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IN ACTION

An ANC that’s home to stay

By Paul Graham

he ANC national conference is over.

Resolutions, reports and leadership

-have been analysed and reported
erywhere,
. From the crisp flags, the massive banners
by renowned artist Andrew Verster, the hux-
ury buses for visitors, the laminated identifi-
gation cards for everyone from delegates to
SAP liaison officers through to the final rally
at which the new NEC was introduced to the

public, this was a display of an ANC that
was home to stay.

The cool jazz song, “Spare a thought for
Africa”, which welcomed the new leadership
into the King's Park Stadium and accompa-
nied their 15-minute triumph past the
crowded stands, provided a new counter-
poise to the militant poems and the loud
cheers from countries and movements of the
revolutionary East and Middle East.

Observers who had hoped, even as
Mandela himself hoped in his opening

address, that the ANC would talk with a sin-
gle and clear voice, have found it difficult to
distinguish that voice.

The opening ceremony was a symbol of
what the ANC faces. In a crowded and ban-
ner festooned hall sat 2 354 delegates from
15 regions (including the delegates under the
banner of “MK"); staff of all the commissions
and offices which merged three different
backgrounds - prison, mass action and exile;
the world press — eager for stories and espe-
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By Sue Valentine

reach out to millions of
young black South Africans
who are living on the fringes
of society, terms such as
“the lost generation” and
E"marginaEiﬁed youth” have
“slipped into the realm of
clichés, masking the reality of
a looming social crisis,
However, in June more than
-3l organisations and political
Broupings, ranging from the
Girl Guides, to Inkatha, the
PAC and ANC, met for a
weekend outside Johannes-
burg to look at the specifics of the situation.
As a working definition, the conference
agreed that the young people to whom they
were referring were typically neither in
- school nor in employment, no strangers to a
_Culture of violence, and burdened with

].ln spite of the urgent need to 2 ;' T
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Dr Mamphela FTan';phEIa with the ANC's Walter Siﬂuluat the

“marginalised youth” conference.,

strong feelings of failure and of anger. They
are not easily integrated in this society’s edu-
cational, economic, social or political institu-
tions — and they are all too likely to remain
outside society’s institutions even after the
accession to power of a democratically
elected government.

No skills, no jobs, no security.....

| Wha ftur yuth?

Throughout the weekend's
discussions — organised by
the Joint Enrichment Project
(a project of the SA Catholic
Bishops Conference and the
SA Council of Churches
aimed at giving young people
basic knowledge and skills in
fine art, dance, drama and
music) and sponsored by the
Kagiso Trust — the emphasis
was on the practical applica-
tion of what was being said
and the urgency for talk to be
translated into action.

A range of proposals was
submitted by each of three
commissions on what short
and long term measures could/should be
adopted in the fields they explored, namely
employment, education and the social
environment.

Although the conference theme was
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Home to Stay

Frowm -i'—",}gf 1

clally for the latest sanctions posi-
tion; some 350 international
guests, long committed in sohidar-
ity but many now with their own
countries in transition as commu-
nism and militant Islam undergo
sei changes. Rural demands,
women with an affirmative action
agenda, delegates from war-torn
regions and those in which infor-

Delegales at the ANC's 48th conference

mal repression and apartheid are
the norm - all had to be accommo-
dated

he conference, from its
opening speech, a moving
report-back of the exile by
Oliver Tambo, to its closing cere-
mony, a 3 am announcement of
the new nabonal execulive com-
mittee, was a turning point in
defining not a platform, but an
identity as an organisation with
roots, history, constituency, des-
tinv and a PT'L'I"'_ﬂT&H'IIT'It‘ IO & W
conbext
Nevertheless, it pored over
position papers and resolutions on
negotiations, violence, the role of
MEK, organisational development
and its own constitution
The top five leaders - Mandela,
Stsulu, Ramaphosa, Zuma, Nkobi
and Tambo in the new posbon of
| NEC chair - received a mandate
tor talks from the conference
The NEC elections themselves
returned a mixture of people
Analvsts, according to their own
needs, will have spotted SACP
members, militants, MK leader-
ship, moderates and whites.
Whatever the composition of the
NEC, it now has the confidence of

the conference and will be able to '

carry out the decisions of the

ANC with a lot more dettness |

than prior to the elections. For
many, the opportunity to elect
leaders through monitored secre
ballot elections was as important
as the outcome.

The ANC is, as its "Conlerence
91 News” suggested, committed

How do
we ensure the transfer of powWer io
the people so that we can achieve
democracy?’

io the central queston

gishop Trevor Huddlestone

opens e cConfarence

For them, the steps are remov-
ing the obstacies to negohiabions;
convening an all-party conference
and defining the rules of transi-
tion including an interim govern-
ment; and hnally the election of a
constituent assembly which wall
lead to a new constitution and

democratic elections J

Paul Graham is regional director of |
Idasa in Natal

YOUTH CRISIS

What future
SA youth?
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"Marginalised Youth”, several speakers pointed out thal this
term was problematic because of its negative connolations,
No positive purpose at all was served, they said, by con.
stantly referring to many of South Africa’s young people as
“marginalised” - in need merely of welfare assistance

A major coup for the organisers was in securing Dy
Mamphela Ramphele to deliver the keynote address

Dr Ramphele, a deputy vice-chancellor at the University ¢
Cape Town, was a founder member of the
Consciousness Movement together with Steve Biko in 1968
She spent 139 days in detention in 1976/77, was banned for
five years in May 1977 and was restricted to Lenyenye town-
ship in Tzaneen where she lived until a second banning order
was lifted in July 1983,

In Tzaneen she opened the ltusheng Health Centre, worked
as superintendent of the clinic and established a number of
self-help schemes including a brick factory, a creche, a hous-
ing project, bursary fund and irrigation scheme.

‘When children are relieved from having
to police the community, they will be
free to take their part’

In a detailed and articulate examination of the causes and
implications of the marginalisation of the country’s youth, Dr
Ramphele painted a stark picture, but one which resisied
defeatist attitudes and invited creative action and change

The problem of the so-called “marginalised youth”, said Dr
Ramphele. was one which contained the conditions of a rapid
downward spiral which could lead to the disintegration of the
black community as a whole.

These conditions included the breakdown of family struc-
tures, low job participation, high alcohol and drug abuse, low
performance at all levels, high crime rates, widespread vio-
lence, widespread despair and a victim sell-image. In addr
tion, skilled people and positive role models were moving
away from certain black communities exacerbating, the disin
tegration of those communities.

However, she added that the problem was not only 2
“black™ problem. The rising numbers of family murders
within the white community, along with the activities of it
squads and the Civil Co-operation Bureau were signs
disenchanted and desperate people whose world was also
disintegrating

There were also many poor, black people who did
exhibit the features charactenistic of a socety under extrem:
pressure and this needed to be acknowledged - and celi
brated.

Key questions needed to be raised and addressed in under-
standing the magnitude and nature of the crisis, said Ur
Ramphele. These included the causes of social disintegration
why it had taken so long for them to emerge and why certain
individuals succeeded despite overwhelming odds

Ower the vears, separate development and apartheid had





