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The people’s man of God

After half a century in the priesthood, Arch-
bishop Denis Hurley's commitment to achiev-
ng justice, unravelling apartheid, assisting its
victims and making the ¢ hurc h's work relevant
o South Afrca 5 a3 sStrong as ever

The Most Reverend Denis Eugene Hurley
the Roman Catholic Archbshop of Durban, Ba
busy man. Accepting only a handful of the
many mvitatons he recenves from intermabonal
organisations. he makes frequent tnps over
soas and travels the length and tweadth of
South Africa

His rare days at home are spent catching up
with what he desonbes 24 “endless better wnit-
mg . several appointments, usually with town-
ship people who are facing vanous difficulbes,
or perhaps prepanng a homily, and spending
hours on perfecting its presentation after it s
translated into Zulu, a language he admits he is
not fluent in.

Democracy in Action managed to snatch a
few moments of the archbishop's time — in
between him settling Durban’s streetchildren,
who have been turted out of their city building,
into an old Catholic school, and a trip to
Weenen where he held a service for 28 evicted
farmworkers' families who had been living on
the roadside for three weeks

When he speaks, it is with deep compassion:
“It breaks yvour heart when you see what is
done to poor, defenceless people. And the
perpetrators claim they do it in the name of the
Lord.”

His quiet dignity and humble yet strong
presence belies his ferocity as an outspoken
critic of apartheid and his continued highlight-
ing of the plight of victims of forced removals,
detentions and deprivation

His work has not escaped the eyves of author-
ties. As early as the 19408, he was charped with
making a “talse statement” conCeming atroci
ties by a para-military police unit in Namibia
He was acquitted when the prosecutor an-
nounced that the charge was based on n-
Sccyurate ntormaiuon

More recently, 0 1987, Archbishop Horley
was awarded R25 000 in damages in a suat for
malicious prosecution against the Mmister of
Law and Order It followed charges against him
under the Police Act for making allegatbons
abowt the actions of the Kosvoet police counter-
msurgency unit in Namibua

.. IDASA treats
the white survival syndrome.

Archbishop Hurley

Also in 1987, Law and Order spokesman Leon
Mellet hastily denied Archbishop Hurley's state-
ments that about 25 000 people were being
held in detention

He has indeed come a long way since he tirst
felt the calling during his Childhood days on
Robben Island, where his Irish father was a
lighthouse keeper

After matriculating at the Marist Brothers
College in Pietermaritzburg, Archbishop Hurley
entered the Novitiate of Oblates of Mary
Immaculate in Ireland in 1932, He studied in
Rome, abtaining licentiates in philosophy and
theology, and was ordained as a priest on July
9. 1939

On his return to South Africa, he served as
curate at Durban's Emmanuel Cathedral until
1943, and at Pietermaritzburg’s 5t loseph’s
Scholasticate of Oblates of Mary Immaculate
until 1946, He was named Vicar Apostolic of
Natal in late 1946, and the next year became
omne of the youngest men to be ordamed as a
bishop. From 1951, he served the temtory as
Archbishop of Durban. He has twice been presi-
dent of the Southern Atrican Catholic Bishops
Conference. and is still active in its Justice and
Peace Commission. He was appointed a mem-
ber of the central preparatory commission of
the Central Vatican Council in 19%1 and has
served on several religious commissons

Arc hbrshop Hurley was appointed as a mem-
ber of IDASA’s board of directors in 1987, He
does not hesitate when asked why he chose to
become involved with IDASA

WMOMAE REDDY

“| was impressed by the objectives and pur-
poses of IDASA’s two founders, Frederik van
Zyl Slabbert. and Alex Boraine | was impressed
by the people they are and by thew intentions
o educate South Africans 1o accept the changes

which will come. hopetully in peace

“It's a huge undertaking Tackling the ‘social
survival syndrome’ of white South Afncans,
their hanging on to power and privilege, is a

noble and difticult task

Although Archbirshop Hurley contesses that

his brimming sc hedule leaves him little time

(]

become a8 Tully mvoheed m IDASA a8 e would

like to be, e approves of the “very practic
way i which the institute s carmyng out
task — and its results

al
its

“The institute believes strongly in the method
of encounter, of exposing people 1o the realitwes
of Africa and to new social expeniences. IDASA
it petting people 1o tace the facts and accept

change.”

The archbishop does not believe that the NP
leadership is facing up to facts with their new

“reform” package. | would like to know
these leaders have the real transtormation

if
of

South African society in sight, or if they are just
trying to pull the wool over our eyes by calling

marginal change reform.”

And he should know. Archhishop Hurley's
achievements are many: he has astring of hon-
orary doctorates in law, literature, social
sciences, humane letters and sacred theology
from bath local and international universities

The city of Durban bestowed upon him

civic honours in 1972, and in 1975, Fran
enrolled him in the Legion of Honour

Ce

In Durban in 1976, he tounded Diakonia, an
ecumenmnical agency for social concern, and he

was president of the South African Institute

ol

Race Relations in the 190, “in the days when
it was the most active and liberal agency™ His
hope s that South African churches will be

come more active n endeavours parallel
IDASA's

o

“Sowmwe Churches already have wome

very helpful and productive programmees, such

as the Anglicans’ Partners in Mission and t
Roman Catholics' Pastoral
gramme

he

Planming pro-

For Archbishop Hurley, politics means the
ethics of social and working lite and of social

relations. And in that field, his dedicatson
his task as a bishop n tireless

to

Meeting welfare
goals by economic

empowerment
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lised decision-making and resource allocation
thn‘_}u“H a market system

He concluded by arguing that in the context
of moves in the CPE's, "it would be most in-
advisable for a post-apartheid government to
become preaccupied with issues such as
nationalisation of enterprises and land. The
welfare goals would be more effectively

met if the state were 1o concern itself wath
black economic empowerment; that is. with
raning the share of the black majority in asset
ownenhip and in managenial positions; aswell
as with guarantesing eguality of access in
employment and social services, while nurtur-
ng the market as the engine of growth in an
efficient, mixed economy

He proceeded, however, to draw attention
to the limits of redistribution and urged “great
care and hard-headed, objective analysis in the
decision-making process”. He then proceeded
to outline the mechanisms a future state could
employ to redistribute wealth and incomes.

In his closing summary after a lively dis-
cussion between the panel and delegates, Pro-
fessor Maasdorp said. “the seminar had been

grappling with a number of complex issues for
which there were no easy answers but that
there was an indisputable need 1o transtorm
the economy to a more just ane”. To support
from the delegates he sugpested IDASA host
further discussions on specific issues which
arose in the discussion, for example share
ownership schemes and worker participation
on company boards.
» |DASA’s Natal office is presently putting
together a seminar series entitled, Democracy
and the Waorkplace, which will address topics
such as those suggested. This programme
beging in September, Further information can
be obtained from the Natal otfice
Gary Cullen
Matal Regional Co-ordinator
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