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Nation-building

highest political lovalty of the citizen is
owed to the nation

By positing that the highest political loy
alty is due to justice, pluralist democracy
Limitation historically  at
tached to nation-talk and contributes to the
introduction of a new diom. | oné assumies
that conceptual change is a torm of }"|L|Ith.i|
innovation, one realises how important it s
to take a new political idiom seriously,

It asked to answer the question of how o
build a nation in the South African context,
[ could try and join the discussion by sum-
marsing the most positive aspects of the
above viewpoints of nation-building. How
ever, at this stage at least, my task as a phi
losopher is o nvite all participants not
only o look at the proposals mentioned
abwe, bul o queshion the vahdity of the
paradigm at the basis of thas discourse

My contacts in Europe with political sci-
enbisis and puhl:u.ll observers of the Euro-
pean scene left the impression that the
Jominant trend is o view the nationalist
paradigm as a relic of the past

They view with trepidation, examples of
nationalism in East European countries lib-
erated from communist rule. These people
are =0 s on reviving the myth of the nation
that the positive experiences of liberabon
are immediately polluted by the idea of na
tionality which inevitably embraces the
mwntality of exclusivism

Tvpical of this mentality is the Bulganan
slopan: ““Freedom for the Bulganans. Turks
g0 home.” The myth of nationhood s used
to legitimise the contradictory fact that the
reality of liberation becomes the basis ol
discrimination and oppression. In all such
cases, freedom is interpreted nationalisti-
cally, which implies rejection of those who
dio not it into the nation

WHAT i= needed in South Africa s nol

a oomcern for the building of a nation. In-

need to creale 8 democralic sod
a commitment to ackle the most
pressing problems related to political. social
and eOomormic st e

At this stage, my advice to fellow South
Africans would be: Instead of wasting en
ergy in trying to build a nation, rather ac
cept the shared responsibility for creating a
democratic culture.

Ihis is a long and difficult road. It lacks
the romanticism of the notion of nation
building. It demands eternal vigilance,
holding off gods and tyvrants whether in the
form of totalitanianism (which s easily de
tectable), or in the guise of the myth of the
matsen (the vosce of the F"'l"ll‘;."IL' L‘L]I..I..'Il.l.‘.j with
the voice of God) with emobional appeals
for 4 common natonhoosgd

Van Zvl Slabbert has refermed to the tact
that social and economic problems i South
Afnca have, with increasing intensity, “oul
-‘Ir:r-]n-..i the capacity of the existing politi-
cal framework to deal with them™.

| would like to go one step turther and
supgpest that our problems have also out
'-.‘I'ri!'ll;'lﬁl,l the capacity of the existing invte ]l
tual framework. What | propose is that we
seriously ask ourselves whether the dis-
course of nation-building 15 mot an r.“'--.ll'l'-l‘h'
of an outdated intellectual apparatus con
tnbuting to the paradigmatic cnsis in whaich
we are involved.
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PEACE MISS
0 Lusaka

For the first
time in the 30-
year conflict,
arch adversar-
ies — the ANC's
armed wing
and members
of the defence
force — came
together in a
bid to start
talking.
SHAUNA
WESTCOTT
was there

ONE of the most terrible and tragic

crimes of apartheid has been that it has
forcicd the finest and most
South Africans o leave horms
how to kall

This observation, made in
text by Albie Sachs, acquired a haunting
poignancy during the conference on “The
Future of Security and Defence in South Ag-
rica”, which was hosted in Lusaka by ldasa
and the ANC at the end of May

For it quickly became clear thal there 1s a
strong anti-militarist tendency in Um-
khonto we Sizwe (ME) and that many of its
commanders and cadres are idealists with
oo love of "~I."]11Ir.‘1"1ﬂ:-_‘.

As MK chiel of staff Chris Ham puts it
they are imvolved In armed strugele “out of
necessaty, not out of choice

idealistic ol
and leamrn

art beier Con-

This was one of the sub-texts of the con-
ference, which brought together an ANC
MK delegation of about & with a diverse

home delegation™ incdoding Citizen  Forc
officers, “homeland’ militar
strategists and acadenucs retired senlor
SADF officers, conscripts, ECC activisls and
church leaders.

The purpose of the conlverence, as ex-
pressed by ldasa Western Cape regional di-
rector Nic Borain, was threefold

Firstly, it was a “peace mission’

colonels

The
hope was that after four days together
delesates would be able to
EhelT CORTIETELN h'.lr1..!|[13t:-.

acknowledee

which = the hrsd

shep o reval peace’

Secondly, it was o be a lorum for Mex
ploring ways to de-escalate the conflict and
L F‘-_rl.-‘.q_-n'. traged s like the one that ac-
companied Swapo’s return home

Finally. the aim o start the
sion about the shape and role of a future
detence Torce

There is no doubt that the conference
went a long wav to achieving those goals
and this 15 retlected in the unanimous state
ment issued at its conclusion, which spelled
oul consensus on 4 number of 1'|1l1]141r1.1||1 1=
SLIPS,

Among these were that:

* A mutually binding
tlitics” between contending military  forces
should be negobiabed

* MK should return to South Afnica as
SN &S ]'.q_"\-_;‘-,'lil.l‘ll.'ll.'- O ovia .3'.'I|.|: shiould be
permilted to use SADF tacilibies in this
Process

* The SADF, MK, ithe “homeland
and olher military forces should b
grated into a new, smaller, non-racial and
non-partisan professional force fully ac
counlable 1o p.:rlu.um-nl,

* Conscription should be phased oul;

* Nuremburg-type trials were “inconsis-
tent with the spirit of negotiations” and
were not on the agenda, but this should not
b¢ constroed as exoneration for future
AlrsCibe=

Although the SADF declined an invita

bion 10 =&nd a formal detegatyon o the Con

el |.1|""| LS

"ressation of hos-

AFTNR=

il




AASHILF LCWEARL

ference, both serving and retired officers
made it clear that the SADF would receive a
full report on proceedings.

They also made it clear that the dismis-
sive atbitude towards the conference of De-
fence Minister Magnus Malan was nol
shared by the top echelons of the SADF,

Former Permanent Force Commandant
Jakkie Cilliers, responding to a quesbion
about SADF support for President F W de
Klerk, said this:

“From discussions with the highest levels
| am convinced they realise very fully that
there is no alternabive for South Africa bl
to move fully and rapidly to a political solu-
bon.,”

Indeed, Cilliers and others closely asso-
ciated with the military — including Major-
General Wally Black, Commodore Andrew
McMurray, Commodore Vic Holderness,
officers of the {'.1|.1u Town Highlanders
were adamant that as early as 1976 the
SADF were pleading with the government
to find a political solution.

Cilliers awpru:-hml the view that obstacles
o the negotiation process were more likely
to come from the police than the SADF, al-
though he admitted that support for De
Klerk in the rank and hle of the SADEF was
"another issue™.

Both he and Black (“the general™ to all
delegates) distanced the SADF from the
“special forces’ under the command of the
chief of the defence force.
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TH E man while

South Africans have
been encouraged to
hate, 4Y-year-old
MEK chief of stafl
Chris Hani, is as
skilled i the art of
human relations as
he 15 in guerilla
warlare.

During the five
dayvs of the conference he was humorous
and indefatigable in a quest for hearts and
minds that, judging from the sidelines,
seemed to have considerable success.

Almost equal to their chiet in diplomacy
were the about 50 delegates from MK, who
showed great restraint in the face of com
ments from the hawks of the home delega-
Hon who were often unconscious of the rac-
ist and sexist attitude revealed by their re-
marks.

Hani himselt was deploving jokes on the
first evening, challenging Citizen Force offi-
cers to early morning jogs around Lusaka,
gleefully reporting the opinion of Major-
Ceneral Wally Black (former director gen-
eral of operations at defence headquarters
in Pretoria) that Hani would rank no higher
than lieutenant in his army

COne of the most delicate moments ol the
conference, for the anti-militarists in any
event, was when ormer Permanent Force
Commandant Jakkie Cilliers presented
Ham with a glossy. Armscor I.':-.'I]T1E"]l|1.'|..

MK chief a
reluctant
soldier

ABOVE: Colonel Gabriel Ramushwana (Venda detence force chief), Major-General Wally Black
(former director-general of operations, SADF HQ), Chris Hani (head of Umkhonto we Sizwe) and Thabo
Mbeki (ANC executive). LEFT: Hein Grosskopf (MK), Paul Brink (former officer commanding Cape
Town Highlanders), Colonel Gideon Meiring {SADF intelligence officer).

“I'm sorry I can't
offer vou a director
ship,” Cilliers said,
entering into  the
spirit of detente,
while Ham devoted
himself to making a
gpreat ado of point-
ing out particularly
wondrous  weap-
onry o those sitling
near him

Earlier, in the first paper delivered to the
conference, Hani came across in the image
of the scholar-soldier, giving an historical
overview of armed struggle before furning
tor the present situation,

“Calls lor our unilateral abandonment ol
the armed struggle, in the face ot persistent
police and army brutality; in the face of a
battery of laws preventing normal and free
political activity while giving sweeping
powers Lo the SA security establishment,
are as unfair as they are unrealistic,’”” he
saild.

(Cher “ominous signs’” disturbing to the
ANC were “benign tolerance towards Lhe
activity of the right wing and vigilante
groups, apparent hesitation to release po-
litical Pri"—-l::ﬂll.‘]"-\... and th'|.1|.l.'l'||'l1lt'l'|| of the no-
torious mercenary Battalion 32 in the explo-
sive situation in Matal™

As long as this kind of vielence contin
ved, Ham said, MK would continue with
the armed struggle. MK had “a moral duly
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Peace mission

“Don’t paint us all by them,”
the general said. “We're proud
of our record. We're ashamasd of
what those people do.

In fact, the anguish behind
this remark crupted on the last
tull dav of the conference when
tormer officer commanding
Lapx
Marminer rose o speak for “the

Town Highlanders Tony
delegates of the SALH

We don't have 1o be con
vinced of the pstice of the ANC
o B b =aid Wi
b here if owe didn't believe we
med stretch oul our hand= o
the orsanisation
bly will be part of the future
:-_"ht"‘nt'['ﬂﬂ'l-l'r'lt

By the
j"|_3'l. en L Ooemae hi, e i th' ".:|hj|1,-|_t,
attacked and idemtitied with ter-

wiol i mol

which mevita-

S0 T

rorists and atrocities. We are

'“n' J'|1'|'|.4.' Iu“nl.-.q'qj i
soldier's code™

Marriner went on to warn the
MK delegation: “We are mild
compared with what vou are
poing to face in future negotia-
tions,”” and to urge that MK
took advantage of the advice he
and his colleagues could ofler
on how these might be handled,

O the other hand, ANC /MK
delegates and others chose to
exert considerable sell-restraint
and diplomacy in the face ol
what ANC leader 1 habo Mbeki
delicately termed
trom the pasl

soldier=

‘baggage
Delivering the
Mbeki said

an obligation to

Closing address,
delegates had
ourselves and o oair !u.-nph- fi
sustain the process of Moving
forwand toeether

For this provess 1o lake place,
Il Was NeCerssAary o
eood Laith 1h
buien adversaru=

IT IS imipamaible L stim P an
! i

four-das

%5 L1 T

HI.-.l‘l-l W i h.h.i

one artacle a confer

ence Charactersad by hagh-leved
mputs (an awesome range of
papers)
conceplual gull between two

hueely difierent political cul-

teroe debale, and e

tures
A book, doe owul as soon as
:|_"~|l-.-1l"'||_', and seminars in the
various urban centres of the
country will atempt that task
Howwever, il 15 a8 mcasure ol
fthe sucoess of the conference
thal
Mbeki could sav, with the sol-
emn suppor! ol all: “We will act
together as comrades because
wee are united in one [NRIRRTRRTRIN
resolve o end the terrible situ-
ation at home as quickly as pos-
sible so that our country can

live in peace.

in its ||1|"1III.:|‘1 minutes

LShauna Wesloatl warks in the
l,'luh[iq;.ﬂiu.n-. division of
Idasa.
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Reluctant soldier
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to defend our people”

He appealed to the govern-
ment to realise that the ANC
had many disaplined members
who could play an important
role on the sround, including
the control of Instances of in
timidation and vmolence

i WS Tl'i]!'l.'_ Thfn,-!nn-_ fior the
government to drag its fect on
the gquestion of the return of ex
b= and release of political prs
TS

In an attempt to bndge the
cultural gap between the lech-
nocrats and those who use the
language of political struggle,
Ham oftered this description of
MK

‘Al the beginning we were
only a few individuals, making
home-made bombs. We had no
facilities, no bases. But
"-L-Ll'Tt"lj SOIME SUOCrSSEes, Wi Ve
won a sophistication. We've hil
Sasol, Koeberg, Voortrekker-
hoogte, police stabions.

“We were inspirers and or-
ganisers, we generated a spiril
of defiance, and the vouth re-
sponded. The state had to lake

W A

note of us

We have been able to
scratch at the regime in our own
way. We were like a flea - hence
the cross-border attacks against
us. We became an example of
the spint of no surrender

We've takem a beating
Many of us have died. We have
won no termitory. But in the
townships people are singing
the somes of ME,” he sand

(Mt the publc plattorm. Hami
reveals himselt as a reluctant
soldier, involved in armed
-ulru_;;;.:lr ot of necessity. nod
oul of choice™

According to a number of
{hanned ) }ujhii...,.lti-.rn-_-_ he is a
man who has acquired a reputa-
tion over two decades as an of-
ficer who leads by example. His
exploits in outwitting numerous
attempits on his life by SA gov-
ernment agents in Bolswana
and Lesotho are legendary.

He is obviously loved and re-
spected by those under his com-
mand, some of whom expressed
outrage in private conversation
at the way Hani has been de-

monised in the South African
I'lﬂ_"i'h

Asked to comment about
this, Hami hims=elf savs thas: “1
am not a torturer. | passionately
believe in social justice and 1 ex-
lend this eéven to those who
have committed cnmes against
the AN

| have campaigned for a
code ol conduct for captured
prisoners It's out of characier
Ior me o use orure agamst
those already in my hands. |
fight them, sure. That's a differ-
ent thing
| was completely bewil-

derid o b accussd i the press
of torture. | don't believe n
capital punishment - for anyone.

“1 don't even believe in cor-
poral ;mm'-hl':h'nt I abhor any
form of treatment that dehu-
manises people. 1 believe in
creative, rehabilatative punish-
ment that has the potential Lo
transtorm a person.

“In our ranks, the label is
he's too liberal, he's too soft’,”
he says, and he laughs,

Such are military tales . ..

IN THE warm Jambian

night, three men sat talking,
laughing, drinking beer - Paul,
Elliot and Martin

Martin and Elhiot could have
met as bovs in Natal, One grew
' The
staved in Clermont after school
They could have shot each
ot hier dead m Angola in 1980
198]1. Martin was a parabal
T an ME
-.-'I]:'Ill,': ..Ir'l-l.j GpeTaling n Hl!EF"‘}"llrt

up in Pinetown ol hier

was staboned at

of Fapia lorces in the arca

A little later and Paul. a for
mer heutenant in mialitary intel
igence, could have debrehed
Martin or handed Elliot over o
INETTOEators

He tells a
was in a helicopter with a pns
oner. The man was blindiolded
and his arms pinioned behind
his back, elbow to elbow

Paul’'s duty was to hand the
prisaner over o imlerrogatons Jl
the end of the chopper ride. He
knew the prisoner was probably
going to die

There were others in Uw heli
copter, He put his hand on the
bound man’s thigh, touched
him and hoped the touch told
the man something of human-
1Ly

Such are military tales.

Paul Says he is nol |.|.111'r:|_1,'|rd
Martin says he left the church
while he was a soldicr

story of how he

Former parabat Martin Birdwhistle and MK political
commissar Elliot Mduni.

He tells of crossing the Ango-
lan border during the 1980/81
IMVASION - {'\‘|,1-r.1ti| m 'robea = the
SADF called it. Some 15 ve-
hicles and thousands of troops
paused while the army padre
lold them: “This is a just war
Chwver there is the enemy. God is
with you,”

Martin shakes his head, “You
can’'t be part of the church in
the army,” he says,

Elliot takes a different view,
But he joined a different army

“Up to this moment 1 still
draw strength from some relig-
ious teachings. They hold a lot,”
he savs. “The first time | read

aboul the nisd ol -h;inng was
not in Marvist books, it was in
the Bilsle™

They agrice thal “thie basis of
the Bible is social justice™, that
“it's a socialist book™.

They pursue parallel paths --
Flliot seconded from MK to
trade union work, particularly
with the Food and Allied Work-
ers’ Unton, Martin to a person-
nel job in the Natal sugar indus-
try with the same union.

Such were the encounters
during evenings off from the
formal business of the confer-
ence. Such is the tragedy and
the promise ol our country.



