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Peace mission

“Don’t paint us all by them,”
the general said. “We're proud
of our record. We're ashamasd of
what those people do.

In fact, the anguish behind
this remark crupted on the last
tull dav of the conference when
tormer officer commanding
Lapx
Marminer rose o speak for “the
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Marriner went on to warn the
MK delegation: “We are mild
compared with what vou are
poing to face in future negotia-
tions,”” and to urge that MK
took advantage of the advice he
and his colleagues could ofler
on how these might be handled,

O the other hand, ANC /MK
delegates and others chose to
exert considerable sell-restraint
and diplomacy in the face ol
what ANC leader 1 habo Mbeki
delicately termed
trom the pasl
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fthe sucoess of the conference
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Mbeki could sav, with the sol-
emn suppor! ol all: “We will act
together as comrades because
wee are united in one [NRIRRTRRTRIN
resolve o end the terrible situ-
ation at home as quickly as pos-
sible so that our country can

live in peace.
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Reluctant soldier
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to defend our people”

He appealed to the govern-
ment to realise that the ANC
had many disaplined members
who could play an important
role on the sround, including
the control of Instances of in
timidation and vmolence

i WS Tl'i]!'l.'_ Thfn,-!nn-_ fior the
government to drag its fect on
the gquestion of the return of ex
b= and release of political prs
TS

In an attempt to bndge the
cultural gap between the lech-
nocrats and those who use the
language of political struggle,
Ham oftered this description of
MK

‘Al the beginning we were
only a few individuals, making
home-made bombs. We had no
facilities, no bases. But
"-L-Ll'Tt"lj SOIME SUOCrSSEes, Wi Ve
won a sophistication. We've hil
Sasol, Koeberg, Voortrekker-
hoogte, police stabions.

“We were inspirers and or-
ganisers, we generated a spiril
of defiance, and the vouth re-
sponded. The state had to lake
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note of us

We have been able to
scratch at the regime in our own
way. We were like a flea - hence
the cross-border attacks against
us. We became an example of
the spint of no surrender

We've takem a beating
Many of us have died. We have
won no termitory. But in the
townships people are singing
the somes of ME,” he sand

(Mt the publc plattorm. Hami
reveals himselt as a reluctant
soldier, involved in armed
-ulru_;;;.:lr ot of necessity. nod
oul of choice™

According to a number of
{hanned ) }ujhii...,.lti-.rn-_-_ he is a
man who has acquired a reputa-
tion over two decades as an of-
ficer who leads by example. His
exploits in outwitting numerous
attempits on his life by SA gov-
ernment agents in Bolswana
and Lesotho are legendary.

He is obviously loved and re-
spected by those under his com-
mand, some of whom expressed
outrage in private conversation
at the way Hani has been de-

monised in the South African
I'lﬂ_"i'h

Asked to comment about
this, Hami hims=elf savs thas: “1
am not a torturer. | passionately
believe in social justice and 1 ex-
lend this eéven to those who
have committed cnmes against
the AN

| have campaigned for a
code ol conduct for captured
prisoners It's out of characier
Ior me o use orure agamst
those already in my hands. |
fight them, sure. That's a differ-
ent thing
| was completely bewil-

derid o b accussd i the press
of torture. | don't believe n
capital punishment - for anyone.

“1 don't even believe in cor-
poral ;mm'-hl':h'nt I abhor any
form of treatment that dehu-
manises people. 1 believe in
creative, rehabilatative punish-
ment that has the potential Lo
transtorm a person.

“In our ranks, the label is
he's too liberal, he's too soft’,”
he says, and he laughs,

Such are military tales . ..

IN THE warm Jambian

night, three men sat talking,
laughing, drinking beer - Paul,
Elliot and Martin

Martin and Elhiot could have
met as bovs in Natal, One grew
' The
staved in Clermont after school
They could have shot each
ot hier dead m Angola in 1980
198]1. Martin was a parabal
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was staboned at

of Fapia lorces in the arca

A little later and Paul. a for
mer heutenant in mialitary intel
igence, could have debrehed
Martin or handed Elliot over o
INETTOEators

He tells a
was in a helicopter with a pns
oner. The man was blindiolded
and his arms pinioned behind
his back, elbow to elbow

Paul’'s duty was to hand the
prisaner over o imlerrogatons Jl
the end of the chopper ride. He
knew the prisoner was probably
going to die

There were others in Uw heli
copter, He put his hand on the
bound man’s thigh, touched
him and hoped the touch told
the man something of human-
1Ly

Such are military tales.

Paul Says he is nol |.|.111'r:|_1,'|rd
Martin says he left the church
while he was a soldicr

story of how he

Former parabat Martin Birdwhistle and MK political
commissar Elliot Mduni.

He tells of crossing the Ango-
lan border during the 1980/81
IMVASION - {'\‘|,1-r.1ti| m 'robea = the
SADF called it. Some 15 ve-
hicles and thousands of troops
paused while the army padre
lold them: “This is a just war
Chwver there is the enemy. God is
with you,”

Martin shakes his head, “You
can’'t be part of the church in
the army,” he says,

Elliot takes a different view,
But he joined a different army

“Up to this moment 1 still
draw strength from some relig-
ious teachings. They hold a lot,”
he savs. “The first time | read

aboul the nisd ol -h;inng was
not in Marvist books, it was in
the Bilsle™

They agrice thal “thie basis of
the Bible is social justice™, that
“it's a socialist book™.

They pursue parallel paths --
Flliot seconded from MK to
trade union work, particularly
with the Food and Allied Work-
ers’ Unton, Martin to a person-
nel job in the Natal sugar indus-
try with the same union.

Such were the encounters
during evenings off from the
formal business of the confer-
ence. Such is the tragedy and
the promise ol our country.



