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Siovo gazes
into the mirror
of history

We should rather
ask why so many
communists allowed
themselves to
become so blinded
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Joe seve- DlIltlnding lhtl inhe re nt

mo'al suptI' io, ity 01socialism

•

D ESPITE oblluarles in the Western press, socialism Is not
dead· but it is ailing. The cure, says Joe sieve, is an
" unsparing critique" of the " crimes and distortions" of the
past, and the restoration of the centrality of socialism's
fundamental tenet - democracy.

By~ Wesleoll

IN THE ~ 01 U... " . LoP""' '" _ of
II,. « .......u J""'Y~" In r-.
...... hn~ r!" 0/ """"h. ...
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k~"wn ....-;"II,m ...,.j .1'''''''''''0<)''' ,

Th " fr. n ~ .,Im '..;,, " "'Os m. J ,- by
~Acr ~(""''f.1 .., 'M"'y )' k" Sl<w" in • ,,~

,""1 P<' I"'f till,,J "11.'1 ....... Ii,m 1. ,k..:I" ·,
1I",. ...Wf . w hil" I", urII''' " ,,'ry 1'«......

,.,ry ..·Ih-""n"","",,", h,' .1.., ,;,..", ..
1>.-10,·1 in , .... {U'U,,· "I "" .-.. h, ,,, . nJ its
" inh.,,,,,, , ", ,,,.1 " ' I",ri" ,itf·. And di. ­
mi,...,; t ....· .It'W ,1\,,1 i" whuk' f'l, t 1\,,,
"">en An "nm't1l"" .-.I 1.,1",,·,

In , u p p..rt ,>I ,..... l.w ',..'1'1;",n. ..... cit""
.t.>t"'in ruh" . ....-.I .....·,·... Iy in n.r f-""""
..." ..It;,,-It ""',.. th.tl ,hr !kn'w< 1:.;"", -
...... ,>I , hoo;kw• •d ""'n' ....... In Ihr
('pi.. l ,..1oJ 70 ~ ~ - "".. "".
"" ~.od ""'II, ,h.t. ,hr li","'<1
s... 1U.od ,~ ......,."h ......,"'.
' 1t.In .. p" 00 "" mnI..... do>don per
hr.od ,1t.I. W......". E" wop<'. It .1>0 p<O-

.I -. tu<I . rod """"II" , ""• • ""
"' ""' .,.

" 110" y ...p,"hot ' .....lnn ...._ t....__ ", _of "'""_

....IN '""""'I .. t ~ of ........ -.

........ dtiloJ ... ,.,. , ntd",«'" .-...lIur'" hod·
w~n1_.rld ..' >" Slow> .......

Bod Iw ~~.,; m ~tn>l . .. ......._

........... ""... "l""'" '" 1 mIrror '" It...-
!<"o' .00 ,,,,~. t"'" t ",ri"I""" it
_ '" ..' d >rIt'd t"'" •••p-
......1 '''' ," 1" " nd .
...>lk_··,

......,,"1\ ~lln..m . " , btt"",U<T.'ic-
."' n ,,~ ... . ,.- " .." p ,,·h de-
n , p"rly . 00 'Iw pr..-t..... 01 1-
"m ..i ," do.......u' l< « >n,.",1 .00 « >nc<'I>­
"At.'" 1"""" in 1....• h.o"", t>l • tin y. ""It­
P"'l"1".'ml( ,~,t.." . •' t ....• '"OOAmffi"'l
f"' >l>k·m. ..... n .,...-1' .11 "rk'" in milil(a­
,~", " , Tnt' ~••hn," d i""rt~.-. ..I ",.o.li, m
....' a hi"" " m" ",I.,· ,h., m"" "'" ....' ..,..
)....." ..:1 ,

" It i, "'~ "n"" l\h m,',.t'iy ,,, , 'n)\»I\" in
, ' ,..Ii'piWinl\ ,"y' 'W,' .., mi,I ,-.I '· We
, ",1.1 ,." ....., A,k wh , "",n. COlmm,,·..



•

\
•

In BlJCha,est

i , can be ""i,ho, hum.>.no "n, d""""".'i,
OC" d" se it is oo,,-od un pro fit, ""'re""I>,,.
inequality and con"",,',.',.. power in a
low hand, - is n..,;lected.

Noting that Marx i, t ici.....,ioIl'Y ...... the
futuro "". as • " d l , .." d,''''"",."y in
which the ..., k oIj\oveming ",,,uld no' be
the p"""''''o of • stat. bureaucracy" and
.. " a n .""",iati"" in which ,he f"", d evel­
optn<'nt 0/ .ac'" i•• ronditin" 01 U,.. f" ",
d,>wk'pm,'n, "I oW', Sl,wo as" what went
wnml\ and ;<010" ,. four main s<"'",,, of
'rouhle.

n.., li",t. and pe, ha p> mo,' impo rtan l.
i. th,> notio" 01 the "dkW"",hip of t he
pn>I,~.ri.r·, d".11 with "r.tht". thinly" by
Marx a. a "transiho" 'n • d ...I".. """j.
ety". The ..,,, mplion was ' hat a d Oll"'" o f
"1" .....;on would he • nt'Ce'iS'''y intori m
m,'a,,,re to ... f<ogu.>rd "",,,lutionary Kain.
from I:>olh civil war and , . pitaf;" in'e""l'l1­
Ii"". R"". L,,_cmbu'l\ warn,,j al\"ins, this
a pproach, 'elling Lenin, "F",,'<Iom only for
t he supp",te", of lhe government, un ly f",
t he membe", 01 0 .... party oow"".". n u­
m,"I'OO' Ih,'Y m.y he - is nol fr",dum.t . 11 .
Fn.'ed"m i••Iw.y< .nd e ' e1 u. iw ly f".".
d"m for l he one wh" Ihink, d ;ff,-ren, ly .
ii, rlfroive...... vani,h... when ' f,,'edo m­
""''''''"' . '1"'-'dIo1privilege."

Lenin disagTCed, h"wever, assuming
that t ho> "'P.....,ion """""""'ry" in the im­
medi. l<' .Ilennalh of t ho.' ""'otu tion woold
be "rela'ively mild .nd . ho n hved". His­
t"ry proved him wrong, Skwo . dmil. Ih i.
(how rould he f. ,1 t,,?) but baul ks.t what
he c.ll> Ihe "utopi.nism '" the .narchists".
fl,> ro~ ,.. Ih.t Ihe " <hoi"" of the won!
' d ict. ' orship' ""n.i nly op"'" 'ho.' w. ~ t"
. mbi gu ili.." a nd dislortion, ", but ('(,nlin·
u'"' to ,upport Lenin' < p".ilion ag,in"
l u x"",burg'. wisdom: Ih.1 the "lim;led "'"
lention of "'P"",ive . ppa ralus is jus lified
by t ..... e ..ig,>n<it.. "f t ho> varh,', pM""''' .
fur him i' i< m",,,'ly "unlortu ',>'" I....t t .....
rep"""'ion bec,me. "pvrrn 'n' fv.'ure of
Ihe ....w ..>ciety" and thai the g' p between
soci, li,m . nd democr.(y widened. fo'
l u ,,' mburg it w., inev il. ble.

510vo ha, mo", oou r'ge over ' he ,hn",
other pwblem .",,"' "'the .teady er",ion
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Eastern Europe:
Too soon to tell

WHILE F W de Klerk Is rap idly earning hlmsell a reputation
as the neeeeenev 01 SOuth Alrlca and the media are quick to
draw analogies with events In Eastern Eutope,oYer-si mplitied
generallsatlons ate misleading, In this article, Prof John eaerert
01the SA Inst itute ol lnternatlonal Affairs points out that di fter­
ences between Sou th Altlca and Eastern Europe outweigh the
similarities, and stresses it Is lar too early to make compari­
sons and draw conclus ions ItOm events In Eastern Europe.

THE ,,'volulionar~ ( h. n8" in Ea,tern Europe;n lhe past .ix m,mth, look th,- wmld,
meludlng the "«p''Tt>'' , b~ , urpri",. Th.t ,he", wos chang,>In thy wmd m 1<ffl1l/H~ wa<
ck.r, bul t he e.t""t '" the ch. nge, .nd p.rtirularl~ i " .p<'<'d, W's n,~ p"..J;ct,'<I. O",-"t'

.g. in, Ih,> rou...... uf history has been .ffect,'<I by the ele ......nl of the u","' pvct ,'<I , which
, hoold n.." be Unde"'<;I;""'ted

The ou,ro of Ih,w '''','nl, i, by no mean> de" yet becau.., lho.- b",. k_up "f the " ld
order i• • till go ing on. OI he r govern......nt., ....pvcially in W....tern Europe, which haw t"
ad;"st to new drrumslances, .re ..ill Iryi ng d"'p"r'lel y to catch u p .nd 10 d,~erm in" lho.>
implic.bon, foc Ihem,,'lv,",.nd the world in gen..... 1.

It is Iikol~ t ha i no clear pa ttvm wi ll e merge in Ea...em Eump" f"r ",mv limv, Iv! .1"....
a n,,,,. poli'ic.1 ,rod ,,,ooomi< order 10' ",place Ihe old whkh has 10,,,'<1 Iwilh "nly a fvw
di,ruphcln') for ,he past f"or d,,,.d,,,, Thv t>ld o rd".. pmvid ,'<l ... bilil y of • " .rt ;n Eu­
ropv, but wilhin the slerile fr.n",work of ,h" Co ld War. fndividu.1 countries ""',' ,," <.ug hl
in • milita'Y arod ,,,o,,,,mie str. ngle hold by the 5"" i,~ tlni"n.

II i. imJX'!"';blv th,-rdorv tu d raw rondu,ions . nd 'n I,,,m <k ar I'''''lns al th i, ,t.g"
from w ha' i. h.ppming. II would be vvry mis leading. for in" . ,,,,•.', to !I''''''fali.., .nd
oV<'I'Simplily hy ,,,"ting F.. ,I,'f!l Eurnp" ' s a whllie. What has h.pl",.....'<I, .rod i. >!ill
happening. is very d iff,'rent from "ne " ", nlry 10 anoth,'f.

II wuuld al", he d.ngerous 10 "",ke rompari""', wilh, and d,..Juce k",,)ns f"r, Sou lh
M1i<"a, ""'aU'" lhe diflvrvncvs are much g",. ter Ih. n .ny . imitori li.,.. y ,-", we con , t lea.1
say , hal t ..... dominant u1);e for greater d "",ocr.><y i• • romm,m facto ' , and it would he
surprising if Ihi.. d id no' offo.'Ct us arod ma ny OIher countri,...rou nd 'he world

If ow did Ihe mov ement tow.rd. d emocr. lisation ,tart?
Thv Poh, h pt'Ople led the w.y .Iowly bu l .u",ly ov .... lhe pasl d<'Cade, wi lh lhe p"";" ­

t"""" of t he Solidarity leade rship a nd lhe g""l ionu","", "f the church. (The elvction of •
Polish pope w"' und""b"'<Ily. crucial f.ctor.) Thv a ppoi n'n",n' of Mik hail O>Tb<tch"" ,"

It has been the disciplined restraint and tolerance
of the process of democratisation wh ich have been
Impressive

!len"..al svcrela'Y of t he Sovi<1 Commuoi.. Party in 1'I;l5 arod the d evelopn",nt of hi..
"nvw thin kin!l" was the calalyst.

Cla,no>! and pvrvslroik. in lhe USSR g""eraled • tide of ,,,.'w p"hli<al thinking. which
g. ' he red ",,,,ng'h as il , wt>pt .<ross Ea, tern Europe, eXp"'ing lhe w,-.kn,-. 01 >ocieti....
domina ted by .u, horit.rian rommu nism. The weak........... inc lud ed mounli ng """"o m;c
prob lems , blo. led, i....fficient . nd of....n rorru pt l>urvaucrac;'" .nd, mos l "'''''u,ly, Ihe
ge nvral incompet""ce . nd mt'<liocrity of pI,li'ic.1 I,,,d,'''' wh", in virtually.1I CO"". had
bt'CtJme sen-perpvtu.ling o liga rchies, in",n. i' iw .nd un""p<'O>;", t" the r,-"I ",,,'<I, "f
Ihe p',<>pk'

They were m.in"'i ....'<1 in p<,w,,,. by their """rity fore'es .nd ' he military pro'",-1ion of
'he Sovie! tlnion , It wa, parlicularly Gorbad",,'. " 'mov . 1 01 Ihi.. ,h,"1 of inl<'rwnlion
(which had m.int. ined communi." . yslem. in 11un!la 'Y in 1956, Czechoslov . kia in 1_
. nd vvry nea rly in Poland in the early 1'J80s) whi...h madv it pos,ible for opposi'~1n P<~

Iitic.1 g " ",1" t" p,,'m,~e cad ical P<,litic.1 . nd """nom ic rc/o,m · and even t" con,ider II",
""enhmw of es,.bli.h,'<I n;gim<'S.

Communist panies bo", lhe brun' of t he ( rititi sm over economic hard.hips . nd thv
lack of d"",o.".><y. But in moot co..,. _ Ro"",n i. heing . notable ex"'pt~1n _ ",Ii>rm "'''ve­
m,'nls luo k """ ""en wi thin Ih"", parlies .rod ' he g"",'",m,'nl' lhey d omln.ted , It i.
O(>teworlhy Ih.t in m",,1 .... "'" change ha. t. ken p lace, or i. now doing ''', t ~ ""' gh ....;;0­
li.lion. be'ween pohlkol form. lion" including governi n;; commun i.. pani,,, _ .. in 1'0-
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land, Ilungary, C_hosl"va kia and Bulgaria. These communist parties hay. appreci_
ated that their political 'yst"m, and ",-"nomi"" were becoming in0p"ra ble and that
the status ~uo CtJYld no lonll'-" be maintained.

Although in most Cast... popular demonstrations pl" yed a significant rol. in inllu­
""'inl\ govemlf"-'nts, it h., onlr bt~'1\ in East Germany and Romani, that ma.. popu­
lar action - ,',OOus to the Wes t in the German ca.. and a violent upri,in~ in Romania
- wa, d,'Cisiv. , Contrary to the imp....,i"" cr.ated by dramatic TV cuveralle 01 the in_
"id ,,,,t, "f ma.. p,,~,..t adion, it has bt'e1\ the discipline, "",traint, toleranre and ev.n
,,' ph i, t ica tio n of the p"""" of d"mocrati""tion, whi<'h have been impressi ...... in m,""
ca""s,

Thi, 1"'''' '''' i, by "" m"an, 00",. In "" "ountry of Ea, t" , n Eu " ,!", ~"'1't Alhania
d,~.. a ""mmunist party .till daim t l><' .o le right to ll'wern, and u>nstituti"", are eve­
rywh,,,,, bdng fh.nge<l to allow for multi· party .y""""'. Ewn in the USSR itsl' lf a
similar cha nge has bet'1\ promi'-<'d . as t l><' tide of democratisation 'w"'". N"k from"
fhanging Ea".-rn Europt'.

R''<:'<'l\ni.ing th,-ir c",rent unpopularity, most communi.t parties are .plitting into
faction. or are tran,fmmin~ them",l..., into sociali,t parti.. doser to Western modd,
in the hope of .ttracting .o m. ele..t",al .upport. However, in no country ""'pt r o­
land ha, a 1I0vernment yt'l bt",n elect,'Cl, At the tllne of writing t his articl., Ea,t Ger·
many and I lun~ary w.re preparing to gu to the polls (in Ma",h), Poll> are to f" lIow in
Romania in Ma y and in C"-,,hoslovakia and Bulgaria in lune.

The tt..t, f", democracy are still to rome - in the elt-ctions t l><'mse lves and in th.
subst'l"''1\t abihty of new g"vernrnents to handl. t he problem. of ",<:,<""truction and
uf fulhlhng ad' '1 ua tely the popular expt-datio ns, Only t l><'n will w. kno w wht'lh.r th.
,,'ad;"n aga in. t the autho.ita.iani,m uf fo.mer "'!lim"" and again.t the failure of <en­

tfdlly planr>ed ",-"""mi,.. h., led to a widespread rejet1io" 01 socialist tenels a, a
"'hole, Thi, is unlikely . i/ popular .,p....,ion' of opinion so far are anything t" go by.

It would thus be prematu", lor observers in the W""t ro conclude that a n these
...."ple have bt",,-,me convina'tl of th,· bendi!> 01 ca p it. li, m, ra tl><'. t han perhaps a lil>­
eralised ,w,;',n of sociali,m, The debate on the relative advantages 0/ d ifferent socio­
e<o""",k sy>t. ms is la. from ove' in Ea.tern Eu ro pe. There has been no victory of
one partkula. ,"""'o mi" sy,t,>m "wr an,~""r. While d,'mocrary .ppt·ars tu be n"".­
ishin!\- it is still a ddi"at,· tK,w,,,. which n..'tIs t" be nourisn,'Cl a nd which co u ld "gain
bt' tra mpl, 'Cl und,·rf,,,,,. a ' in t"', past, by a u t",,";taria n i, m 01 the right o. the left .

or I""pl'" 1"'''''''' boIlI at th~ I..wl of ~uv·
,',nn",,,' and rna.. s<><:\a l '''1lani",hnn" th,>
p.,,,,,,,,,;,,,, of .he ron.:..pt of , ho,' pa.rty os •
..anguard of the working do..; and
wh<'lhe, a t Ihe end of the day •.,,,iali,!
d,>mocrary can find ,,,,,I ..p.... ,;o" in a
smj\I"'f"'r1y stat,,"

fie • ...,rt, flatly that "the con""p! of a
.ingle-party sLlte ;. nowh..re to be found
in classical sociah.t themy", describes it a,
a ",h",t-<:ullo poli tical tyranny" .

N""<.>rthel",,s, h.. eundem", the ufldemo­
,~.tic PTa<tice of communi" govemm""t,
and rna.. "Tgani..h""" quuling II"S..I
(truth i> u>ually born ••• hert'Sy and d i....
,.,. ,up'-""liti"") and noting' " With no "'01
right to di"""nt by citi<t'Tl> or .......,n by th..
rna" of th.. party member>hip, truth b<.-­
ca",., more and m"", inhibiW b y • dead ­
""Ing d''Kma , a ,ort '" catt><hi,m took the
pl"'"<' or """.ti.." tiiooght. And within 11><
conti"", of ••ingl,~party sta''', the altema ­
tioe to afti"" fonfo.mism was eith,·. si­
k·n,... o. th,' ri.k of.puni.h......nt as an ......
,'my of the ....~,p1<>'...

0.. tl><' """nomic f.ont. Slooo condemns
t l><' failu ,,-' of """ialism to ow",ome tl><'
" " ' Mo;' 01 ,..onomic a li,· natio n inheriled
fTom 'he capitali,t pa,t". Commiu....'S o f
bureaucrat, 'imply "'Placed "",.d, 01 di ·
,,'<1<'''. bo.·hao in~ with the ..,"'" di,rega.d
for democratic accoun lability and I",vin~

the wmkers in the ",me state 01 powed......
ness and alienation.

'"State P"'p"rty itself has to be trans­
formed int" "",ial prop",ty," he ,ay',
'Thi, inool"" "-'Organi,ing ><>Cial life as a

Too soon to tell

whole '" that th,- producen. at I""t a, a
rolle<lioe. have a ",al say not only in the
prodU'li<,n of _ial wealth but al", in its
dis...._I· ·

51"0,, conclud .... by rep"ating ,I><' warn·
ing that "w e dare n<>l unde"",timate the
damage that has bo...n wroullht to the cao,",
"f """iali.m by the d i. t" rt io n. we have
touched upon" and by , tating the commit·
m''llt of hi, party both to democratic val·
ues and t" an ullimate "pe.>ceful pr"ll"'s_
si",," roward, a socialist South Africa.

Le't t...·.., bo.- any do"bt, .... ' p""' out a
commitm,'nt to a "pOst·apartheid ,tate
whkh will lIua rant ,.. all citi ..ns the ba.k
Tights a nd freedom. of organisation,
.peech. 'hought. p'ess, movement, ,,'Si·
dence, m"""ience and religi,ro; full tTade
union rights I<>r all wo.kers including the
right to <lrike, and one p.,,,,,n on,- V,"e in
free and democratic el.."Ioo.,".

Obviou,ly, thi, po.ilion mu,t be weI·
romed, a, must the u nfortunately rare will­
ingn"". to add ...., erro", and failures in
public. Th.re i, al", scope for debate. nota­
bly about "anarchist utopianism", and a
n.....t I<>r socialists to mow from ..U--crih­
ci,m fa nd critici.m 01 capitalism) ro 'pell­
ing out a programme of action,

11 has been to the great detriment of this
m untry that we have been denied the right
to h",r this voice 1m '" long. May he ne ver
be r""pon.ible for denvin~ u. the voices of
othe.... , '

Shauna \'I~kon w....k. in td...•• pubH.
,,,;00'0' div;,;on.

Busines
against 1

By Shauna Westcott

T HE RESPONSE of the ISE to
Nelson Mandel,,', ea rly and inevitable reit·
.... tio n of a mmmitment to nationa li",li""
is . tark eviden"e of what JC I group ceo­
nomi", u>n.ultant Runnie Bethl.hem call,
"the gap belw....n two wo.lds" .

He fhar_,i",.. the t wo .. '71 mi llion
pt'<lp le in I.mrumt wl\ose deprivation need,
attention" on the on,' hand, and on th.
OIher "a ">phiSlkate<l global ..on"my "'P"
re. e n ted at its highest by the Un ited
Stat"'''.

The two world, d ,,,, 't .peak the ",me
language. "'Y' Bdhlel><'m. citing a "",,-,nt
"hon..t b ut rather primitiv.-- b",a kfast
address to bu,inessmen by Walt,,,. Si.ulu a t
which t l><' gap beI..-,,",n . pea.... and audi·
enre was "amazing", Yet he ad d, tha' " in
Lusaka, in rari. , in Hara"" one d,,,,,, 'Uf'
"""-'<l".

Si, points of ag"-"-'TOent appea r to have
e rnt' '!led from tht... talk. in fo",illn capi.
tal , where "'p"",,'ntah,',, of the " t w o
..-orld." haw managed to cummunicate:

• That t l><'", i, a JIt'Cd for a fund amental
,,-'Struel uring of the economy to en,,,,e , ill­
nififant re<lbtribution 01 w", lth;

• That the "huk<.' is not between ideologi­
cal orthodo,i<'S but 'ather "bow t" 11'-'1 tl><'
mi , of a mi 'ed economy . ight", a, the
ANC, rallo lord.n put, it;

• That the .trUelural pwbl~ms (unem-
ployment. rna", poverty, critical shurtag...
of hou.ing. health and e<lufa tion faci liti .
hillh I" 'pulatinn groWlh, poorly educated
and COn"'1U"ntly un. kill,'tI million.) are
immen..,;

• Tha t there i, littl" or no cho""", 01 re-­
ceiving ma.,ive fore ign a id. particularly
with Ea.tern Euwpe p"-",-nting an alt,ac­
live a lternativ. to W..tern inv"",,,,,,;

• That rapid econo mic gwwth i, n,~''''

sary - Cut, in the defence budget and
equali",t;on uf welfare ",pendit",e will
not be enuu gh to Ii""nce even the mO<!
p.essinl\ n"'-'<ls;

• That ",Iutions ,nould be con,tructed
co-ope,.tiwly ., far., pos>ible,

Whi le t"''''', , i. points are far from form­
inll an ad<XJuate bridge bt1w'~'n Bethle­
hem', " t wo ..-o,lds". tn,'y neve.thel.ss
, cp" "",,t con.id,"'able P"'l\"'" beyund tb.
wa, of . li'll"n. t hat ..-as t n.- order of the
day until the collapse of m,>st of t l><' cum­
munist regim<'S in Ea.tern Eu w pe.

Prollress ,,' ,m id be greate, ..-ere the
loumlOlI cri.i. in t n.- fa p it. IiSl wodd . real
(at I""t to femin!.,t•• ecok'l\ist. and " Bud ­
dhi,t" economi,ts> d '.. pite tl><' scoffing pre­
cipitated by its ..,mewha i early anti,ipa'
tion in communist circles · "",tu re enough
t" force the kind of creative rea"".........nt
now current in the social;',t world.

Fm amon~ the problem, facc'Cl by tho..'

"


