OPEN SCHOOLS

Countdown to open schools

By Sue Valentine
WH".E many of South

Africa’s white schools stand
halt empty and dismally
under-utilised, Uepartment
of Education and Training
hgures show that 159 840
classrooms are needed for
black pupils

These are among the stark
realities that have prompted
a host of groups such as the
[J‘Fn.'n Schools Movemenit,
the All Schools for All
People campaign and the
Democratic Party Youth to
petition the government to
desegregate education

Thius far nine schools

have directly requested the Department of
Education and Culture for permission to
open their schools to all pupils. These
schools are: Glenwood High (Durban), Pre-
toria Boys High, Johannesburg High School
for Girls and in Cape Town: 5acs High and
Primary, Rondebosch High and Prepara-
tory, Westerford High, Rustenburg High
and Junior, Grove ['rimary.

Indirect requests to admit pupils of all
races have come from Cape Town High
School, Rhenish Primary School (Stellen-
bosch), three King Williams' Town schools
- Kaffrarian High School for Girls, Dale
College Boys" High and Junior - York High
in George, Brebner High in Bloemfontein,
Queens College Boys Primary in Queen-
stown and Maidstone Primary in Tongaat.

Minister Miet Clase has shown some en-
couraging signs, suggesting that at schools

ar

Open classrooms: soon a familiar sight in government schools?

where parents support desegregation,
classrooms may be opened to all. However
he has yet o give any clear indication of
change, offering only a stock reply to ques-
tions about the destiny of “whites only”
schools and the possibility of opening such
schools and teachers’ training colleges to
all races.

This reply states; . . . the department is
at present conducting an internal investiga-
tion regarding the provision of education.
The investigation is making steady prog-
ress and the results will be announced
once the investigation has been
completed.”

Just where the system of education in
South Africa is headed has been touched
on by Nelson Mandela who stated recently
that the ANCUC would respect the many
separate cultures within the country and

would allow each commu-
nity to run its own schools.

This, he said, was in line
with the ANC's policy of
tighting all forms of domi-
nation. Speaking at a rally
in Harare, Zimbabwe,
Mandela _said: “"We have
suffered for all these vears,
many of our children hawve
paid with their lives. We
know what hardship is
brought by any form of ra-
clalism.”™

Whatever policy s pur-
s sued the hinancal fads of
education in South Africa
cannot be ignored. Accord-
ing to the executive direc-
tor of the Institute for Educational Re-
search at the Human Sciences Kesearch
Council, Dr S W H Engelbrecht, South Af-
rica cannot afford its present education
system. He said if the per capita expendi-
ture for whites (approx R2 500) was ex-
tended to other population groups, school
education would cost the country K37 bil-
lion this year.

Dr Engelbrecht says desegregating
schools and sharing of school facilities
would not by themselves be the solution,
but such measures would be part of an
ANSWET,

He added that by the year 2000, there
would be 471 (00 white children aged be-
tween 6 and 11 and 5.5 million black chil-
dren in the same age group

Swe Valentine is Publications Assistant
with Idasa.

NAMIBIA: A NATION IN THE MAKING

19 - 21 APRIL

WITS UNIVERSITY, JOHANNESBURG

The conference hosted by the Southern Transvaal office of Idasa and the South African Institute for International
Affairs, will focus on the issues of transition facing Namibia — and the lessons contained therein for South Africa.

The programme includes:

® Can Namibia's economic policy assure growth and .

redistribution?
The role of whites in transition

The land question

a Swapo government.

Women's role in the independence process

Building a single Namibian nation ®
The relationship between the union movement and

Speakers include:
Dr Libertina Amathila, Swapo Minister of Local

Government and Housing Designate
® Dr Peter Katjavivi, head of Swapo Research Depart-

ment

® Justice McNally from Zimbabwe

Mr John Ya Otta, general secretary of the National
Union of Namibian Workers

® Dr Van Zy| Slabbert, Idasa director

Costs: ® Members of the public: R75  Other categories eg. students, organisations, companies: On application
For further enquiries and bookings phone Lisa or Nancy at (011) 403-3580/1/2/3



