
BROADCASTING -

Free airwaves: who's
tuned to catch them?

Who .-III benefit whefl the SABC monopoly Is finally dismanlled? How

many new TV I ncll'llClio tUillo.,. might there be In I re-t'egulIotecl broad­

aIling envtronmenl: Inc! wNl will they be like? SUE VAl£HTlNE~..

A<DNFERENCE on t.... -m.ctwing
of tht South AfricllO brIIodast indus..­
try h~ld in Johll nnN "rs r«t ntly

w~ not without it!! lft'IMoM nld COfItr.ldic­
lion. 05 tht Inom.hn which h.o,.• dtv~-

opN uncl tlw SAflC"1 monopoly of tht m-
WIWS c.a und... ocrutiny.

C....lr . llo lhe qUl""ion of I n<'W broad­
, ". ling di<pt'lIUlion i5 the ",,, .ion betw",""
brolldcl . ting a. II competit ive, maTht­
driv.... industry. and I..... irw.v... as a public
l'l"SO\.lcc. to which all citizl'll.'l how. I right.

n... very II.Itu,," in which the w nw",,,ce
wa. convtn~ hig hlighted this i••ue.
Organis.ed by II pnvet.. compliny which
cNrged d<-k-g.lt...,,,,... R2 500 to "ttmd t ....

th-..dly ~t. it ..tf«ti ly e.dud<'d .U
but th.. wp. llhy lind pow ful from lh..
debI'" on~ing in SouthAfrica.

Tlli. oiluu;,," prorn ptl"d th.. ~.lio....1
MoodI_ 01~ 1O .....~. ~

tht end oftht~. INt it would ron­
WJ>t .and oponoa- ilIl ............. in tht YN'"
10 .llow. f.. wid... lpooctrulll of inlf'Tnt
group'lodlOCUY~__

\....hi~ Ihtft wu gPlWul J«tpUlI« of
IJ,,'l'<t tittI of toloIdcllOting in South Atricil
(puNic liIn'\'1ce. mnnwrtiif and """munityl,
tbftoo was ........... dtbo'" on a numbtl" of
i!oiun. n- indudtd tlw oUt'" tlw al,....·
lising akt .nd OJ'f"ftUmtwo /or .-bINd­
~ 10 ...Itr tlw induotry, lilt "*of aiL>­
calion.ll radio and TV, lilt ptm'fl~of local
ron_ I progrllmming.nd tilt likly !IaN""
thai would tmo'Tgt from tilt unbundling of
tht mig hty South African IIro.dcasti ng
Corpor.ti<>n.

NOI 1,••t among t!lt qutstions which
""",rged during tht thl'l't days was Ihal of
Ihe nt't'd to addre;s thl' ",nl'adictions within
Iht SAlle W""R'by it w• • not only a public
...",ic t but also a comm,m.l broadc. sler
which was d"f'l"ldt'nl un &dvmsing for 70
p""""'t of its 1\'\1"''''',

Giwn its Itgal muoop<~y on broad<:asting
for ,"{Itt thall h.l f • «'lItUry• • lId .Illht
upportunitin Ihis Itad.fforded it ill build:ng
up Z2 ralio........no..nd th...... TV cNllntls.

"

Wy.....J Hor....."" SABC. "",.."""," ;n •
.~" ;..Ju"'Y

tilt SAIIC utltrly dominaltd lilt industry,
This "'as K knowltdged by g"""p chit{

nKutivt of tM SABC, Wy...nd Hnmse,
who dlP'Clibtd Illt rorpor.tioll as • •<:ob;­
..... in .11 indu,lry whidl w.lS dtridNly
~ and ill rwd of nostru<turiIIg.

Ht said tht .Utntion dtvolN to Iht
'ppolnlmmt 01 • .- SAIIC boud showtd
that bmodrwi"'S Was _ INn ju!;t~
""",",.

lit idtnllfwd .1IUI\'Ibtf 01 ioMr.; which. lit
said , cou ld .ffect tllt e.....tion of. ""'"
b..,.d,.,Mg mditu in Soulh Africa.~
il>c:kdcd tilt introdudion 01sa~~
"sy (wilh diltd wlo!lJ,'" Io!lol>rnot~
likly by I'M), tilt rontrol and ~lation of
tilt induotry, and pohhClll~ sudI as 1.1...
gu.g...nd Iht po"ibihty of rrgion. lIy
.uIOIIO"""" <lations.

H", said "" d id not bclitvt in a romplt'te1y
fre('.mark.-t appro.lch. but Tdlh<>r in . ~u·

laled broadc. stinjl sysl..m. Ht aP1"'aled for ,
d t . r pl.n and policy 10 bt' devtl oped to
rtplact t!le pr......nt situation in which the
Minisl.. of Homp AlI. i.... "'as ""po,,,iblt for
Ih<> indu<lry on .n · ad hoc" ba. is,

The 10k> of t"" SAIlC a. a public """,in>
bro.dc."e' needed 10 be .pelt oUI, \-.lid
Harmw. Altcmali .........~ of incurnt Itad
to boo r .plorN 10 ,uh.lilUlp for Ihr ,nlici­
paIN 10M of alW'rli!.,ng ill. ll"It!'uCtured

..,vironment. T1w SABC wou.ld rwd to .....
its public liIn'\'1ce functions with rommen:ial
motiv.tioN in 0Rl... to Olln'ift. An holistic
' pproach "'as It.. OIIly "",blr oolulion.

I.coking .head, Ha~ said lit .........gftI
thai in. fu""", stl\lctul\', 1M SAIlC would
....m. ill Ih", domilllnt broadcast.. in t~

country. , llhOllgh it wou ld boo small... . nd
moreIocu!it'd on its public ......x-,. function.

Harm... said I!I~ adv~ rli sing market in
South Africa .... s 100 , mall 10 sustaill I~
SAB( in its <11""",1 formal along wilh n.....
private, romllW'l'rial.talions, Ht. aloog wilh
sev l othtf SAElC sp"a ktn. sl....·"t'd thai
I oold bI' 110 . pa<."t for .1IOt""" I\ltioN1
leIrvision rn..nnrI in SOIlth Africa gi, ..... the
. mounl 01 avoilablr "ad'f'"'d·.

This \¥w WitS «!lotd by tilt SABC grour
gl'IIt'"ol ....nagrr (fi l\ll\Ct'l sr...'tSchubach.

III . blurot and OOIIWWhat lnow·it....n p""

..... l'lion. SchuNch pa,n lt'd • dfcid t'dl.
b1Nk pictu... of lilt possiblr fi...nciol and
in,-.st!JltnI opportunitifs /or ttw- uger!ll
~ otICl\'Oo!ifuI-... into.~
IlIWd "".LW;ns: industry:

f-Icrwi'\..... Ill",," ill It.. conf<"ff1la'. mt'd..
d irtctor for Osil..,. .. hlol~ advertisi"l
agm<y. John Morllgo",w')'. rn..1Jftlged ..­
01 tIwv ... :rtioM.nd obtdwd • .....,..,..
1~1\'1I1 K~II'no of the pol~lIti.1 . d,pe"'"
hltly to SO tt.. w.r of thr Soulh A/Oall
tltctroolic media in It.. tutuI\'.
t~ oitici...d It.. COII<lusion:s ...acht'd b?'

It.. Viljom task grou p inquiry iOlo br0ad­
casting ",hich ciled Europe.n .nd nor!)
American " . mpl... to iIlu, lrate thai lilt
.dspend · , ..kp" wa. .tvtrtly limited i.
Sooth AIri<•• 1'1<I could not . 11"", for II\In~

ntW b"",dca'I,"""
M"ntjlumcry wid !It believed Ihry " .....

the wn>nS ~.amp'" be<.u.... their lileTa<Y
Itwls ......... f. r hig"''', th<'ir TV ,""ices wid..­
. 1'1<I st. ndard of li"ing far higher than ill
South AIri<•. 111-'1,...,. he a~, the local
broadc. !>ting """ ..otal-rmd had the f"'l"""
li.lIlUgrow quittd",matic.lly, 111 1992. for tho
first limp. """" rrooowy was opmt on al,....
tising in thO' broadcast media thall in print,



A framework for fair play

He argued that rompariS<)ll.<should ratht-r
br d rawn with South American rountriO'S
...hieh w.... mo~ similor to Soolh Afric~n

~. tw s.oid il . uch comporisons w....

....de. figum . howtd tha I TV ~nd r.dio
accounttd lor up to tlO pr.crnt 01 the
adopfnd in ....... South~ ...tionL
~ pomo.luIy 00i0. it dwp

.aid acnWNt to tht ...-... ~nd at tht
-" u.- it limit..d dOct lor OW' IN
. .......wd mMktL I btlirft tht mubt
.....,\d .tlM'......pancI«I nogioftal rldIo
Ind itIemion . yottm with opm nms," he

""For 1'- WOIJId.t.e~~n.ious

to gt! "" . i• • • I~$( a' fX"5ible. Ihe~
from 1M conf~ W<lS not promising.

'The ro le of the SABe as a
public service broadcaster

needs to be spe ft out'

In terms o f the droit bill d"'ailin g the
Oll1Kturt' Ind pow.... 01 an Ind"P"nd ent
Broodr..h ng Authority (IDA ) which WIS

publi. htd I d l y bf.Ior. the co~. no
_ Iitmca would be grantN UflIil tht ISA
WI' nllbh. htd . Th i, could ftot ~pptn

bfto... being pos!lt'd iftlo IIw during Ihe
Stplelllbn , ittiftg of poTlillMnl. It WIS

lIZlIiboIy t1.. ,d ",e thoI lrry _bmed >ton
wuuId be OIIaif btfon, tht _ ¥Nr.

~hKh of Thtw pro....i.,..,.. ~mtrgi ng a'
lhrr did .-, CIlnOftlSU!, W05 .-iwd at tJw
S'egOO.olmg COIlnrii. modi' tilt ...t-:jutnT
pTfWn tllioft by Ho me Afbi.. miniOleT.
D!oftit Schutte. !iOIfWWII.II nodund.onl,

He COftfiTmtd th.1 a pproxima tely 100
licen"e I ppli "a lion , ha d a lready been
"-'<'eived Ind ..id thaI Ihe newly dralled bill
shou ld b. imp lemen ted IS I mi ll er nf
urgtll<"y, 1M COIoI of licrnces. broodcl oting
•tl ndl rd . I nd tKhftica l sp.dliulio",
lIOedtd to br detoormintd .. SOOft as poosi""".
H,. ..id. ift his ~lIIItioft. ee SABC w• •
Iibly to nod..... ito~ froII'I22 to 17 Ind
that up to J.4 _ radio ....tiorts could br
1" .'~OII tht lirwl''''''

A.k«l in quntion lim. how he hid
~ 01 tJw ....mbof 01 :U. Xhu... otm.d.......

Iie ....od he lhou~ it w;r; likely th.ot new
llro.adc..I... lII ighl br . b1. 10 enle. Ih.
,nd..Olry · . bou l th.... monlh.· . 11... Ih.
d~ biD WISenacttd. 1-k>wl>v1>T. lit did ofhor
I glimme. 01 hoi'" lor enl hu.ia.lic new

-~~
lifo said tll.ll in t"" inl"';m. it wa. poMiblt

for tempor. ry 1~ to be granted to ..pi_
rant broadca,t".., although he did nol ' 1'., 11
"" tthe CTi t~ria whi"h would det~rm ine a
"""'-ful limn ' \'P lication.

_ V.I.....;"" io ld... '. _ .. dl_ .

The lIlI'Iuitous relNwof the draft bill 011
tJw tsUbhshmtnt oI.ft Il'Oodtptlodtlll
Broldnsting Alllhonly UBA) I d.y

btfofto tJw wnf~.~.I~_

concn1• ...- oIth. kind of ItgI I framt­
_ k I~I would ~II"~ broNc..nng in........-

Two 01 the """"two 01 tJw t«llnial rom­
mitt..~bIe "" tht drdl biD - o..,jd
Dison and Michael Markowill _ • •plained
a.pects0/ the bill .. well a.......... oIt,," rn:~­

cal ....... confronling an indepmdmt~.

Lltory . uthorily "",h .. t"" 18A,
Dison .. id th~ draft bill provided for the

= ation 01 an IBA romprising fi,... members
who could hold offl('f' "" I .....im..m period
oI lh""" l'fl",~ IJlf1IIbrn would "'-"'<'I
to br. among othe-r thint;'. pt<>plt " 'ho 01\'

"importia l and ..·ho . .... commilled to ope­
_ and Kl"OIInlability in public Ii",. frtot.
.10m 01 np...... ioft . ftd a I.... and un~
otno:'IN flow 01inIonnMio:JfI"_

ThO' IDA W<lIIId ""~ the f'<"""'TIo~ ..
th.. rad io Irf'q..n cy _prelru m in Sou th

AIm. IinorK'f'~ """ rn. lJIDrIi.
tor . nd ........,. alIlia-ol(on 10comply with
Ih. provi . ions of Ih.. Act ..... 10 C01lduct
.......rd1 into~ f'JIicy.lKhnologr
.ndm"led ............

In lenns 01 the draft Iegiol.ltion. 00 pol iti­
..I pa rtiO'S or orglni..hon•. nor organi..­
hon. or porti... l iming to influence public
opinion to support . porticular party. , ball
be ~r"n led a li",n", to b",.d"a,t,

When co""iderin~ the ",oN to Ii",nce a
range of new broodca, tm. Ma""owitz made
Ih" poi nt tha t d ive" ily wou ld not just

""Pi'"" .nd could not br m tru.ttd to lhe
mMktLlliIod 10 br pro"idt'd lor.

He ..id one 01 tilt !odors tht IBA wwId
comidof bet<ft gt'Iftlmg' Iicftn "" a pn­v." TV 01 radio stabOll wwId br · whtthtr
the applnt>l COIltiino 01 J'!'t'f'J'l'"" 10cuntain
I~'"~ 01historically dlWd-­
vanlagtd penons 011 tht baud 0/di~
in tht lop IRINg_ ............ and III tJw
loIaI equity oI lht a\'Plil;anl".

1M new bill would limitth. numbe-r 0/
. tl tion. any """ p"""n or company rould
own, No p"""'n may control mol\' than 0"'"
pri,'ate TV servi..., or two FM or AM radio
' L1 ti"", (which would have tobe in dlffl'r""t
a",..).

0... a.pect of t"" bill tll.ll d l'T.I
questions from "'P'""""L1ti..... 01 the .........
poper glUUl'" w.. that oIt"" pr<>fOl'l'd ..
latiorl aff«tutg~p.

As it stand.. the bill p""....... ....trol 0/1
privat"~ng oIation il.t the w_
hIM. tilt f"""O" or compony ronlrok tilt
only ....-.poptl' 01 """""f'I...... in •~-An~ COIlln)lling' ~f"l'T01 -..

po...... w,,",,- ........' 01 oombiJwd ._.'
cin:uLobon is _ Ihln 30000 cop;n (In

""Iy 11.Ive rompony inl<'n'SlS in Of\(' broad·
ca>ling~.nd , ..ch iftl"""'" mly not
e......-l 35 ptrC tnl

Th" ncr of Ih. bill, said Markowill.
wa. "to n'l\u1ate the broadca. ting m. rk...
by p",m"lin~ • d iv ity 01 o...n~r,hip of
bro.dca, ting ,~rvic a nd a div~ ..ity of
viewpoint!; and programming ....f"""<'d by
....i<.Iin~ and ....... broadcasting .....-..m.,

.,


