s All are equal before the law

A third area of gross misrepresentation occurs

under the section entitled ©Justice”. Because

of its narmow, “legalistic” approach, the reader

s never allowed to consider the impact of the

much abused South African legal system on

the wider political struggle within the country
instead. we are told the South African Police

“is a paramilitary national organisation whose

functions are 1o preserve the internal security

of the Republic, mantain law and order, pre-
vent crime and investigate offences”. Similarly,
the primary aim of the South African Prisons

Service is “the protection of the community

against a threat from criminals who are in prison

under legal authority on account of their
criminality”. When one considers the state’s
repressive behaviour especially under the State
of Emergency, the latter “definition” reads like

a sick joke. The harsh reality with which most

of aparthewd’s opponents have to cope, include

— The gradual erosion, under aparthesd. of
ndividual nghts

— Absence of the rule of law, habeas corpus,
and related aspects of a sound legal system.

— The perception that the courts are unable
to advance, defend or protect rights be
cause they act as the direct agents of the
apartheid state.

— The existence of political trials, which seeks
to punish those who challenge the existence
of the South African state or who seek to
mobilise resistance on a significant scale. It
alo aims at deterring others who might
contemplate such activities

» Capitalism creates wealth

If the Bureau is to be beleved. South Africansa

highly successful example ol capitalsm. The

booklet boldly proclaims that apart from a

high inflation rate (which is “receiving urgent

attention”), South Africa remains one of the
cheapest countries to live in, It turthermore
claims that the South African economy is based
on private enterprise and ownership and a free-
market system. The country is therefore by far
the most highly developed on the African
continent, and serves as the economic main-
stay ol the subcontinent

While some of these extravagant claims
might in fact be true, the Bureau skilfully
neglects to inform the reader of the other halt
of the picture That includes

— In no other country n Africa s the contrast
between wealth and poverty as stark as in
South Africa. On average, whites eamn
between three and four times as much as
blacks,

— According to Operation Hunger, as many
as 1,5 million people are on the verge of
starvation. Some rural hospitals report as
many as 60 hunger-related deaths a month
The 1981 to 1985 infant mortality rate
(number of deaths per 1 000 infants) in
rural areas were 12 for whites, 20 for Indians,
&6 for “coloureds™ and between 100 and
115 fowr Africans

— Black unemployment could range between
frve and six million

How many people still belweve that aparthesd,
or the new improved version, s the answer to
the country's ills? This s South Africa could be
viewoed as a rather weak attempt at brainwash-
ing, were it not that this glossy product is prob-
ably finding its way to hundreds ot unsuspect-
ing persons. By distributing these pie-in-the-
sky fantasies, the Bureau for Information is
adding to the deeping of the political crisis in

South Africa

O Anthon win Seeuwh etk /6 rewesrch officer with the
SA Iratitute of International Affair

ECONOMY

Going for growth — while
redistributing the cake

Some measure of wealth redistribution is in-
evitable and necessary in a post-apartheid
economy. However this would need to be done
without damaging growth prospects. This was
the consensus among speakers at a seminar on
the economic implications of the African
National Congress’ Constitutional Guidelines
held in Durban on 28 june 1989 As one of the
delegates so aptly stated, “One can’t distribute
wealth if you dont create it™

The seminar was hosted joantly by the depart-
ments of economics and industrial sociologists
at the University of Natal in Durban, and IDASA
It was attended by business people, academics,
trade unionists and members of related deve-
lopment and research agencies,

Prof Mike McGrath, head of the economics
department at the Natal University in Pieter-
maritzburg and expert on the subject of income
and wealth distribution, spoke of the vast dis-
parities in wealth distnbution as a consequence
of apartheid social and economic policies

Companng South Africa with economies of
a similar level of development. he said it should
be expected to have a relatively hegh level of
income inequality. However, the added effects
of the racial segmentation of the labour market
had led w0 a situation where in 1975 South
Africa displayed a greater degree of ineguality
in income distribution than, “any economy for
which family or household income data is avail-
able”. The situation worsened dramatically
between 1946/7 and 1970, and income dis-
parities are still worse than the 1946/7 levels.

Since 1960 economic growth has ensured
higher wage rates for black people in employ-
ment. however at the same time the level of
black unemployment and underemployment
has ncreased  This dispanty reflects iself in
growng mcome inequalities between rural and
urban areas

According to McGrath, in the mad-1970s 30%
of Afnican households in the metropolitan areas
fell below their poverty line income. In the
black states 62'% of the population and inwhite
rural areas 74% of blacks were living in poverty.
By contrast only 4% of whites were in poverty
at the same time,

The consequence of this history of income
inequalities together with constitutional con-
straints of the rights of blacks to own capital
has left us with a situation where the distnbu-
tion of personal wealth was such that 5% of the
population owned BB of personal wealth.

Mr Tami Mhlomi. repional secretary of
COSATU spoke about the ANC Constitutsonal
Guwdelines and the Freedom Charter on which
it is based. He endorsed the call for a “mixed
economy in which a private sector, a public
sector, and a co-operative sector of the eco-
nomy should exist alongside one another.”

He stated that all South Africans had partici-
pated in the generation of the country's wealth,
vet due to apartheid policies this had been un-
equally allocated in favour of whites. He there-
fore believes there would have to be a re-
allocatoin of these resources. In particular he
called for an intensive investment in housing
and education to meet black needs

He guestioned the capacity of the private
sector to meet these needs entirely of its own
accord and repeated the call for the nationalisa-
tion of key economic institutions alongside a
range of other redistributive measures designed
to boost the economic power of the post apart-
heid state. He argued that due to past inequal-
ities it would not be sufficient for a non-racial
democratc state to create equal opportunites
The state would have to intervene in the
economy to attain the wealth necessary to
meet the promses of the Freedom Charter

Dr Ronald Bethlehem, group economic con-
sultant for Johannesburg Consolidated Invest-
ments said that in the cument international
climate it was unhelpful to be caught up in a
sterile debate between “capitalist” and “social-
ist” options for the future of the country. With-
in both systems the trend was towards a greater
market orientation

He said that South Africa’'s economy was
faced with contradictory needs. On the one
hand there was a need to pursue a labour 1nten-
sive approach to cope with the presently high
levels of unemployment and the continual
stream of new work seekers. On the other hand
greater capital intensity would be needed to
improve the country’s COMPELItveness in inter-
national markets

Dr Bethlehem ...
business must re-
move need for
punitive redistribu-
tion in future

D¢ Bethlehem said he believed the onus
rested on the business community to remove
the need for future punitive redistribution. He
advocated a strategy of “black economic em-
powerment” as the basis of black exploitation
had been relative black economic weakness
Two problems to be confronted in this regard
were that blacks would be suspicious that this
approach was a “technique to divert people
from political freedom™. On the other hand
whites might fear that increased black econo-
mx power would amount to a “depowerment”
of whites

Mr Peter Corbett of the department of eco-
nomics at the University of Natal in Durban
read a paper prepared in conjunction with Pro-
fessor Cavin Maasdorp of the same depart-
ment and Professor Ani Sitas, head of industrial
and labour studies in the sociology depart-
ment, This paper drew on the experiences of
other countries to look at the implications of
proposals for wealth redistribution

Professor Maasdorp’s contribution analysed
the types of economic reforms occurring in
Eastern Europe as these centrally planned eco-
nomies (CPE) move towards more decentra-

To Page 13
n
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The people’s man of God

After half a century in the priesthood, Arch-
bishop Denis Hurley's commitment to achiev-
ng justice, unravelling apartheid, assisting its
victims and making the ¢ hurc h's work relevant
o South Afrca 5 a3 sStrong as ever

The Most Reverend Denis Eugene Hurley
the Roman Catholic Archbshop of Durban, Ba
busy man. Accepting only a handful of the
many mvitatons he recenves from intermabonal
organisations. he makes frequent tnps over
soas and travels the length and tweadth of
South Africa

His rare days at home are spent catching up
with what he desonbes 24 “endless better wnit-
mg . several appointments, usually with town-
ship people who are facing vanous difficulbes,
or perhaps prepanng a homily, and spending
hours on perfecting its presentation after it s
translated into Zulu, a language he admits he is
not fluent in.

Democracy in Action managed to snatch a
few moments of the archbishop's time — in
between him settling Durban’s streetchildren,
who have been turted out of their city building,
into an old Catholic school, and a trip to
Weenen where he held a service for 28 evicted
farmworkers' families who had been living on
the roadside for three weeks

When he speaks, it is with deep compassion:
“It breaks yvour heart when you see what is
done to poor, defenceless people. And the
perpetrators claim they do it in the name of the
Lord.”

His quiet dignity and humble yet strong
presence belies his ferocity as an outspoken
critic of apartheid and his continued highlight-
ing of the plight of victims of forced removals,
detentions and deprivation

His work has not escaped the eyves of author-
ties. As early as the 19408, he was charped with
making a “talse statement” conCeming atroci
ties by a para-military police unit in Namibia
He was acquitted when the prosecutor an-
nounced that the charge was based on n-
Sccyurate ntormaiuon

More recently, 0 1987, Archbishop Horley
was awarded R25 000 in damages in a suat for
malicious prosecution against the Mmister of
Law and Order It followed charges against him
under the Police Act for making allegatbons
abowt the actions of the Kosvoet police counter-
msurgency unit in Namibua

.. IDASA treats
the white survival syndrome.

Archbishop Hurley

Also in 1987, Law and Order spokesman Leon
Mellet hastily denied Archbishop Hurley's state-
ments that about 25 000 people were being
held in detention

He has indeed come a long way since he tirst
felt the calling during his Childhood days on
Robben Island, where his Irish father was a
lighthouse keeper

After matriculating at the Marist Brothers
College in Pietermaritzburg, Archbishop Hurley
entered the Novitiate of Oblates of Mary
Immaculate in Ireland in 1932, He studied in
Rome, abtaining licentiates in philosophy and
theology, and was ordained as a priest on July
9. 1939

On his return to South Africa, he served as
curate at Durban's Emmanuel Cathedral until
1943, and at Pietermaritzburg’s 5t loseph’s
Scholasticate of Oblates of Mary Immaculate
until 1946, He was named Vicar Apostolic of
Natal in late 1946, and the next year became
omne of the youngest men to be ordamed as a
bishop. From 1951, he served the temtory as
Archbishop of Durban. He has twice been presi-
dent of the Southern Atrican Catholic Bishops
Conference. and is still active in its Justice and
Peace Commission. He was appointed a mem-
ber of the central preparatory commission of
the Central Vatican Council in 19%1 and has
served on several religious commissons

Arc hbrshop Hurley was appointed as a mem-
ber of IDASA’s board of directors in 1987, He
does not hesitate when asked why he chose to
become involved with IDASA

WMOMAE REDDY

“| was impressed by the objectives and pur-
poses of IDASA’s two founders, Frederik van
Zyl Slabbert. and Alex Boraine | was impressed
by the people they are and by thew intentions
o educate South Africans 1o accept the changes

which will come. hopetully in peace

“It's a huge undertaking Tackling the ‘social
survival syndrome’ of white South Afncans,
their hanging on to power and privilege, is a

noble and difticult task

Although Archbirshop Hurley contesses that

his brimming sc hedule leaves him little time

(]

become a8 Tully mvoheed m IDASA a8 e would

like to be, e approves of the “very practic
way i which the institute s carmyng out
task — and its results

al
its

“The institute believes strongly in the method
of encounter, of exposing people 1o the realitwes
of Africa and to new social expeniences. IDASA
it petting people 1o tace the facts and accept

change.”

The archbishop does not believe that the NP
leadership is facing up to facts with their new

“reform” package. | would like to know
these leaders have the real transtormation

if
of

South African society in sight, or if they are just
trying to pull the wool over our eyes by calling

marginal change reform.”

And he should know. Archhishop Hurley's
achievements are many: he has astring of hon-
orary doctorates in law, literature, social
sciences, humane letters and sacred theology
from bath local and international universities

The city of Durban bestowed upon him

civic honours in 1972, and in 1975, Fran
enrolled him in the Legion of Honour

Ce

In Durban in 1976, he tounded Diakonia, an
ecumenmnical agency for social concern, and he

was president of the South African Institute

ol

Race Relations in the 190, “in the days when
it was the most active and liberal agency™ His
hope s that South African churches will be

come more active n endeavours parallel
IDASA's

o

“Sowmwe Churches already have wome

very helpful and productive programmees, such

as the Anglicans’ Partners in Mission and t
Roman Catholics' Pastoral
gramme

he

Planming pro-

For Archbishop Hurley, politics means the
ethics of social and working lite and of social

relations. And in that field, his dedicatson
his task as a bishop n tireless

to

Meeting welfare
goals by economic

empowerment
From Page 11

lised decision-making and resource allocation
thn‘_}u“H a market system

He concluded by arguing that in the context
of moves in the CPE's, "it would be most in-
advisable for a post-apartheid government to
become preaccupied with issues such as
nationalisation of enterprises and land. The
welfare goals would be more effectively

met if the state were 1o concern itself wath
black economic empowerment; that is. with
raning the share of the black majority in asset
ownenhip and in managenial positions; aswell
as with guarantesing eguality of access in
employment and social services, while nurtur-
ng the market as the engine of growth in an
efficient, mixed economy

He proceeded, however, to draw attention
to the limits of redistribution and urged “great
care and hard-headed, objective analysis in the
decision-making process”. He then proceeded
to outline the mechanisms a future state could
employ to redistribute wealth and incomes.

In his closing summary after a lively dis-
cussion between the panel and delegates, Pro-
fessor Maasdorp said. “the seminar had been

grappling with a number of complex issues for
which there were no easy answers but that
there was an indisputable need 1o transtorm
the economy to a more just ane”. To support
from the delegates he sugpested IDASA host
further discussions on specific issues which
arose in the discussion, for example share
ownership schemes and worker participation
on company boards.
» |DASA’s Natal office is presently putting
together a seminar series entitled, Democracy
and the Waorkplace, which will address topics
such as those suggested. This programme
beging in September, Further information can
be obtained from the Natal otfice
Gary Cullen
Matal Regional Co-ordinator
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