
THE dramatically changed South African political environment
has altered the terrain on which many organisations operate.
Democracy in Action spoke to Idasa's executive director Dr Alex
Boraine on the way ahead for the Institute

Looking to the future
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Or Baraine : faci litating role must
continu"" at grassroots level.

whkh an> g"ing I" d~mand d~bat~ and
d",i,ion . A. w~ ",ov~ lowdrd, a post .
apan .....id S."'lh Africa. Ida.. is well pusi.
boned to Taiso,' ....'m" of lh"", iss","" Be­
caose w~ are abl~ to link op l""J'k from
d,lf~r~nt cnn"ito,'neit... it ~nha""'" t"" fa­
<ili talin~ rol~ w~ have tri<"d to play up till
now, This certain ly wo old apply"," ,mly
10 t ..... land qu....tio n, bol to lh~ buildi ng 0/
a democrahc >OCiety as a ;,' hol~ and pa"
licularly in add"""i n~ t economic qu",,"
lion, wilhoul whkh t political qm'St i,m
i. almosl fo'ik>.

D_ Ida..•• in d~p<'nd'""t posilion <""a l.
any probl.m. fu r il. ",ed ib ility?

On I..... conlrary. Th~ lac! that w~ are not
li nkt'd ;,'ith an y political party n r any
oth<'r in'liMi"n giw . u s a crt."d ibility wi lh
ma...ba...,,] organ i""li""" as w~lI a, wi th
South Africa,," who op~rat~ i n
board",om" top manag"m'''' l a l'l'na , . ""u­
cation inslitu hons a nd who might have
links wi th ,~her polit ical pa rti,..
for too Iun~ South African. have !>t,m i..,.
laIN from on~ anl~ her and th~refore .h" y
don't rea lly under.;land ei.h,', lhe a'pi'a'
lions on .he on~ ha nd . or the lea.. on lh,>
other. and thi> cau,"" considerable mi.un·
der.;landing and mi.inlerpretahon. II Id __",
can bring f""I-'ple !oj;et .....r w ho ",ldom en·
"""n','1" each oth...., it can only ,peed u p
lhe p«>e... to ward, mean i n~ful demoe·
r.><y. This d",.. not n",an we will not con·
, tanlly have '0 dcal wilh t lw problem, 01

Idasa has never and will
never claim to be vying
for leadership in the
struggle in any way
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