
BOOK REVIEW

Useful guide on
conflict

Open (and
democratic)
cities drive
SIXTY- FI VE parti cipant. in an
"01"'0 city" forum held recently in Durban
pl t'd g<"J th""""lv.... t<, ,""courage their or­
~ni..hnns tn di scuss II>< fonn and ronl""j
of a campa ign fo<u,ing On til<' U""'<X"'ti­
.."ioo of G..... 'e' Durban

l'T<lVid ing background informahnn (1M

the "open city" propamme in Cape Town,
lle len Zille spo ke of the lo ng period of
ronsu lla li,,,, and Ih. d<'Velopment o f a lim­
iiN Iocu. manil"'to in ord....- to brin;; t""
g<1h.... . wi M r. "~ of people committed
to an up''''' city_

In a p anel dl""",,,;.,n, "'1' r<>s<'ntative,
from a township civic organi..hon, the
Durban Housing Action CommiU,,",' and
from lh e We.tvill e Resident's Suppo rt
G roup idontifiod the "",><I to co""",,,. ,.
on loca l town.hip L<,."""" , uch OS "'''Ill and
water . u pp li..., livioj\ conditions .,00 vi(>­
I""", a. well as mo,. ov eTar<hing pla nning
and l"l; islative cha ng"".

Any ca mpa ign homing on Durban will
nc.....J to ta\;e into acroun t politica l, ...,n·
n nmic and .patia l i..u ..., according to
Pravin CorJ han 0( DIIAC. 'W e Ilt'ed to
tat \; not o nly about an "pen city h ut about
a democratic Durhan ."

From g" ' u p di""u",km a ron",n.u. bo>­
gan to evotoe around t he dc vclopm,"'t 0/ a
single city « m""iou. n",. and o f t ..... man·
n..,- in wruch decision. ahout t he d i. tr ibu·
til'" of l't.'SOu""," a nd the development of
prioriti"" might be ..1.

A n"mlx>r of grou ps sUAA"'kd model,
w h ich would enhan..., democratic PTOC­
........ in ' he city. They ddi l'lO'J the city in
term. of tM " Durban functinnal area" _ a
metropolitan rcgk'" wh ich . t .....ch... aCl'OM
homeland and municipal and ho m ug h
boundari", and ind ud <'S ""..... 3,5 million
people, almO'lt half of whom live in .wcb .

"Three matte~ most be addressed _ ...,..
souTte . 1Iocati" ... upening the city to aU il.
inhabi tan ts. a nd the administTah 'm of the
city: ' l.l\lrhan MI' l\>ter GMtrow rep"rt<'<l
o n behalf of h is group

There was. st,,' ng rommitment tu d e­
veloping a p rocoss to bring t"lll1her people
w ith diffcrent p rio ri!!.. and opni,"'. 'bout
tM future o f thc city "" that lhey could dis­
cu,s aOO nego'ia'e ,fK>s<, tog... ""r.

" It is i""'k ." ",,",o' d ing to " "" Sl""' . .....
'"tha t at a national wvcl a ttcm plS are being
made tu enter in to negol;"tion. a bo u t the
fu ture con,titutional development "f the
cou n try while Ihe "' ..... is nol being tried
at . city le vel."

A st,,'ring comm iltee has been e , ta b­
lished to reron oene the fo ru m toget h..,­
wi.h any nther in t""-"Sied o rganis . tion.,
r.tcpay<'1'S' a"",xia tion. or individual.. It
will h.lv. OS me mbers " 'P"""ntatives of
t"" Democratic Party, extra-parlia",."ta ')'
groups wor\;ing in wh itc areas. and thc
DurNn Civic Movement.

Pout C TOh.m
Rotli<m ol Oirector

B y Bobby Hel

CO N f LI CT AND THE Q UEST fOR
JUS TICE ' NTR READER NO 1.. ln9t
edit ed by Kt.... N"mborzo,. JOh" Tonl<o
ond Will i. ", 0 o ",..'., En<ounle,
f'ublia.t ion.. l'Io'e""orittburg. __ .

THIS 10 the >econd boo\; by 'he N.­
tional Initiative {oe Reconctliation (NIR),
a {ollow-up to NfR Reader "'0 1, 'The
Cost 01 Reconctli.lion in South Africa" .
fls pUrr<- is to d iscus<; the N .is oIltw
conflict in South Africa whirh d emand.
reconcilia'ion. The editon ma"" it d ea r
in t tw pref.", that the rontributors fol­
low different .pproac!>cs a nd that the
book conb.i.... differenl viewpoints, but
the centr.l .im is 10 .Ii""".. ronflict a nd
I"""'ible ways of """,Iving il "on lhe
basis of • COII\JIl(lt\ commitment to jus­
l ice" .

The fi~1 I"rt of the book fonns a
good introduction, dealing with justice
in legal tenJUl as well as within lhe
Christian tradition . It a loo d;.;ru..... con·
cepts like "the struule" , " ""l\oI ialion",
and "conflict" In deat iUld .rticulate
terms. How"""" some of the chapl....
.re too long aM acad emic for use in
group di'l<"U-s<ions a nd while the ..qu....
tions for discussion" a t ,Ihe end of each
chapler could be useful, U..y tend to be
complkated . nd / or abs.... ct

The """'00 part of the book giv"" a n
ov"",,;'w of justi"" ronflict and viol.....,.
in the Chrlotian tr.dition. Numberger
looks inlo the question of God a• • vi<>­
Imt God. "The just war theory aOO thc
und....-standing of Romans 13 are ",le­
vant and well db,cuso;e<! in this >ection .

The «lnlTibution of Wittenberg i.
very te<hnkal and academic, but wonh
reading. Hi. conclusion, Ihat t he vio­
len", of ......ist.nee .nd 1M vi.olence of
'he state .re evaluated d iffe r...tly in Ihe
Old T""tament. is of importance foT lhe
deh.lte in South Africa and will certlIinly
e vo ke dilf<>re""" of opinion fT"m Old
T""tomerrt sc ho la rs.

The third pan of the boole d eal. wilh
the undlT.!ltanding "f violence under .
broad spectrum of topiCS - induding
thrological qu""tioru; about "who is Ihe
e nomy". a cont..tualisation "f Ihe spital
of violence in South A/rica. ju.lilic. tion
o f violence. the use of evangelism and
Chri."'ianiry to justify oioleru:e (good ar·
tid... by M i' chell and Nicol). " mi li·
tarised lheology" .00 the use of spi ritu·
a lity as legi tim.tion for war (slah15 quo
or struggle).

The chapter by C raham C~ on the
_ io-psycholngical toofs of violence
and Ihe role ",hi"" a Chmtian cumm..·
nity. like lhe Broken Wall Community
in Cape Town, can play in U.. hea ling
of Ihe wound . 01 violc-""", is of morh
pr.cticai import.""" fo r the m. inhne
chUTt""" in South A/rica

Chap'e", in this section tend to be
shorter, which makes for ""sier reading.
but the . truetu re seem. a bil I"""", . For
insta""" the chapter on "'Iu.Wng (ron·
fined to Cape Town, .Ithough the pr0b­
lem is national . nd imme nse) d<>es not
fit in well wilh the .-...t. The practic.l
, u AA",tioru; a t the end o f cach ch.lpter
. '" valuable, if. little vague.

The di"""...i"" in pans four and fi""
on t he non·violent option and its <06t is
of the utlToO'it impon...... and dcmalld.
"";ou. reflection .00 debate, porticu·
larly tile oo--ca lled "third w ay" theology
ul' Adriaan Biorn. These tw o section. a",
practical and highlight org.ni..lion.
working foe a peacdul and just sodety.

They contain. number of ca.., stud·
ies 01 non--violenl optiona.nd are u""lul
for th_ more """""med w;lh • practi­
ral rou"", than with . Oldemic and theo­
logica l debat... They provide .iI over­
view of w hat h.s boon done a nd can be
done in the South African s;tu.tion to
reduce Ihe violence. At the ""me lime
they ""'""" as • a reminder of the rool of
reconciliation.

The last pan of the book••a luabw fur
hoth its <<In ' ''''t .nd its sugg...tions,
deals with "prerequisi"", fo r . non-vio­
I...t society" . It points to t he fact thai
differen t t..d ilions e xis t w ithin the
Christian bel ief "Y"tem; roru;istenl paci­
fi.m, holy wor, just wor .nd a non -vio­
lenl . trug&le for ju.ti"". The writer a r_
gues convincingly lor the latter,

"The boo\;'. mix of academic and prac·
tical material is vaiuable fOT ",.ding,
group d i>ru" ions, group ....-or\; . nd ron·
f<..ren.-e study material. Although some
artlc1"" tend I" simpiify the problem
"""",wh.lt, all ..... a .....u lt of serious re­
flection on the probiem of conflict and
justi'" in South Africa.

"The material is .menab1e to use by
people wi th differenl a pproaches and to
both th""logians .nd la ypeop le. The
guidelin"" loe use in the preface .re
worth taking "-'!iously.

Bobby Not " . theot"ll i.n . nd ai_
•• <hod to the Du. ch Refo rmed

Mission Ch uTCh in Cape Town.

"


