Mr Adriaan Viok, in parfiament. This speech
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Two displaced children huddied in an

gvercrowded room their father and
brother have been killed and thewr mother
IS Missing

came precariously close 1o wrecking the
tentative rapprochement when Mr Viok
4|J[1+-.|r1=|| (] |r|11|||1 ate Chief Minister
Buthelezi in his interpretation of the
violence, In eirlier talks in the Pietermaritz-
hl.jrg FEgIOn anly ;luhhq pressure had en-
sured that UDF leadership was released
from detention to artend. Both sides have
arcused the police ol behaving in 3 partia
manner, although there s evidence to
sugpest that, i general, action has been
taken aEdinst | L t.r.'hq-r than |":L.E|‘-""-.':
loyalists

On the other hand, the role which the
Afnican Mational Congress have played mn
welcoming and encouraging the peace initi-
atives has asisted the process — from the
early letter of Nelvon Mandela to the Chief
dMinister through 1o their statement that
Inkatha, Cosatu, UDF athiliates, churches
and oither relipious INslitutions, women
vouth, professionali, business people and
others “share more common ground on this
guestion than what might divide them™

This sentiment coincides with that ex-
pressed by Cosatu on behalf of itself and the
affiliates of the UDF when it noted “wialst
jwe] largely share a commaon paolitical posi-
tion which differs from that of Inkatha, all
three organisations share an abhorrence of
apartheid and are committed 1o achieving
peace in Natal'

hMr Mandela's letter had earlier called on
all people to supporn efforts for peace. “The
maost challenging task facing the leadership
today is that of national unity. At no other
time in our history has it been so crucial for
our people to speak with one voice,” he said in
the letter quoted in lull in the Natal press.

Tough bargaining between Inkatha, Cosatu
and representatives of thie UDF affiliates
over the peace process is expected.

While a commaon call for the end of the
violence will make a major impact, the reality
it that the wolence s nol |'_'I-l|rl-'|'| dggrt—luiun
between “party  membeérs. 50 the parties, at
this |r1|'::,;|! meeting and amy rh.JI! r'I"uEhl: T |_'|E'.F,"
the ANC, will be trying to fashion a pro-
gramme which will involve all ssgrnificant
1.:’i'll.|p"- i Natal on educ ateon tﬂP-.i—"!l'-:.'ll'l'lF'n-'
qob creation and reconciliation. It s this
programme which readers ol Democracy m
A TeDT chould monmnor if 1|“.|é“,. wish 1o A5arsl
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Mamelodi
message moves
UPE students

ointly by IDASA
iEasterrn Caped andd the Unneersity of Post
Elizabeth SRC. Dr Nico Smith addressed
LIPE students on 17 Apnl. Dr Smith, who =

perhaps best known for the fact that he has

I a progect arrangead

taken up reudence n the black Prefona
toerahiD of AMamelodh wihere he s pastor
ol e Blac CoEregalen Of [T Dutoh
Reformed Church, spoke about ~ The Bole
of the Church in 3 Future South Afrca
Oree canne? ima@Eine that many in the
audience were ol Oeepdy mosed Dy wihat
hie had 1o say and the Comvaction with
whach he wgid 11, The unoerry o someone
who can give account of such first-hand
CAT NS CAnrol b doubied, He testibwed
to the spirit andd resolve of The Mameloo
residents whisch remains unaffected by the
State of r|1\f'r“1'lll v . viln Ih-...-c_:r: e ot
ward show of foroe by secunty Tornoes gmwves
the impression fhat all resistance has been
quelled
He drew a distinction between what he
called the “pre-1948" black person and the
"pos-1948"" black person, explaining the
difference in anitudes of people who have
had to grow up under the repressive apart -
heid policles of the Mationalist govern-
ment since 1948, and those who grew upin
r|'||51 r|1|.|r|l.'1-h-' less=racist pFﬂrIrlti f_w-r=-1'r'|rr=-1|"|.|1
On a lighter note, he related how a
black neighbour of his came back from a
viset 1o an affluent white Pretorna suburh
shaking his head dubiowsly about the
hopes of ever persusding whites who have
such & strong beliet on T one-man-one-
pood 1O ACCEPT  OE= Mg Ni-0niE-y ole’
IDASA wishes 1o offer their encourage-
ment and suppot (o the Linsersity of Poirt
Elizabeth SRC im thewr attempis 1o open up

a wider debate on theywr campas
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KEITH WATTRLISS
C o-director, Eastern Cape

Dr Mico Smith, who addressed
UPE students on 17 April




