
MY VIEW

A public leash for
media watchdogs

HAVE tilt mtd.... puticu"'rIy in thtpt'ri<'>d im........WIy
fon.-in,;.FPbn.wry 2. 1990, f'l"J'OIt<'d ..&quitdy on
the IN.,.. _/xing..u Sooth Afriam _in this QW

politial-t soci.1I dwngt?
Or ...~ tIw nwd..~ guilty of~ in !,,"",ling

thtaw~.USoulhAfrica?
This is 0I'IMid0d.- a. distincl from m.. in the o"""""r

. nd · "" epled" South Afric.n 5t'fIS<". though il rould boP bi.. 10
m...n ~rting in favour of th.. groups I.t t..... negoti.hng
forum (~dis""••", l!wi. thinking and lIw.>ir ....ol'OnS for
being . t the tillb t to lho- ..,..,lusion 01 thoso- who Iww ,"",-'!Old
Io~n .

II ......... to ml' ,""t1M rrwdia haw. indeo.'d. MIl
o".,.."idt'd in tht1r !'t'JX'rting of curren' i"u....; ""h
reporting, (lOt' h. ,h'TIs 10 add, has not nt'«."SSarily
Ix't.'n moliv.l<od by maliet' though it would not be
tota lly inrorrt.'C1 to ..y seU-intel'l'51 on th.. part of
the mt'dia may be pa rt of t),.. ...pLlIIalion,

For ON' thing. it i,. /;>ct lhat most media in 1M
m.in.t.... m .... looking at a "new'" South Afrin
wilh • view to bo;ng otill hoTe wllm • lIl"W govnn­
lII<'1lllake'Sov.....

'T'M ........ lwv.. btoom ..... than fair 10, ...y. the
~g group_It is 0llIl' thing 10 briin'E' - ~ id<....:l I
J"""""olUy do - thlol In<"fI\lIen of Co!oag ...... ill m li­
tift wilh d........~.I buly &.... .00 /.air'*':_
tions. .I'd tNt thrir l«tics .I... li........del.1ying dMo:es desigIwd
10 J.ngtIwn .. mudl .. P*"lW tht stalUS quo ...hi~ dNymg
w lulu... with it> unk--. It is quit.~ to"'J"<'l1 only
011 ...11;0. lohed ~h~ light 011 W INdn5hip 01 C.....g IIId
Ihtir in_1iom. I'o'h.ttl>tf c.....g "'" IlOI~I cup 01 ....
is IlOI tt.. poine. tlv Wet olw INtter is thlt tJwr "... nrgotUl·
ing p.t~ with tt.. In! olw.........,tv It KnnplOll r"rk.
md m....t be lJNtl'd no n.

M<n gW;ng on IIv pII1 olw m.ojor IJ'oI.'<hI, though. is tlv
le nd""Y to It."lIu tion,,1i1t." i"u... involving ~.".jUI 01 the
Afrirm K.ol:ioni\l Congn'!6 on the OIl(' h.J.nd. "nd t"'- 01 tlv
~"tion.Il r"rty w lhe other.

Tlw IN.king 01 "rwws" ol Mandl"la IJIol king a telo>phone c" l1
to 0... " .....l leadl 10 ,,0 lOTtSoh pt'CUL1tion and ilCTNming...., ·
,at ional hudh n"" . incon""lu nlia l nods between C yril
Ramapl>osa and R""lI Meyer ar "'porled with Ih... aplomb
and magnitud 01, sa y. John Vorstff met'ling Kellllt'lh I<.lunda
for th~ first tim .

For l"'d ffil "f other, p.....urnably " lesser", partil'S I" grab th,'
sam... '''rI 0/ h."dlint'S lh~y would have 10 be lin"'d to eith.'r
Ihe ANC or the NP. Thus Mandell m....ling Buthelel i com·
mands acres of spac'!' and hITIf' in prinl and on I.... air """ rr
day lor S('\I("II days" week,

This is IlOI to say I.... rvmt i"'-'lf is not newsworthy. bol 10
question "'~her il dO<"O meri t t .... almost IIlIInic .Umlion it
receiv.... No~ in I..... med ia. ill the mNntilTlf', botJw.r.;, to
qu<"Stion oobnly wtwther the Of'lt'-<l.ly m....nng will prodU«'

I ny ft5U1l5. givm tt.. alrNdy homblf IltlUtion of vioInn
into ...hictlw country hal sM.

Yn. y"', Inything y Clp.tt>lo! of rntoring .,.~ _

sudllS IlMding bo1wfton I two mm _ mllSt be ........w....t.
ee, But ...hy do thor ll'Wdi.l IlOI b1unlly .... thor two mm that
Ihtir gestun' m.oy vt'I)' well bf 1 CIIt." of 100 Iiu~ 100 Iate~

Pertwl'" it is im~ Iof thor medII to put thing>; in per_
lpecti~ !be SAIlC, lornam~, is not only stili arrying tilt
""-'vy altlatros.s 01 being tlv govem......r. Lo p:log Iof §t) long
but now hIS 10 contend wilh I very controv~l CISO' of gov_
ern"""'t in terft'fl'l>C1' wilh lhe "ppoint......t of "n ind.,.,...oo...nt
board by an indepmdent p.tMl of juri"',

But having a rww SAIlC bwrd, how.....er impec.
cable its credellh" ll , will not dispelling...ri ng
doubts about the corp"'ati"n' s ability and willing·
ness to rt>porl fairly and objectively - until the lop
and midd le managem...nl nl th... SAllC, having been
used to yeal'l oIl1;'pealing their maste r 's voice, an'
all dismissed,

On the prin t mt'dia front. Itt.. m... baggage is in
place, with tht crocial d iff......nc Iha l h...r<' w... an'
.waling with pri \"l tt tnt'''T'ri!ot'S.lt.''gisLation creat­
ing anti-monopoly trust. may be IW'<l'SS.iIry if medii
boardrooms ' '''' 10 1't'l1«t tM lTUfdrmographicsol
Sooth Alri"n soOfiy.nd therefore. hopriully, to
n1I«t tIIIt silui\hon in tllt d iwomination 01.........

Tlwpublic has. crudal role 10 plIy in .all this. JIISt as politi·
cia.... ohm claim 10 "'" spN~ on bfNl/ of "W propIf", so
do rrwd." ovmoros inW>b tlv- righ l 01 11ft "f"""':h md a pnos­
""'" '" claim thle. in w f!Id . it is in !be puNic's intt'n'SlS to
......, sudl untampnM right IS it gr.onts IlOI onlyW press but
"w ptt:JpIf" thor plItIorm to nnriw Ihtir m;J Iibemes.

TlwSouth African public M bern .-d.~ md ..-.
mi!lusoed bypoIitirians for m.ooy~ _ 100 ee nwdia. s.d
to ...y, h.J.~ playN sonw p.trt in this.

South Africans must~ tau tlv inihativt> by ques­
tion ing tIv Iruf role 01 tilt ml'dll _ is it first 100 fon.>n>c,sI to

mau '"""'"'" and. S«OTId. to inform? Orshook! it "'" tIv ot1lt'f
way round~

II it JX"'Sible to .."..ratf .......... on " rilCiool b.lsis. as S<'l'T1 in the
p"-'\"Ilence o f so-called "E. lra" 'nd "Tow nship" editions
designed sok ly lor "non-w hile" consumption? lndel'd . aff'
glib argum...nts that such editio ns are d...igned more on a
"-'!lional and nee racial basis convincing and sufficient?

It is all very well having a n~w SABC board and a few black
faces on one or Iwo major boards "f th... media. but whal it
"-'ally amounts to - with n" I't'fltoction on the black membel'l
JX'T SO' - is that it is all oh so tokffi .

lJloregulahoo. ....... must I't'1I'It'I\'IM, dllt'l not involve only t""
govern......t . Private .....terpri.......ptriolly the med ia with its
hNvy roncI'Tllration 01 power and infllK"l'l<'e in too few hands.
must "Isod'-'""gULo"'.

,.... Qw...._ i.~;.....of T....,~ .....sari"<.


