vote?

¢ What difference

e To vote or not fo

FOCUS

will the DP make?

¢ Will whites give

FW and the NP
(yet another)
chance?

Some opinions on these

questions are offered
in these two articles

Voting (for DP) wiill
‘undermine’ MDM
agenda of real change

By CHIARA CARTER

The tomation of the Democratic Party has
addied a new dimension to the strategy debate
withiin the AMass Diesmacratic Movement (MDA

The MDM position towards parliament has
Alwavs heen mon-part icapation

Howewver, within the ranks of .]Htl--,ipdﬂ"‘l{-ll.d
whites, there are some who arngue that the DP
jnlgni" wles an opportunity Tor sfrategsd inbensen-
tecert whuch could ingregue the deamty within
the ranks of the ru:l.ru.:  Lass

Ihere have always been people who have
-'--:_'ui';h'!’ to work with parliamentany RIOUDS 3%
the Young Frogressuives, especially arnoond
SR =AU CAMPaEns such &% oonsc i son

Theere hawe Jiurd!'ﬁ.t'n.'\ iy T m'nr'ni._trHLn_-
inal amy Cco-Operaton withan such ETOUDS 15
futile smce they are part of the systemn

Confusion among whites who regard them-
selves as part of the MDM has often been the
result of a 1ailure to clearly define hosy thes
should approach elechions

The MDA hll.h',.l.-:ltt |.|5| 15 hased on the
reection of parliament as an institution which
wis designed 1o perpetuate the present system

While the MDM will use any means to reach
its ultimate goal of dismantling aparthead, it
believes no meamingtul change can be achieved
through parliament

Mass struggles

Instead, the MDM argues, change comes
through the struggles of the masses and through
international pressure on the government

The tricameral parliament, the MDM argues,
15 not just ineffective. It also creates the im-

préssion that there is participation in decision-
making and as such must be opposed

A leader of the MDM expressed this as

serving as a cloak which covers the nakedness

of the dictatorship

While ew within the ranks of the MDM
would argue for participation 1o the Houses of
Representatives and Delegates. the ssue be
comes mone complhicated with the House of
Asseminly

A recent Torum of community organisatons
incloging Cape Democrats wn Cape Town
endorsed the call for a bovoott of the elections
by all memibers of the MDA including whites

Meaningful intenvention

But within the ranks of ant-aparthesd whites
are many who argue that meamngiul interven-
tion is possible within the parbamentary system
and that the MDM should b sersitive 1o the
problems of working within the white consti-
tuency — an arena which is inherently con-
servative and steeped 1o parliamentary tradi-
tEon

Proponents of such a pragmatic approach
argue that the primary goal of work within this
constituency must be aimed at dividing the
ranks of the ruling class, thereby hastening the
end of apart hed

They see support for the DP, which has said
it hopes to serve as a bndge botween parlia-
ment and the extra-parliamentary torces, or for
certain progressive D candidates as a step in
this direction

But the counter view rejects both the analysis
of the DP as an ally of the MDM against the

DP: adilemi

By PIERRE DE VOS5

White South Afnicans will be faced with some
rather difticull decmsions in the run up 1o the
Hiise ol ".h'ql'ﬂlhh b= LIS On Frﬁ_‘-],'l‘!t-mhl:"r [ =]
According to Mr Jannie Gagiano, a lecturer in
poditscal sowence at the University of Stellen:
bosch, progressnve whites wall have 1o weigh
up the pros and cons of voling very carefull

In an mterveew wilth the student newspaper,
Dve Matiwe, Cagiano sawd that people who
eventually decsde 1o vote for the Demaocratic
Party wall have to scrutinise the candidate in
thew constituency o ascertain where he or
she standds :l-r'ul.hn: Jilly

Dr Dens Worrall and his supporters are for
example not miterestied at all 1o get “the people
to run the country,” Gaglano explained. “He
wants to use the state itself to concentrate the
power in his own hands and to then try and
move the political contlict away rom racial
controntation. He wants 1o use the state to
dismanthe the racial factor in our soCety — in
exactly the same way as the reformers in the

povernment and the value which support for
the DP can have

This viewpomni sees the DP a5 essentially
part of the system

Thus while its emergenc e indicates the deep
divisions which have sprung from within the
ruling class, the DP 15 seen as part of the prob-
lem rather than he solution

The interesis of the DP ane fundamentally in
conflict with that of the MDM, according to
this view

It was tormed because of the crisis of legiti-
macy which the government faces. This, in
tum, is a consequence of the successtul struggles
waged by the masses

Protect interests

Big business has lost faith in the Nationalist
Party's ability to protect its interests and has
turned to the DP to safeguard South Africa for
hig capital

This mesans that despite the deep ditterences
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forthose who vote?

Mational Party plan to do.”

“If it seems likely that F.W. de Klerk will be
able to deliver the goods in the NP, if he can
move the goalposts and speed up the process
of ‘retorm’, Worrall will be dead politically —
because Worrall 1s a phenomenon totally reliant
on the NP's lack of movement, their lack of
reform.”

According to Gagiano there is no real differ-
ence between Worrall and the National Party,
*And if his role disappears with faster NP-style
reforms he will say: ‘That is exactly what |
wanted to do. | wanted the NP to shift and |
succeeded in that'.”

Wynand Malan, on the other hand, is inte-
rested in an open society and an open political
system, Gagiano said. “"He is looking towards a
non-racial democracy where blacks would be
in the majority and theretore in control,”

Speaking about the third DP leader, Gagiano
said that Zach de Beer was caught up in an
economic liberal debate, “"He believes that if
the economy could be freed to help make
dramatic growth and development possible,

between the DP and the Nationalist Party, ina
very real sense the DP is seeking to undermine
the MDM's agenda of meaningtul economic,
social and political change,

Advocate Dullah Omar summed this up:
“The role of the DP isto make South Africa safe
for big capital and imperialist interests.”

The argument that strategic intervention is
possible 15 ruled out as tallacious. Rather than
co-opting from within, change comes from
mass pressures from outside parliament

In line with this argument, the Western Cape
forum adopted a clear line on participation —
none whatsoever

The call for a boycott extends to all who
consider themselves part of the MDM and rules
out membership of the DP or assistance for any
DP candidate, no matter how sympathetic

Instead, the MDM will concentrate on work
ing on campaigns around key sites of struggle
including houwsing, education, unemployment
and the Labour Relations Amendment Act

many constitutional problems would be solved
He doesn't really have a very good grip on the
political factors at work in South Africa today ™

At this stage, Gagiano said, it was extremely
difficult to make any predictions on the ouwt-
come of the elections for the white House of
Assembly. But he said that the results of his
latest survey had given him some pointers to-
wards the support that the various parties com-
mand with Stellenbosch students. It has been
said on many occasions that Stellenbosch is a
microcosm of white South Africa.

Voting tor the DP could therefore mean
voting for any one of three positions held by its
leaders

Many politicians and political scientists
therefore have a keen interest in the results of
Cagiano's surveys which are conducted every
year among some 500 students to test their
political views. Drawing from these surveys
Cagiano has some interesting observations to
make abouwt the coming elections in the House
of Assembly.

“The latest results of my survey don't really

‘The call for a boycott (in
the Western Cape) extends
to all who consider them-
selves part of the MDM
and rules out membership
of the DP or assistance for
any DP candidate no
matter how sympathetic’

Direct impact

“Members of the MDM need to use their time
and energy to build around the MDM cam-
paigns to be launched in the next months. We
also need to prepare for the Mamibian elec-
tions which have a direct impact upon South
Africa,” Omar said.

“The objective of the campaigns is to build
our structures and organisations into a power-
ful factor capable of preventing the imposition
of any settlement scheme which British Prime
Minister Marparet Thatcher might come up
with later this year.”

Fhe boycott decision does not mean the
MDM has ruled out the tactic of exploiting
divisions in the ranks of the government,

That option remains open but a strong con-
cern is that there should not be the kind of
approach which creates confusion, such as that
which reigned during the municipal elections
last yvear, when some whites voted while others
did not

Also still open s the option of alliances
around single issues,

In the case of a lan Van Eck or a Pierre
Cronje, the MDM sees its way clear to co-
operate with them around issues such as the
Matal vialence or the conflict in Khavelitsha.

(With acknowledgement to South)

Mr Gagiano
.. . No real
difference
between
Worrall and
the NP

show any significant shift in the voting patterns
of 1987. Except, maybe, that the NP is losing
support among the English-speaking students
Twenty-seven per cent of these students sup-
ported the Mats in the previoos election, but
that is down to 18.8 per cent now.”

Cagiano ascribes this to the “Woarrall tactor”
“Woarrall is an English-speaking Nat. He is con-
servative enough to attract the English Mats,
he explained

But his surveys also show that Afrikaner
support for the NP is slowly dwindling. “Since
the previous election the NPs suppart among
Afrikaans students has dropped from 71 per
cent to about 64 per cent

Cagiano wamed that these results did not
necessarily imply an increase in the DP's sup-
port among the students. “Afrikaans students
breaking away from the NP usually don't imme-
diately align themselves with a new political
party. They first move into a political apatheti-
cal position,” he said.

“The result of the election will greatly be in-
fluenced by the skill with which they can woo
the disatfected MNationalists into their kraal’

Gagiano also believes that the whole momen-
tum of the “pive FW a chance” feeling among
voters could have a negative effect on suppart
tor the DP. “It is possible that many students
and even some academics who took flight from
the NP in 1987 might be willing to give the NP
yet another chance. One of the biggest reasons
for the breakaway from the party in 1987 was
the style of leadership in the NP — with the
way in which P.W. Botha steered the ship. FW
15 being touted as a pragmatist, as someone
whao will be more open and approachable. They
see him as a more rational political decision
maker, more civilised and less rude than his
-IJT'.'FI{'CEE-'EU'F -

Cagiano mentioned another factor that will
boost the NP. “Now that FW has ‘taken over’
the perception exists within the white com-
munity that FW is in control of the state and its
power instruments and that he is therefore well
placed to go ahead with reform,”

“The international community is also giving
FW a chance. They are creating some space for
him in which to manoeuvee, That space is also
going to be used by the NP to encourage whites
to vote tor him,” Gagiano predicted

But nearly two months remain betore voters
2o to the polls — or stay away. A lot can still
happen in those two months, and as Cagiano
said, at this stage it is extremely ditficult to
make any predictions about the elections

® Pierre de Vos works in the publications section of
1DASA,
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