
AfRICA

An ally in
striving for
democracy
Goree Institute launched in Senegal

Nduml Gw.rt i. t~. '"I\i"".1 d in"'<>T of ld ..
in l~' k,d ,

Giving the lteynot~ add"", al lhe launch.
D, Van Z yl Siabber t, who i. one 01 lhe
truSlet"!' of Gorte lnSl1lu le. pOl ntro ou t ,lIdr
tho, ;nsti tu'. , through r""itIent Die,uf". SUf'"
pnM....... Iolly a utonom(",-~ and paid nOan..
gl.n", to any gov emmen t '" organi..lion .
H,' said ,he in,titute wa, "nol inlcr"tt'<! in
promoting prt'5tiglou, C\'enls full of pomp
and ce remony' an d "end less ,heorl s lng
abou' democracy. de"..lopmen' and rultu",'
but rathcr in focused worbhopping whe re
OOs,,,,kos 10 democr"'1' coultl l-or idCfltif,ro.

The "",,,,an,,, elf drum' and lhe hannonk
dlcet 01 the lora and other ind igonuus mlL, I­
Cll In, ' ru"'ent, S<'elTlro to "'ho ,he ' p""" hes
and the dol~rm,""hon of Africa to move to
democracy. Ilelu!\' President Thouf gave hi'
messago 01 support . a community theat",
group Im provisNl a folk tal. whteh con ·
veyt'<! tho me..""s" that through p"....."cr ·
. nee even the turtol....... 01"-'. the fini,~In8

hne. Thi' hopeful nute al", n:v''"''-"rat,'<l In
tho rolou rful a'!ire of the local" "peri.lIy
the women A ,ange 01 ru ltura l workers or
pne" . from Africa and Europe, eelebr, ted
the launch

Tll<' ror",nt boord memb.-rs , '" Dr TUn ii
Abay <lmi (Nigeria), Pmf Herlb.rt Adam
(Canad a) . Mr Bre}'ten Breytenbach . Prof
Claude A~" (Ni geria), Prol The" Ih of
(G....manyl . Mr Chari•• Mwaflmu (7..ambia)
Mr Ousm.no Sen'bo'ne (5<"'''8''11Dr Van Zyl
Slabber!. M, Ha""n Sonmonu (Ni8"ria ) and
Mr All-orM TevO<'d jre{Benin)

The first day of Ihe launch ended ....ith a
feast of local music and dance. A sem,nar on
tranSllton, tn democracy ~on cl u d ed Ih.,
launch tn.- following day,

On ....nection. I ,",w ,he In, litu te a, per­
forming t~e ImpoMant t.,~ 01 being Africa's
all.' in ' triv ing fur JemoCT"'1'. dev<'kJpnwnl
and int,onMti"nal recognlll"'l-
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• Po,mou"g the study, acceptaTl<c and the
practice of democracy In AfTlca bv u",o g
st,ategies in the lield. of 'C!lean:h, intera, ­
tion. traming and civk ..ducati"".
• Strengthen ing Ihe in volvement of <h';e
lead"",_indiv idUdls and organi"" io", NSt'<l
in ~i vil ,,,,ci,'1y In parliroJar, In aU 'he pm'
gramme-; nl 'h" II\>!ilule in order 10 de"elop
a l.-gitima' e ",n...nsu, on wha' democracy
m t'" Afr;,;an a ml"'t consti tut"',
• Assl.'ing in the efl....iive networ~m~ and
st renglhening of Afriun de mocrats and

democrat ic in,titu·
tions,
• F.,ihtah ng ,h•
••ehan!:e 01 ide.,.
....pen""',,,. hur'"
. nd le.rs .monf;'t
Af rica ns fro m .11
5<'cto", and alii"",
els u. sOCI ety . ,n
order to promote
5<>uth· Snulh dia·
logue and ro-oper­
atlon as well as to
en sure the mo, t
elf"",,,,. ut lli sa -
lIOn 01 our Ii"TrIoln

and other- ",""urees
• Contribu ' lOg ,owards the~era t,on and
re juvenati"n o' Africa thro ugh ,he promo­
lion .nd recogn'hon 01 cullu", as a cnlical
terrain '0' inm"'aliun, ..plora lion . nd 0010­
munie.li,,,,,

Andre Z"" M n, the director o. Gore~

Institule and . fnrmer Id.,a n>gional director
In Pret o,i •. mu st be commended fo r ' he
11\"111<,<>0.1005 al110Unt (If wo rk he and hi~ team
hav e pu t in '0 ",ah.. 'he ",t.blishment of
,h. in,tilule. It i. also Importan, to nole Ihal
President Diouf, the Sen"flalese he.d oj 'ta le
a nd onl y patron of !he in'h lu' •. ~a ve the
project hi. loll . uppnM. and honour. at the
laun ch,

,
s""th African, "" Gim't 1,)"",1: jan,, ", GaS"''''' of Stcllrnoo.ch, Shrlagn
c..,t""" ."dNdn' nl Gn....... (/O"n {rMl lda,. ).

hum.n,ty through the ol-liter-atlQn of d"m<>­
cratic pnndpl"',

The laullCh of Go,.,;,. l",htu le at the end of
June lher.f"n:...' an m.titute l"r dcn",cracy
and tI...·<'kJrment in Atri..., i. both symb<,Ii.
calfy significant . nd timely. The titie a!:"in>l
aut''ITatic rule. it is evident, lids engulfed not
only the . ub·<onlinenl nf , uutlWfn Am,. lout
the whole world, On. unl\' hnpe> thai Ihe
eflce's of the Cold War which Iorther "" '­
aged Alnca as a cont,nenl and plunl\ed it
int" . lagna ' ion and dependen", will SOOI1 l-or
replaced by paMIcipat",y develnpment . nd
democracy, The ,nstitut e. will hupefull y
asoi.t and fadlitate thL' , Ihrough ito objo>c'
Ii ..... which include'

T
he n.m~ Gor'" m;~hl nol ring any
b.-lIs tnr most Sou lh AfrICans , ,in(~

our hislOrv I., school sub;"ct) onll". .
r.ne,ted wha t the co lo nialist. and the
Nat~'ndlht, wantl'd l'-< III "'a.l, But In th,_
wh" !law 1(,arnt and ",ad aooul , ",,,t>!)', the
Mme "..nd.dill, down the , pine.

Gut.. Island is no[ori""$ fur lI.wlng """"
the Ii " t outpost 01 the slave t"de. The
upn"",," wh<'Tt' local captiv.. w,.,... held, and
and whe"', lik. ht-.sls. Iheir fitnc'5S for Iile
wa , les led . «main, 00 the is land a, •
museurrL It f't'l"t1.Ain> a wry t'fligmatic , ,,moot
ollh,· denial and d... lruclion " r a f""'pJo! s

~


