
MY VIEW

United by need - on a
mini Codesa-on-wheels

By s..ndu Both" 0,,", of ~ glUup of F"", Stol. ..

who ...«>n lly .i5itl!<! neighbouring .llt..
on In Id . .. . ludy IDUL

" p ffiPle an' dying ht>re' · Not in th. struggle, but in
our bu.._ from ~h_ ~'llre for a toilet SlOp. This
irresistible pl•• to our busd riwr (a DRe minister),

comes from a younl\ ci\ic mcmbl.... egg<>d On by a wki te town­
ship admmistrator. Our ldasa bus. a mini Coot'Sol-tJo-whrels.
h.o. qu jel:Jy df'...el"ped inlml"J"'lld"""'" skill> - we are united
ind<!t'd. byn...d,

AL.... bv n.'gi(ln. n.., ract that we are an F"... Stawn, is sud­
denly. soure. of pride. AL-.o by consumpt1n" ,>f liquor. In th.
pl<1y-uff bt'lwl"l'Il th.. ANC and lh. farming fraternity I l'IIU5t
presume lhat tho' ",,"ult was. draw. After 5 500 k.iJomc!n."s of
practise they were very evenly matched.

I ;:.urn")' through lh. minefield of my
own prejudices and li"" ral preconcep"
liom; with rapidly diminishing ct>rlainly,
whil. th. rhythmic refrain. of fre<.'dorn
songs and our pass iona te debates on
mass action a nd mtimlda tion, police brutality and violence,
intermingle effortlessly with the rumbling. nf the bus, as it
takes lIS through Zimbabwe and Zambia. .

At one point it ta l ... four hours to gO'l through customs,
unbearably bleak and dirty, Yet minutt'S laler, wgetable
pal ,1Ies dot the counlryside and a spotJt>s.s mO"'1 ....,111 gl,,,sy
garden, confoun<l, my simplistic judgemenl. Throughout OUr
Slay, we are addressed and met by <abinO'l mmisters, newspa­
per editors, l'\Uid<'S, erudIte and cullivall'<l ambassadors and
businessmen, ANC oflicia ls , n·President and present
Prt'Sident, F""'ple of palent goodwill and common sen"... hen
the UN "'P""","I<l!ive roum us - us, the pol"""ts of the world!
Bul the ANC ~<'Vt'S for lost <umrades and I""t support and
Ihe 10!'1 innorenct> of the libt'ralion struggle.

"l.ambi,o has t>uri..-d !IOCialism fom..,.: sal" tho' P,,'Sidenl
with d,iIl ing finality- Yct the blight nf <UTIllption ""MV", all
<hange, pervasive as lhe drought and runmngly comfortable
in any economic gulse and ""mtry.

It is the problems of F",wrty and not 01 race, which We
encount..... Much i. discussed arout developmenl slra tcgi,'S '
education lor the masses is a firsl priori ty, Yct the heavy cO!'l 0/
social services has meant minimill <'"<p<'1lditure on infra,true­
lure. This is the balance o,vc, mu,t ncgoo.le.

We drive along put -h"led roads, hall-rompleted buildings
(includ ing a giga ntic Uniled Nationa l Independence Party
head office now in the prc>0:cs6 or being sold to a hotel 8muP)
and ra-'I people digging up Ihe rocky foundalions of the oul­
skirts of LU'olM, crushing rock wit~ hand tools, selling Itlem
per bagful to builders - un!icenSC'd, bul unstoppable The mes­
""ge from ctty offICial. in Harare io! dear. hawkers . nd squal·
tl'T'l are not welcome, Shacks are dl'ffiOlistl,,<! to impm"" the
look of the city in foreign visitors' eY"'. uttcnn!,: is noticeably
rurbN by nn·the--spot fines. ThlS Impl'CSSCS all of us. So d0C5
the famed friendlil'eSS of the local>.

The Land Expropri.ltion Bill in Zimrobwe ehrits gwat inter­
cst n",tty dividing the haves from the havc-noI,.llhink back
on the end in!,: 0/ slavery in IBJ(),. At stake w," not the ISsue of

, lavery t>ut of just Cl,m pensation lor IosI property. The same
situat ion is r"Played OiIarly 200 years later. 1I1hel\' is no fair
market price for land, I sec a new C..... t Trek ~ti rring in ItI..
f.nnl'T'l' WrnS. A new lronlit'1' ~as opened, a frost free, mild
climated, sparsely populated land .....he re the play ing fields
have not been levelled t>ut annihilaled . They'll begin again.

In the rural Third World, women work up to 18 hours per
day, , 1,"'1' four, callas! and lhe least. . nd produce 60 10 70 per­
cent of Ihe food ''\Insumed. But whe", women's work is not

mea.,uro:! in economic I""",, her value as a pe""n is ISt'Tiousiy
underraled and ~er de mand for equal ~ta t us negated

"Battering io! love, That i. our rul tu"'".
"As long as women d IS like polygamy
there will be rape." QuoleS from
Zimbabwean MPs in parliament,
Altl",ug~ individual> tis<' to the top 0/
thei r professions, and Z, mba bwe,

zambIa and Botswa na have more women in their cabine!";
Ihan we lll'fe in Sout~ Africa, their potential role in local gov.
ernment and civics (an indigenous invention not present in the
<ou ntries we visited I has hardly been recogniM'd, T~eiJ
empowerment is probably . crillcal factor to be considered in
all regional development projects but as yet ",a'Wly touched
upon. Al the same lime, lhe lMF economic structural adjust­
ment plans (ESAI') 011\' neg<ltia ted .....ilh the llldlc rowe.- hi",. r·
ctly while the cost is borne by the women. No .....onder they
have substituled the acro ny m 10 the Mbare markel' "The
btended Sullering of Alrican Pe<lplc:

Though economics have f.lte",d and rumours of civil
rights violation. are given as t~e reason for new human
nghts mnvemen!!; fonning (,n Zimbabwe and zamblal,t

is the miracle 01 ",condliation which imp re..es us. HoI<.'
poverty-stricken the white wul hen- in the soulh tha t it cannot
oonless and ask fnrgiven"", when forgivent"Sl> is SO readily at
hand? When a solitary 21mbahwean acad"", i< I<llks wit~ dis­
,lain 01 non-racialism. it is Our comrade, seven yea rs on
Robben Wand, who f;nnly rhasnses him. We li<ten with aston'
ishment to an e• ..,~ief justice, whose eloquent devotion to tile
dcfcnct' uf a independ""t judiciary Ih"'W5 a harsh Iighl on our
own unoonrem tor the rule nllaw

We talk endl<'SSly about democratisation and nonnal(sali"O­
I w.nt ma.imum p"rsc>nallreedom and minim um govern­
ment. but alongside my burgeoning hope tha i thi, is whal
C\'crvone wan!'>, loom, the fatal attraction 0/ unbridled POWe'l",

·Polittcian. and governmen ts are not In the business of
advanCIng liberty," "Democratic society does not eliminate
con/lici ." " BeU~r to write a constitulion lor villains Ihat for
heTOl'S." Says the Bamtse princess, now cabinet minister: " '
haw st'En the wholt' of Alrica come lo mblin!,: down." I. thel\' a
wav In w~ich we can ensure that the jubilanl triumph of our
own liberalion is converted inlo pragmatic governmrnl? I
hop" so,

S. ndra 8ol h. I. 00 . ,,,,,,,l;vun.ml><-r oflt.. N' l i" n.1 W" m. n',
All i.n.,.. . nd " IV" on lh. s.nd...d v1ilO'l' rommitt.. " f Cod....


