
DEMOCRACY

The two major political tendencies 01 our age - t ribalism and glob­
alism - eresn at every point except one: both threaten democracy,
says American pcntrcer scientist BENJAMIN R BARBER.

Jihad vs
McWorld
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cIMnge? The evcn!;; of lhe pa,t w..,h and
indeed months. and in particulM the
Roip. long rM~", h.'-e yet again c'p<.>sed
u' e South Afric;m govrmmmt'.lack lIr will
and /"r inability to bring about p"a", and
iu-'<tlcr for .n,

But we uurselves will not be doing any
bl.~!"" "i.will nol be able to H.,. Ih. d"'om
nnw, if we .,.. haunled by the nightma rish.
ghost or f"'ssimi,m and " "v;<:tim mental­
ily". For f"'SSimi,m and sdf.victim;fi,l.ti"n
.'" th. clldins of our "",n forging and only
U~ <:an fret, ,,,,,,,,lYe; (mm them.

It is all 100 e.,v to "'''' ourseln. as .ie­
lim, . And the mood of th. victim is
illt"Vitahl)' d',"pair. """olment and ...1I·pity.
Th",. r....lings .re tnlal ly undermining of
true human libera tion. W. canno t build a
new society out of these.

'Polit ical pos turing and power
positioning, corrupt ion and

skulduggery are net wllat ordi­
nary Soutll Africans w ant from

our leaders, We W allt hope
not euphoria'

It i. not enough to ""'ist bt-ing slaw " of
a n oppl'l'ssive and "" rro pt gove,nmen t
wh ile a1>o bt-ing .la ......01our own making _
shac kled to dest ru clive palletns o f
bt-h.l\i our. trapped by biUern~ and ,,-,*,11­
menl. overtaken bj.' the viole""e of our em,>­
tions and actions - not f""" at aiL

I app<'al on bt-haJi of ali the citizens of our
mother cily. to all our brothen and s,;,t<'l'<; in
tho. e ro mmuniti,,", bt-set by viole"'..... not 10
alluw Ihemsdv.. lo be ,laves ul yel another
oPf"'l"Sive and d.-,;trurtiw mastl'r. violrna',
bu t li ke truly nob le .nd dIgnified hum.n
belng., whn love justin' and pe.~ above all
else. to resiSI the manipulation of~_

rogue po1i~ • •genl prov<xal<'uf5. agl'llU of
5Iale. of political grouping!' - u"r",.....,. it i.< tn
wllom your Ii,·es mean nOlhing

H...r what we here and !h<' ltdtin"" 0/ tne
world . '" ..ying today: yuor life doer; roont
k". """"cthing; your de.ths afl' grieved. You,
children are our chi ldren and oo r la nd '.
tu tUfl'. You dest',,'e more of Ihi. land Ihan
iust a grave at Sharpeville. You al'l' with us
one ltdlion, one people under God. Withou l
you we afl' Ie.. Ihan OUf5elv... Ie" Ihan a
nation '

Ou r one hope is to live and act in the fa""
of inhutnd nity and vk,I""'-...., in the face ,
of d.'pair - to live and act huma nely,
and pea~bly and in hope..

•

J os t beyond thP horizon of currenl
ewnts lie two po..ibl. polilical tutores
- but h bleak. neit"'", democrallC.

Th. Ii"" i.....rib-dlisation of l.1rge swa lhes
01 huma n kind by wat and bl"odshed' a
th....tened Leb-d"" ni"'ti<m of nati"OilI SWes
in which cu lture i, pitted again ,t cultu re .
proplF again,t f"-'Ople,!ribt- against!ri ho - a
Jihad in the name of a hundl'l"d narro,,·ly
conceived faiths against ewry kind 01 inter·
dependence. social co..:>peration and civ ic
mUtualilV.

The wcond is being b"me in on u' by the
"nru~h of t"C" nomic and ecological fOtces
that d.mand integration and uniformity. and
m...m. ri... the world with f"t musi c. la.t
comput.rs and fast food - with MTV. Macin­
tosh "00 McDonald 's pl'l'S,ing nations into
one commercially homoge noos glo bal
network: one McWorld tied togelher b v
It''Chnology, t"Co logj'. communication., an d
commerce.

They Mve one thing in common: neil her
" ff.l'S much hope to cit,unS I" oking for
prach",,1 W' Y' I" go vern them...!>'"" dl'mO­
cratically.

Foor impt'Tal'v"" tndke "p the dynamic of
McWorld : a mar kd imperative. a l'I'SOurc.
impera ti.... a n in forma tion -tech nology
imperative and an ecological imperative.

M"ru t i"' p".... tiv.
All M liultdl e<:<!M m;"" an;, now volnerabie
t" Ihe inmad. of larger. lra n.nalional mar­
ket ' wil hin whkh Irade is free, curl'l'ncies
are cun,·ertible. accesS to banking i. open
and conlract. are enforceabl. under law.
Such mar kets are erodIng national
su,'ereignty and giving ri.e to e nlities ­
international banks. transnahonal lobbi••
like Opec and C"""npeace. world ""ws ser·
,·ic.. like CN N and the BBC. and moltina·
tional ">TJ'Orations - tnal nrilh.... fl'Aect nor
respect ""tionhuud "" an o.ganising or J't';I;u,
lativ. prifKipl•.

Th. market impe, at,ve has aiso rrinfomod
the qu'''1 for international pea"" and st.lbil·
ity. rrquisit", of an efficil'nt intl'rnahonal
econom y.

Common m"rke15 d.mand a common Ian·
guage a. well a. a com mon currency. and
th. y produce common beh aviou .. ollh.
kind bred by cosmopolitan city lile every.
wher • . Shopping ha•• common signalur .
tlu-oughout tilt' world .

'Yet in all this hi-tech
commercial w orld there is

no tIling that looks
particularly democratic'

Reso" ..:t imptNtivt
The Athenians w. re unable 10 Tea h", the
id••1of autarky: polit ical autonomy resting
firmly on economic independence. Today.
with the rapid d.pl.hon of l'I'SOO""" Ihat
on ce ,,'. m. d inexhu.ti ble . and the
maldistribution of arable soil and minerals
"n thi: planet. the ...alily of rnterdependenc.
is illl.'SCl pable.

Info""" lion- teclrnolagy imJ'ft4li lY
Bu.ioess, banking and comm l'1"CO: all d '1"'Ild
on information fl ow and ate facUitated by
n.w com mu ni cat ion techno logi. >. The
hardwaJ'P of th..... technologies tends to bt­
systemic and integrated - compUlet. telev~

s ion, cable. sate lli t•. !ih.r-op tic and
microchip techn ologic,", combining to create
a vast int....activ. network.

Mo"-",,veT, th. purntit of ""ience and tech·
no logy as k; lor. even compel•. open soci ·
eties. Satellite foo tprint s do no t ....s pl'Ct
ltdtional borders; lelephon. wi..... penetrate
the tn<c<;( closed ;oci<:tit'S.

ThO' new technology's ""ftwa",;,; perhap:l
ev.n more glnba ii.ing than it. ha rdw....,
because culture has become mo.... potenl
than armaments. What ;'; the power of lhe
Pentagon compared with Disneyland? Can
the Six th FI•• t keep up ",i th CNN?
McDonald ' . in Mo""ow and Coke in China
will do mo... to c",atl' • global culture than
military colonisa tion .....er could.

Yet in . 11 this hi·tecb commercial world



there i ~ nOlhing that looh pdrheel .rly
dmlocratic. It Iprod, itsdf 10 . ur.'eill. " ," as
,...,11 .. hh.>rty. to n...., Iurms 01 manif"'oll.llioo
,nd co~e" con",,1a, well a' new kind. of
portidp"tion, k> ,b ""OO, unjust marl<el oul ·
rome< as well .. ll,,·.ler productivity.

The- consUIIWJ 5<ri<1y . ml the "pi'" oocj.

oer . re not quite synonymous . Capitah,m
,,1<1 d"",ocracy have a relAtionship, hul il i.
"""""hing 1.,;0; [holn " mamagt'.

£c,,'ogir,,' imprra liN
Th<o impact <>f globaliSdlion on """logy iJ.
clxho!~ kl the world 1&Id~ who ig""'"
it We kno,,"' well enough 1M! the Q,mtd.n
/"'.SI6 cu be de.troyed by Swiss .nd
II.IliaI\!l driving Cd'" ful'led by load"'" f'l'Irol.
w.. ..1<0 know lhdl the pl.>ntt """ bo, '''Phy>.i·
ale! by S.......,h<>ll"., ga."", bK.u'" B,uil",n
rumen H e burning dow n I,upical , ain
ft.",.." to dear • lillie !.In<! 1\1 plough.

Y<'l thi s ",,,logical <"""illy."e" h..
m&lnt not only g I.... a"'awnt'SS b1Jt also
llfI'll.. in'''l""lily m,xkrru..d ""iii,,,, try
tu .lam lh. d oor bo>hinJ them, .aying to
devdoping 1I~li "ns. ·T~ ~ w"r1d , a nnul
affurd YOU' modO'Oli<.at ion; ours .... wru"g
~ dry!·

The h&KIhn... 1,·.Iu", Ihe . uhnaliOl\dI fa(·
lion> 01 Jihad I't"g:Ularly lhey .'" cultu",". nul
""'''Ines; part•. nol whul...., ......"IS. ",>I ...Ii·
810116; ,~bt'llious f. , I", n' ."d dissenting
""n" rilie;; ' 1wa, not ,.,.,t wilh gk>bali,m but
with lhe tra.ditio""l ""lio....l.t•.

They includ ~ Kurd s . Ba .q,,~., Puerlo
RQns. Qu.>Nroi.. lht-Call1oli<a nl North.....
l......nd. lh~ Zulus " f In....tha, C.I.loni.", .
Tamil" .nd. 01 "'ll1~, Pal"'tini. ", - propl~

wilh"" l .0un tTl " . inhabiting nation. "01
their own.....king .m. II~, world. wilhin
borders I ~a l will . ea l them o ff Ir" m
<noderni.ry.
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Thm w""" ifill'" lhan :J) war.; in prosn"..

!.lsl Y"a,. Jrn.»l oI lh..", elhni<c, radal. trit>.l l or
T~hgious in , h. ,.(\ Th(- aim of many of
t""",, . "",1I...,ale w is tn redr.w bound-
.ri.... to ImplooJ. st.tes and ~~ panxhtal
identities. The mood is thai oj Ji...d: war not

asan instru ment <>f p<>hcy but a• •nemblem
"f id liry• • n e. p""",ion of rommunity. •nd
.n d in ilsdf.

711ft tortoises among
democrat /sers may

ultimately oul/it'e or
outpace tIle heres'

EV<'IT Whl.... th"", is nu ,J"xollng war th.....
is lradiou.lK'SS. """"ion . nd Ihe que!1 10'
. "",1.... rommunitil'S. Di,i nl"W.ti"n in Ih~

lu rm ~, Soviet LJnion m. y well ,nn li n u ~

un....ted - noj just. LJkr. i.... Indepmd...t
fro m th~ Sov i~t LJnion bul • Be-;. ... bi. n
LJ kraille independenl lrom Ihe lJkraini.n
"""bl;,; _ while Yugoslavia m.ke!""''''' Ihe
Sovl<1 ...perience look inUlgr'led ,

Amons I~ tribes, n>ligion is . lso 0 bolll...
fi<old . Whal"""r Enlighwnmenl univen;alism
might 01Kl' "'ve rome 10 g'.'" ""h hisluri­
<ally , e l. ted lorm. of monolhei.m ..
Judaism, Chrislianity . nd 1.I.m, in "",ny of
Ih... mOO"", inc.m.tion. they .re panxhial
t~tholr lhan cosmllp<>litln.•ngry ,.ther Ih.n
loving, rn-Iyti>.in~ ralh.. th.on ",-"m""icat
.nlnu. r. ther lhan ,.lionah,l. ""cl.ri .n
rather lh.n oil'i.<ilk , l'I.hllOC4'lltric ralher Ih.n
uni'el'Silli,ing

How ,an d~m",ra<y be .~cu red .nd
.pre.ad in . w(ll'\d wilt.;" prunary lendenciel'
. .....t be<! indiffl."n'Tlllo it (McWorId) . nd . 1
WUf'Sl deo-ply antitnel.lcal lo 11(jihad)?

Wilh tt!l concern lor . ccounubilily. I h~

pn>!<'ction of minorili... and Ih~ univ.......l
1U1e of law.• ronfed. r. Ii....:l repll'Sellllltiv..
sys tem would ..,rve lho politic. 1 n..-d . of
McWotId •• w~n .. oligarchic bu....ucr.li'm
or meritixr.lic elitism is cu""" lly doin!\- As
we .'~ .lready b..ginning to ~..e . m.ny
n.tlun, m.y ",<Vi"" in Ihf' lon~ If'rm 'lilly ~
,0n l.d ~'~ l io ns that .flord local '~gi o",

smaller Ihan "lIdltonS· n lcn.",. jurndiction,
R"",mm~nd ed ,~.ding 10' democ,. t, of

Ihe 21st century ;, nol the US ConslilUtion or
thf' Frmch Dedar.tinn 01 Rights of Man.nd
CUi.en bul Ihe Articl... 0/ Confeder. l ion.
that suddenly perlinent documenl which
slitcbt'd togethe, Ihe 13 AmeTican rolonies
inlO wh.t then ....mecl too loose . ""'Ied.... ­
tion <>f independent oI.tt", bul n<>W aw.rs
• "",",' fOnll of p<>lilic.1 ...ali,m, tl'r~""

of t..... new Europe ..... It'd.1 M ,trioenl wdl
.1I...t ,

By lhe ....... tok..n. Ihe participalol')' .nd
di"",1 fOnll 01 democracy thot engag'" citi·
zens ,n dVIC activily . nd civic judS"""'1 .nd
g"'-" wen beyond iu-I ""ling . nd account·
obii/ly - l h~ .y.lem I h.v.. , 0Ued ·slrong
dem ocr.cy" - suit. lhe polilical n"t'd s of
doa-nlr.iised """munih..... w. ll . s th...,­
erati , .nd n.tionalist pa,ly di ct.lo"hi!"

"'""dono.
Dt>mocrat. need 10 seek oul indigenous

democra h c impul o;es. Th~re is a l w . ~ s •
desi ... 10' self·govern m..nt. . lw.ys some
l"<p,..".ion of p.rticip.tion. al'C'O" ntabilily,
ro nsenl and rep.....nl.lion. ,.",.n in lradi­

ti"""l h""".n::hkal societi.... These ......:I to be
idenhfit'd . tapped, modified .nd inrotpO­
,.tod inlo n""" d..mocratic pra<tic<.>s wilh.n
indlg<'lIOUS flavour,
Th~ tortoi.... . mong democral;,.,>,. m. y

ultim.tely oullive ," OUlp.>l'r Ihe Ita,.... kI,
Ihey will h. ve Ihe time a nd patience 10
....plo'~ condition, .Iong In. w nd 10
adapt lhi'ir gail kI changing cin::u lon",,-

It ' <:r!3in]y ........ f'C"'ible th.llh. mUSI
at tractive d""""". lic ideal in the f. ", <>f Ihe
brut.l ....lities of Jihad.nd !he dull ....ali!ies
01 McWorid will be. conled... l uninn 0/
S<'1lIi·.utonornllU!l rommunitil's . "",11er thon
lIiIliotHt.t.... tied logl'1hf'l" inlo regional 00.>­

nomic assoc:iationo .nd m.tkolS large, than
lIiIlion~tat.. - p.>rticlpatory .nd ...11-dl'1..r­
mining in Ioc.l "",Uets allhe boItom. """"'"
..,ntahve.nd OCCUIITIldble al the lop.

The nalion...tale would pUy. dimini<hf'd
mle• • nd !IlWet1'ign ty ....,..,ld los<> som" nl its
politica l potency. Th~ Green movemenl
.dage · think globally. act loc.lly· would
actu.lly come to describe the condu(\ nf

polit"".

11Ii. io . n .di''''' ....-.Ionof an ""Id"
publi.h"" in n.. .1" • • "" M"./hl.,

March 1m.
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