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BOIPATONG MESSAGE

Live the dream noy

From Page 1

It is not enough to march
each time when the funeral
processions far outnumber the
occasions on which we march,
and the death certificates far
putnumber the letters of
protest to the government -
and more i1s said at funeral
services than at Codesa.

These are bleak days
indeed. Days in which we
think that we can generate
pride in ourselves as a nation
by winning gold medals on a
sports field.

We are s0 good al blocking
put of our national conscious-
ness and from our corporate
conscience the daily death and
mayhem. We wan! lo see our-
selves as herpes; as winners.
And so we place the task of
winming respect and adulation
upon the shoulders of our ath-
letes, our sportspeople. And
we sit back in our armchairs Dean Colin Jones with Archlushop Desmeond Tietu The Argu
with our newspapers or
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change? The events of the past weeks and
indeed months, and in particular the
Boipatong massacre have yet agaim exposed
the South African government's lack of will
and /or inability to bring about peace and
ustice for all.

But we ourselves will not be doing any
better, we will nol be able to live the dream
now, if we are haunted by the nightmarish
ghost of pessimism and a “victim mental-
ity”. For pessimism and sel F-victimisation
are the chains of our cunr forging and only
e can free ourselves from them.

It is all too easy to se¢ ourselves as vic-
tims. And the mood of the victim is
inevitably despair, resentment and self-pity.
These feelings are totally undermining ol
true human liberation. We cannot build a
new society out of these,

‘Political posturing and power
positioning, corruption and
skulduggery are not what ordi-
nary South Africans want from
our leaders. We want hope
not euphoria’

Il is not enough to resist being slaves of
an oppressive and corrupt government
while also being slaves of our own making -
shackled to destructive patterns of
behaviour, trapped by bitterness and resent-
ment, overtaken by the violence of our emuo-
tons and actions - not [ree at all.

| appeal on behalf of all the citizens of our
maother city, to all our brothers and sisters in
those communities beset by violence, nol to
allow themselves to be slaves of yel another
oppressive and destructive master: violence,
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The two major political tendencies of our
alism — clash at every point except one: b
says American political scientist BENJAM

ust beyond the horizen of current
J events lie fwo possible political futures
- buth bleak, neither democratic.

The first 15 retribalisation of large swathes
of humankind by war and bloodshed: a
threatened Lebanonisation of national states
in which culture is pitted against culture,
people against people, tribe against tribe - a
Jikad in the name of & hundred narrowly
conceived faiths against every kind of inter-
dependence, social co-operation and civic
mutuality.

The second is being borne in on us by the
enrush of economic and ecological Forces
that demand integration and uniformity, and
mesmerise the world with fast music, fast
computers and fast food - with MTY, Macin-
tosh and McDonald's pressing nations into
one commercially homogenous global
network: one McWorld tied together by
technology, ecology, communications and
commerce.

They have one thing in commaon: neither
affers much hope to abzens looking for
practical ways to govern themselves demo-
cratically.

Four imperatives make up the dynamic of
McWorld: a market imperative, a resource
imperative, an information-technology
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