
Monitors join forces
against violence ­

and for peace

0
"July 24. more lhil" 90 deleg.<t... repl'<"St"llling "''1.'' 3(1
viol.-na> maniloring OTgilnisalions, <AlIIIi' togl~h..,. ulld....
Ike au,pic... nf [d. .. In Johanr><"Sburg 11lls workshop

arooo' out oJ tk (TIfIlinuing roncem 1'l'1.lI,ng 10 1M tnd..."ic vic>­
k-no:\> which h.os griJ'P"d South A/rial

They ml't ag.oiM' a ';{1mb", oockground. Mo,", than (,() Ii' ·...
h.ld been JO$I , lnre thP indi""riminale and mind]..., violence
which occurred in Boil"ttlng; the .t.lh.'fIlt'nt. made tty political
leaden ,OOl(ale tile ""k of lm.;t bI'Iw""" In,. major acto", who
emO' had ga'ho.'Tl'd around ,/1(0 negotiation ldb'" at Cod.....; that
very morning. the JIl.'Wspap"'" ('{IvereJ the ot0ry nf the break.
do"Tl in the Sacrola/Cosalll negoti.>tion.. and il '<'eIl\f'd lhat •
g........l .trikewas nnw iJwvitable.

Thl' dek'8"l~ had 0010<" kOllwing thai d""f'ill:' the bl.-sl loten·
lion. of many, we have J.iIN 10 quell the vinlenu . A re;l(t'
A«ord h.>d been signed. peaa' rommitt and d~pul<> fl"M>lu·
lion rommit!"" had beton !\I'I up, Cod h.td b<.oen ","' I ..tab-
n.M:l. theft, h.Id b=l ""'"'" change in the athtud..> and behaviour
allaw and unle. f01'n'!i. many monitoring group' "'""" actively
a' worl, but , .... viol........ ronlinUe5.

c cn mhment
The same day. new!papen; ca rr ied prom inent ...ports of Ihe
arrival 01 the UN miMion under the le.d . ... hip of Mr Cyrus
V."", nda>.o hal """".<trolly call.d 101 intematioNl intervention
and wu .... particularly gLad th.t lhe s..rn.1.:lry.ce....oral h... ncm­
inak!d Mr V'ncl'''' the looad"" of that m•....mn. not only t-«.u...
04 h" brilliant and proft"!6io....ll'l'COT<l bul aloo bocall5<' has
........ president of t.... Fliends of ldasa in the Unit"" Slat lor
1IlOl1." than th...... yea", and has tl>o:re{= Mon in very close louch
with the slrulll:le for .I""""""')' in Sou,h Afrkal.

In . hort, d.ll'gat"" fmm mon itoring group" throughout the
country ....ali'OO I""1 they faC1-'d .n aw'-'"OTTll' ta._k. But what was
mcoo,aging. through..ut the m"'-"ing. w• • the .....:ognition that

dvil sucit1y """""" to playa oignilicant role in romllilling vio-­
~. Alooenrou raging was the preva iling mood of n-a lism, ron­
cern and .1"'1' commitment. Al t"" Inihal papo.~ ""'.... deliven.:l
by .-. rious spo.'a ....n from d . fferent orllan lsaHon. d Irectl y
Involved in violo:na' monitoring, t!lf' del.,&,t... movoo inw five
mi!ision gmu~ The- Clbjertiwo 01 the commi.sinn Wi'llll dtwlop
a proposal - b<lsed on the e,pe-rience 01 Ihe member! 01 the
group and modelo availaNt- tDItwm - /or the IJ1a;l riI«tiw mon·
itoring program"", in the p.-.....nl ron,,,,,t.

Al the.....t of the day. in lhe "-'P"rts which cam<' from ,he fiv..
groups. it was clear that d"'pile m.lny difference; Ih"", Wi< a
de"r romml'm.-nt Ioward. lhe- po.,,;sibilily " f selhng up I nati..nal
mon itoring "tg.".... lion " 'hieh rould ro-ordin. k' ..tfOTt._ but aLo;o
take """,i!<>ring b..'}'<'nd ", ....nt work - in the hllV" that ind ivid ·
u. ls and groupings would be nlOre effectu.l, nnt only in "'''p"
ping the viokonce but wor king creat'Vf'ly for peace.

teem
Dl'Iinili ..n. w"'" ""ught - is. monituring merely obs<>rvati..n?
lJoe:I it Ian Inlo the realm 0/ mOOlalilln .nd conc'ili;ol ion! Can
moni tor ing emb,a", f"i1i'a 'ion or .1",-", Ihe On' rul .. out the

Olher? Wh....l' . hnuld the prim~ ry focus ,>1 monitoring groups
lall? 5kould it t>e On the pol icl' a nd olhl'T .....urity fore"" or
siwJuld it involve all parties ronremed in the viok'OCelln particu­
lar. how can motl'!OTIng grou ps tlke tOOT w(>fk beyond .........ly
oko>rving MId ""-"""IIJ><ding..nd hoWnto . ..."" teeth"!lO that
I\'«Immer.Lations can be Implementoo!

A furthl'T '1u""tion C\>lIcem ed tke ...I.hon~kip betw....n the
N.tional ruc~ Aecord a nd the work of moni toring groups
(lb,.'inusly t/'lo;on' has to t>e ro-ordinalion, o:>-opt'fahon and com·
munlcalion link.. but In order to do the- job ad,-,,!uatl'ly and ffu!c­
lively. il was the Io\ener.l view 01 the worhhllp thai. M lional
monitoring organi... ,lo n should be ind"J'l"ldm t of lhe- ~alional

reace A=,rd, Whilst Il"COgnising the importanl ml~ 0/ tllto Ink'l'­
lI<Itional community, it wa,.lso str=.ed 1""1. in the final.""ly·
>is. the 1'l'>f'I,...lbmty fof on-golng pea<1" wa. very much lhat 0/
Sootk Africans th~msdv.... In !IOrne instances the inll'f1\ition al
rontlllUlUty rould gam K"ll.'S.S which wOllld tw norma lly d""ied
to loe-al groups , ¥try ct .,.., li.lw n wu Ihe...lore Importanl
bctWl'l'Tl thO'll' involved I",id~ South Airica and thoM- who rome
from uubid...

Proposal
In lhe conclud mg discmsion it was reromm~nd<'<l that IddOd
''''lUld laM> the f1nding~ 0/ th~ wurbh"p one . t..p furl""'" ld....
wiU draw up a f.nn proposal 00"'" on thF di...-ussil"".nd rec­
OIIUl\<"ndati,,,,, which will be liUbmilted to each org. nisation "-'P"
......·nted. A sf"'cial ""k group. ...·Ilh 'eginnal. "f"'ri>i." and polit­
ICal ....1"".""'. will be "" up, and un", the final prof'05oll /or a
nali<'lI<Il monitonng organisation h.b "'-'en confirmed by tke
org. nisation, conc...-ned it will bot p rtosentoo to th~ National
PNCI' Commi,Wo>, .Iong witll n>romml'1l<1ali"", n>garding logis­
hal and bud~.

IIo<patooll was. "",n~ 0/ blocdy camage. but the t'agedy ur
whal oc",rred th.t nighl h•• gal"dni","" b..>th South Africa and
the inl<'l'Mli" nal community into lWW ~cti<'n and new de!ermi·
nation to stop tke viol..n",. 11 bmugkt about a m....ling a t tn..
Securi'y COIl tlril,>l lke Unitoo NoH"",. 11 l'l'Sulled in a mMi,m
being",-",t from the UN und...- Mr V'IK~. who wilt aft.... in-d"f'lh
diSCUS'lion .nd '*-'v"ion. m.ke further reromm<mdahons 10

the Securi,y Cou nctl, which " 'ill aim"" Inevi,ably I...." In an
int""",ho",,l monitoring group in South Afrkl . It dOO brought
togetlW'T "'''''' than)l) rnonlltlring groups which bsve bl...... actiw
in South Africa. bul which have felt impolt'Ot in tlwlr iM l>ility In
get to grips with the vK>lence.

II the IOinl etturt5 of the- Intetnil!lOl\il and ""tional monllon nll
f<>TC\"O Can sav~ "n~ Itfe, can create a mort' peac"l'ful cli"", t~, then
even the tragedy 0/ lIolpa,ong will not be 0"<' merely 01n'YU1­
, ion and h"rroT but a loo one ,,( ou!r~;;e and m",... dl'h'l"mined
actil", to make furth"" IIoif'il!<>lIS' iml""""ibl~ ,
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