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Border farmers rise
to the challenge
(... but they won't buy a

one-man-one-goat deal!)
Sluttemaim !armef

union<, the li"",aOOn movements'land corn
mill""'. rural communilies, c;,kei agr icul
tural int. r.sts, service organisation< an(
technical experts.

The worhhop *df cover~d v,"
gn1und: the natun: 0/ the """""'t crisi,
in agri(u llure. lhe hi,lo ri,al back·

ground to land d ispossess ion, problem,
...lated to land hunger and <>plio", for a ",-ow

land dispensation. including lhe proposals 01
the government and lhe ANC.lnevilably, no!
much wa< resolved in t~rms of "how-, but
there was ""me ronsensus .bout wh.t need,
to be done .bout land red istribulion .nd
land u.", in South Aftka,

Key Issues 0/ co'''''''su< were the need for
./flrmative action to promote "U'SS to l. nd

for bldek I""'ple .nd for
extmsion scrviet' supro"
10 new blac k farm e...
Dclegal.. also .g.....-d on
lhe nt'<'t'Ssity of a f1e,ible
approa,h 10 len ure <ys­
lem<, the impor tance of
maintaining a vib ra nt
commerd.l agricu lture
secto r, the need to
urgenlly delermln e a
dem.rcation between land
for agricu ltural .nd resi­
dential usc and to find
new dpflnilion s of
"f.rm"- (10 include rural
women and part-t ime
farmen;l3nd "iannland"

The w"rkshop Slart ed
a~ainsl the bad<drop of a

number of sobering Slatemento on ...,,'iron·
""-",,tal and agricullural ron<lrainlS in South
Africa by Fort Hare ecolosist Prof Jock
Danckw<'lts which empha, ised lhe ........J for
reali<tic expectations a!>oul the a"ailabilily of
land and agricultural production,

He slaled it plainly: · The id.-o logi<al
d"",m of pca",nl agrirullu", on a o......m. n·

.'

•

....,lion of the Border farm ing community
who will probably not be much aff""tod by
'uch a ...leaS<' package_Yet, they w"'" ...gcr
10 b ke lhe di"",,,io,,,, hack to their commu­
nilies, many of th.m deeply conservative. I
heard 0"" Afri"""ns fanner - determined to
b ke hack the "'''''''ge - franlically organis­
ing for a pari..... to add"", his fann iog a,',.,"
ci3OOn.

Dis.:usslon at the worbhop rev~all'd three
issu,," of potential imml'diate influence: lhe
extremisl voiet' among while fanner; is {l\Icr­

empha,(""j on Ihe 1\3tio""II......,1; farmer< are
sufficiently aware of de"elopm~nls in 13nd
reform but need di rect contact with organiM·
tion, like the ANC and hlack farmer; and
rural rommunili<" to promote unden;tand­
ing; indi,-idual while farmc'" have · organ­
ised" tbemselves out of the debat~ on I3nd

Idasa reg ional d irector Hermien Kotz~ w~h Jock Danckwerst of FOri Hare
(mkldle) arid M,ke Kenyon (GRC)

",form, which will profil by their ,..rlKipa­
lion and h.. lhc potential I" P'C"enl ..,lu­
lions th.t are polilically and nol <ronomi­
c.Uy moliv.led,

The Katberg delegates - they allattcndl'd
in Ihei, private capacily - d...:idl'd 10 take lhe
initiative forw.rd 10 a more broadly -ba>ed
conferenet' in October where they hope 10
lea". f"rma l "1'""""talion /rom agricultural

By Rone! Scheffer

When a not·so-p,,'ge«ive Eastern
Cape rarmer wows goOObye wilh a
mock denchO'd fist salute, his sun·

burnt leatu"", radiating mischi<>f. one bow,
things <an't ll<' that bod. The · " "...m. n-<' ......
farm" d<:bahl might still gd {Iff tJu.> ground in
the white rarmingrommunity - and it won't
be short on irony or laughs.

)ohn Mallhews' good·humouTt'd ",lute
,a rne h'waTd, th. end "r • two-day land
worlr.s!lop ho,;led by Ida... ;n the Border ."'.
in June. It ,aptu.m the strong spirit of ",.1·
ism and ro·of""Talion among white fam,.. ...
who , ...,mN ,..,ady to divert Tt'SO"r("",, 10
. ,isling and prm)'l'diVt" black larmers and
to lace up to any possible ' sacrifices'
demandcd by a m,,,, land dispensation,

Tn...y lisl"",.,j with hvdy
ioten'S1 - and omne pnlles­
tation - to the "jews of the
handful bt..ek 1m""", p....
...nt tu the positions of the
ANC, and to lh~ ad,'k~ or
l<'Ch nical ~.perts, With no
d isspnti ng voice., for
c,ample, the .... hite fannen;
supporl~d th~ follo.... ing
(urg""U13nd ~l~ase pacl­
age for bldCl propk>,

• vic tim. of fo rce d
~m,"'al< mu<1 have their
land returned or be com-

P"""'"
• t.... u millioo hKlaTes

h~ld in trust for humeland
con<olidation must be
made av. ilable . s 500n as possible to blacl
rannen;

• ....h it~ raTm~ ......ho ..~ end~mi,ally

indebt~d ( ·. u p~r uneconomic farm~rs " )

mu,t be encouragod off lhe land and bl1ck
fannen; must get filSl uptiun to thal1<l0d

Admitledl y, the &0 ur SO farme...... ho
eam~ to th~ Kalberg workshop "1''''senlod
lhe mo....mut'nt and polilically ""lightenod

"



c. .. ions cl)uld be dished out 10 !,<,opl. ,
11>ings have kl bedl""'.....-d.. wid Pe:itei .

St.etdIing I'" hiotury 0/ d isf'OS'o"-""ioII in
South Afric• • I'ei.... lolIid il would be imp<....
siblt' to It'Wrt 10 I'" silWlion thaI t'Xisli'd in

the OJU"try :JJO l'""' • . '1f ·ant 10 do
llwt. it would ......... thai .... will ha to gi ......
the lady rn.. dl!<lrict b«i 10 the Jb.hJnf1I

and the J'I'OfW ....... b...... at KftJ<.a"""'"""'"
will "" In go b«i In NoW.· ... SoOid.

" o ner. lhe... w........n1 ..umpl~
......... land rould be ""'"' b«i II) the eng;­
...1 occupants Wldonul any p<d>ltn... Such.
..... W/IS Ih. Fingo peopl.. who ........
...movO'd 10 K..i,kamm.h....k from Ih•
T"""'I<.>....._ their land ..... <liD not
being I. ,."..,j bIy by lilt' .- white OWl\--

~

p,.;"" wid it W<lIlId .Pf'l"r thai the p<"ri-
urban land hung.... w.. mo cr itic. 1 and
urgenl than t 1 in II><- "'r.l ..

Dr JoWn n Ruoym of , o.-,"t'Ioprnenl
Il.> nk 0/ Soulh~m Alrie. wid ....perienc.. in
other rountrieos !\ad .I'own that it w.s impor­
t/lnl 10 m.ke land tr .n, f..... ' d ramatic .nd
speedy", Polio", th.1 may apf"" r politically
con" . .. ient now could rr...t. probl~m. 10
y"' ''' down IlIt: lin.., Tra ,,-_f~ .1", had to be
acrumpanied by a ,,>mp,.hen, iv, ' .. pport
prog ram me .nd parl i,ipa nt. h. d to ron­
tribut .. fi""ncially loward, II><- sm.-m.s.

Furthermo... I "",w.. 0/ t g.lII('" haY('
k> be ,I.n and ily ..nd t.and.ble wit h
mini 1R'dt.ape; Ct'ihngo rwd 10 be place on
land nd pm and <t'fl&in criterill mu<t
.... t"',bliohod lor~ Among l!Ioest' ........
producti,;ty .00 poIIlic.al «<:f'J'Ubility.

A< Ilw~ was d",wirtg: In. dose,
John \l.onhrwo. • J"D'f'<""'I" fanner dispos-­
..-.d by !be fi'<"'\'f1lI1Ws larid rortIOIid.o­
li<>n prognm...... in Ci'okft. rNted • We 01
orJ'O"II'lib" .. 10 bYd. 1.>......... His fa....
ily IW Wrrwd in tIw AIict' district lor four
gerwntions befo>no~ thoirland.

H.. lold how h.. h.d "begged" form.r
CisUi 1Ndtf', Chwf Lm""", Sebf', 10 identify
20 potenl...1 blad t.nnen whom .... rould
as6isIlo ...ubi""I~ on • romml'f­

rill ho... on I"" land .....ted by whilt' tann­
en around AIie('. "H.. I><-Id my hand for a
while and lhen lolIid no.'

The l'l'Sull w.. I""t. di.trict which ..sed
to p"...id. 20 p<"1"<..nt of the bccl ""luil'<­
"""'ts of t.... <ily 01 P,," Eh,.beth was k1t to
go to ruin. "And thaI to m. i. "' mud /I . in
.s th row i n ~ p..opl. off th . ir land ," .a id
M. uht'W. ,

fl. aJ dt'd : ·Ou, hi_tory of land is hod ;n
thl< " ",nlry. w.. mu,1 try and pul it behind
us . nd do what we C/IO abnul tbe fulu...•

'Unless they

get Involved,

white
farmers

won't have

'",
leverage'

Hi.'ori.n D. ' ..fl r..i...... who i. IlIt:
>t'CU'lary of II><- A~C'. land com­
mon i" n. .. rgO'd w h, l. f.rm.rs to

partiripalt' in lhe debolt' on land policies 50

t""l pol itic.lly acupt.oble .I_li...... t....1
.... f. ir to blac k.nd whil" c.n be foun d.
"L'n...... ""'" p"rtirip"l. immrdi.ately ..iailt'
I.>"""";;on' not J<lin5 In ""...... anyk-,(Ioagt' in
Ilw lI'Ie'dium and long It'nn.' he wid.

Ii(' cril>6ont wh.1 ... , . 11ed 1M "F.tht'f
~" fyI'IdlOfN' whim lht' goowmmenl
displo~ ill d""""'1\ up its \\-lUte Paf"" 01\

land """""m without '1) consulting a.D
in_ gto.If"!' Tlwturvw ~ ..'henron-

She wid Ih. r...'a.
iIK.....ing .upport for
otn>ns local g<>'"t'mfn<'fII
• INetu.... in Ih. ",ul
._ to govtm --....10
I.iond. ot<d COt1tro1 .nd

<Tit.";" for 1.00 uS<". "T1w minul. group'
find oul t""l Ihey will h...... control 0"""
t................. Ilw idHs roml' out'

In ""'P"""" 10 whil.. fa"""",' complaints
.bou' e()flflict wilh their blMk n<"ighbours.
Iloni le lack, a I"rme. Dil'Ktor G..n. u l of
Ag.icultu.... in Ci, k.i cu ....nliy fanning in
I .... Il.>Uou' di .t rict...id it wolS important to
promoit' und t'l'St.lnding bo>tWt'l'1\ p""'pl.. who
follow diU....." t t,'nu ... ' Y"t"",. and II> . void
g.nerali..hon, abuu t th.. prochc... of hl. ck
rural people.

~.rm b.!.is WIth ....f.... ffiOm<y in """"
-.:I vogeubJ... .. f.rric.1 in Soulh Amc.­
t"- ...vironm...1unnot .upport il. If Ihi.
oppro.1<h wm' III""'pl...:l,. IDOl"<' . ppropn_
,Ie c. lch p h r.~ wl>uld ~ "n.,..m.n...n...
pt.nd . pl'l'tty mi......l>Ic- on. . llhat" .....,ed

Dt-aling wilh the .spira li'>ns of t llt: I.nd _
It;c. I.rer in Ihe debate, RO. /lly Kingwill of
Ihe Graham.town Ru ral Commill . e said
rural blac k co mmuniti.. , ..nerally had a
de.. undt'l'Sl.nding of the ma<ro--e<nnomie
issu", invo lved in . gr icult" ... but lan d
remained . n "emul iun. l i..ue", To whil t'S
lIII"al land ..".......,.. unils 0/ production, 10
bIads commun.ll ,",urt' in the rur.l.reas
..... .~ of T«1Irity,

Man> than Nlf 0/ Ilw people tiving in the
....al rommUIIiT~ ........,j by Ilw CRe k'dI­

licd y .... land,", .00 e. TTY 1M dispar"l\­
." litlr of "oqu.onm", dnpil.. I'" fatllwl

• wm' hom in thow...-. KinriD .m
_ land poIicy .......1d .-d1O .......1t'

I~ 10 rur.1 I.iond for I....... pt<>plor
h.d no hope of bring~ irl "rbon
Iilr Mdonbarw .........unm>~

""-fy runnirls" high.. 50i""'U"l-


