ard Cowling and Errol Moorcroft.

The burning question of ecology and the
need for urgent action o avoid cata-
strophic degradation was raised but not
carried through sulfic icntly,. Numerous

sakers stressed that South Africa had

tions of free and fair transactions and se-
cured individual rights. [t had been estab-
lished by way of physical conquest, de-
tailed and complicated contracts between
governors and illiterate chiefs, and in the
context of missionary outreach and mineral
acquisitions. Once land was obtained it
was granted to loyal European citizens.

Claassens said that time and again in the
course of her work she had traced the ori-
gins of title deeds at the Deeds Office to
find the land had been granted by the state
to a white person.

Farmers assaulted their workers as a
matter of routine, she said, and were so
confident of ..|4.'!.|mll.1| that they n-,-!,-u,-.n“-l
the events o the police themselves. This
was the case recently when a farmer who
had beaten a crippled worker to death was
fined K100 “Swuch incidents are imcreas-
mg. she added

Land wa= takenm from ].'uﬂplu.- lhr-.'-uz.:h
force and trickery, not through fair prac-
tices. The enfire svstem of private pn-i:‘u'rh
was bound up in racial terms

Ghe said it was necessary to dwell
this history because similar practices were
being recreated daily. The land laws and
Gnmp Areas Ad were siill in foroe and the
present realities in which communities,
identified by the government as black
spots and in the process of reseftlement,
struggled to stay on their land were ocour-
ring under the cabinet of the current State
President.

“We must move the debates away from
the ideologically bound reference points to
se¢ who is on the land and what is hap-
pening there,” she said,

In an eloquent historical overview, UCT
historian Colin Bundy offered an under-
standing of the land question in which he
identified certain themes which could ex-
|:l|;|'m the Flrrgiq'nl situation and constrain
future developments

Firstly, throughout its evolution, capital-
ist agriculture in South Africa had been an
arena of backward and brutal social rela-
tons. Until 1980 agriculture was the largest
single employer of black labour and farm-
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virtually reached a ceiling in terms of
available agricultural land and present
sysiems of arming could not be sustaimed.
There were also differences between dele-
gates over what sustainability meant and
how to deal wath i

There was consensus, as Mike f:ﬂt'agv
spelt out during the final session of the
conference, on the importance of the rural
land ssue - whether it be a concern over
agriculture, acorss to land or agranan rela-
tions. Delegates also agreed on the need
for concrete actions o effect u'l‘un;._ﬂ-:_ that
there was a lack of relevant and detailed
information on vital areas (white farming
was one such arca) and that more case
studies were needed which involved
people from those specific arcumstances.

Sue Valentine is Publications Assistant
with Idasa

UCT academic Mlhe de H'.Ierh ﬂmu
helped organise the conference

workers were the worst paid labour force
In this context, Bundy asked whether
wiilhd e puh-.:hh' to retain soctal relations
itke these in a different state. Could they
be reformed or should they be Tundamen-
tally transformed?

Secondly, capitalist agnculiure had re-
lied heavily on the state for iis develop-
ment. The supposed “supenor ethoency™
of capitalist agriculture possibly needed o
be revised when considered in the light of
state aid and repressive legislabon to se-
cure land and labosr

Thirdly, the evolution of capitalist agrni-
culture had taken a long time and non-
capitalist methods of larming (such as ten-
ant farmers) had persisted until the early
1960s in some cases, Bundy said the I.1‘:|'|],"|'|I-
cations of this were that an extremely pow-
erful popular preference for peasant farm-
ing remained.

Ultimately, Bundy reduced the situation
to two options: can rural social relations be
altered significantly enough and the hun-
ger for land addressed if large-scale agri-
culture is left intact? Or, can the national
food supply be sustained and can the
countryside feed the cities if things are sig-
nificanthy changed?

To Page 6

Endangered
by freehold

By Sue Valentine
T HE DANGERS of freehold tenure

and the msecunty it ultimately produces
for poor rl,"l_lpll.' was (et of the themes o
cmetge from a paper on land tenure in
black rural arvas delivered by Unisa an-
thropologist Cathenine Cross

She argued for three possible reformed
torms of tenure frechold or indeaduaal
tenure, which she sugpested was saffe only
for the nch; modified indigenous tenure,
the mode for most Afncan forms of ten-
ure; and state leasing, a famihar svstem
under which black people hold land at
present, bul one which might be difficult
to “sell” to the white community

Cross stressed that it was not necessary
to find “THE" tenure system. Most impor-
tant was to provide security and allow for
the creation of tHexible and accountable
i ols.

Expanding on her statement about the
Li:li‘lhi_‘TH of frechold tenure, she said
people did not realise how easily freehold
(in comparison with communal tenure,
where security is relatively good) could be
lost

“Freehold land is only secure if people
can p:w." shee sald. “All too often freehold
land is timebound. People with a low cash
flow run high rsks of losing their land on
a mortgage or because of not being able to
pav their taxes An enormous amount
of land was lost on mortgages in the late
19%th century.”

she suggested that in the prosent sifu-
abhon potential black land owners are at-
tracted by the prispect of frechold tenure
because they sov whites apparently retain
ing controd of their land on that basis
However, whatl many aspirant black land
owniers do il realise B e amount of
economic support white landowners re
ceTve

Cross acknowledged that in the present
fronoimc chimate i South Atnca whites
oo were in danger ol losing their proper-
ties because of escalating land and hows-
ing costs and bond repaymenis

Another danger contingent with free-
hold tenure is the polential erosion of
t:rnpnwurmt'nt and cguity "11.:}1|.1rh4_'|;|]]:|.'
ireehold sevms o b a lair syvstem. but
when land is lost - due o a range of cir-
cumstances - il inevilably goes to rich
landlords from whom the former land-
owner Lthen has (o seek work as a tenant.
The power structures consequently emerg-
ing from frechold tenure tend towards the
inequitabli.

Cross suggested that the violence in
MNatal was related to the prevailing land
tenure system: because much of the land
15 frechold neither government nor home-
land structures can control what happens
in such I:nv.'nhhl!,!-.. [ e vn.lpti:m of phj.rhr-
cal violence thus CMETEEs o the lack of
bureaucratic control the authorities can
exert on land owners



