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'Stuck in the middle'
and scared

VERSATILE:A church on Sundays, • sc/wol during ,~ lM'k.

To Paoe 12

hand, they hop. the futon' will bring ••ub­
sidy fo. the local school

Most strikin g about Amalienstcin, "".­
haps, is a wid<'Sp",ad ignora ne<> aboul the
e1.cl ion, For ..ample, most people don'l
know th.t vot • ., n••d an ID book nr a
,'oter', cerhficat., and many don'l possess
such documents.

A ... Iated problem Ihat worri.s Adolf

NOTE WORTHY' On, of lhe droth MI, of
AnUlI'-"'Wtin

_._'. '.-'

prob lems . uch as disturWlICt"S of the "".ce
or pctty crime. The....... two instituti''''' /n,
achie"ing thi' : community m••tings and
Maria Ki. w i. " Ih. old•• t p. rs on in
Amalienst.in, who is .ererred to and
dd.r.-..d to as "!\1O<'dmjie" by.....cryOllt',

II is this self-sufficiency thaI AJIldli"",tein
fca., losing under a new disp.nsation .
People of the settlement also fear they may
I..... th. ir houses, dilapidat"" though th.y
a.., under a ,"",w go,'.mmenl. On the other

As South Africa mov" rapidly
towards a new dispensation, a

Klein Kaeco community fears being
passed by in the rush. ANYA
GERRYTS and ALBERT VAN

JAARSVELD spent time in a dorp

thai is struggling to come 10 terms
with the political changes .

THEelection juggemaut, alrNdy loom­
ing large in urban art'a. and in the
mroia. ".st. only a small shadow in

the Klein Karoo S<'Itlrment of Amalienslein.
Seemingly forgat ten by political parties, the
5 (XX) ......idents oIlhis old missionary station
are sceptical 0/ governments and ignorant
and apalhetic about the April election

As local primary school INcher Adolf
Hartman puis it: "How will a JlfW gOYem­

men! change our lile-style as the old one
hardly knows we .,is!?"

Between Calilzdorp and Ladismith by
road, Amal;,;,nstein lies;n ""'"
of the curves of the Swartbeq;
range, made up of Ih..... little
...ttl,menl . strung oul along
the ,lYe' which runs through
the .... Il. y - Am.li.nst.in,
Dn"",t..i .nd mar, Som. c.n
. ll th... Am. li. nstei n .nd
some mar, u k. yoor pick, Bul
it w., .s Zo.' thai it w.s
found"" .1 Ihe beginning of
the 19th cmlury by Lutheran
missionarics, as lhe blue C.ltic
cross. s on the w. lls of the
gra".yard and the old church
testify,

Typ in lly of the Kl. in
Karoo, th• •• a.. th ... chur·
ches in Amalienstein - the Lulheran church,
an NG Sendingkerk, which d,,,,bl.... apri­
m. ry school by day, and an Anglican
murch, Mosl of the inhabitants .... Lutheran
and most work •• labou",rs "" f.rms that
ring the district.

They h.". an en"i. bl. community spirit
and identity, growing wgctablcs on a com·
muna1 p.>tch and taking p.id. in the com·
munity cap.>city _ d.....loped in the \'a<Uum
01 go.... rnm.nt n.gl.ct _ for so.ting o ut

n
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Stuck in the middle

H.o.rtJIWl, ..ho -"'-!IftIM 10 ~ tIw
only "*'" P<'"l'" in 1Iw~ is .ab­
ho!;sm. This is ~ggr.~.l<l'd~y by
t~ ~qp .y.tO''''' "Mmy f, .m lobou ...'"
n:<ri>"f!"1t 01 thrir ""~ in dw /onl> of I
ddr nOOn ot U:ohol MuIr d tht p<q>lr
;on, '" dopt"d",. on this "n bun- h t thry
worry mo....boll! 100;"' til,,;, .Icohol
...ppty INn .abcul dw poMitoihly 01 bing.........
~in~-.udwhom=

coIouml- wony.bout Wins -oIud. in lhr
middl.- . "'T1w whll. g..........m.nt loolftl
1ft.... tIw whit" ~I".· I~ ...y. '"Won',
I bl.ck gov,,'nm,," t do jll" thO' •• m"
forbIKu]"

'Most propll' don't brow that
voters need ,m ID book or a

voter's certificetr, lind

In any dOIl 't possess such
documents'

Anothn difficulty is llw boNviour of one
of the whit" l'I'1I'I4,'",;n l/w ~ismith dis­
t rict. H" "mploy••I>oul 500 of thO'
AmaIitnob:in romml,d\l'Y .. Iobouft>n .and is
notorious,~ lMOlIl!~ whi... /anroen.
fur~_ollUs~

~, «OOldi"3 " C\'Ill'Ift\Ufti ""J""lS, hi'
if ~lIn'IinS10 '"'- 10 t;iw~ Iht
door off on~ dI.y ....... thry ..... lor
his P"rtr-

But poq>lr in~ "-'n 10 ;ldd

tNt no!.o~ in lilt~ ........."
in this ...y. Thr I,",," in qut"bOn is dis­
'ppro,·t'<! of .1\" oillf. I"m"rs hu e
promiW 10 lr6llSflO'1 thrit workton - .and
Olhn wabn - 10 tht polling booth0l'I fi«..
bun doy.

S o tt ..o rthy .long th" I'md 1;l\king
AlNlimslm Dron-Iooi .and lou ..... .........
ol ·d....th t>f.Ils" which.ft' toIltod .;gorousJy
..."""....,........ in ltv ""'lemmt di<'s. II is.
haunting 00IUId . nd ,..... tho poooplt INr ""'}"
sound foe tht>ir whoi<- rommunity.
Th~y fca r I"". ; Ih~y hop" fnT an ~a ,j ~r

futun:. Tht-y value th.,;r ind"p"nd~""" and
for llli. ",a ..", w. nl In I:.n(>w mor~ aboul
",sinnalgowmlll<'ni. Tht-y pl~.d for voler
ed ucoti on _ no l parly p ro pa g. nd• . nol
em ply p'omi.~., "ju. 1 ""m~ . I r. ig hl­
forw. rd facto".

Any. Gonyto 10 ..........
AI_ d 10 _rina ~;_oe

.. '-1I.. 1~1y <>I Capt TC>W1\.

"

'Truth sets
a nation
free'--,
"If ..... wanl oW htabnf: to tlb pIaa- in

lhio naborl,. .....""•.., 10 Ulow tlv 1nIth." "}"
Iloraino. "II ifllw tr\Ith II>at _ a nation fzft
- it dorom'l bind it"

II is~.tw, he ..ys, thal ......y
~~ an. dnf"'r.1l! 10 lno'''~ forward and
avoid dw~ll ing on the PU I, ""t thi$ ma.y
WoB .gainot IIw~_t of rec0ncilia­
tion. Evn'I if tI\mo has beoe<\ . change of heart
.mong ""m~ of lhose respon5ibl~ for th~

wrong> of tho pa.I. this it noI mough.~
wrnng. ",main an ;••u~ Illat n...,d. to ~
d....lt wilh in • fo"""l pl"OCn8,

Such •~ . hou ld involve, al the lea.t,
..tabiishing .nd adUlowlodging lhe trulh,

-n..- who oay we shouldn'l T''''' up lhe
pasl .hould t. lI lhal 10 t h~ vicl im. 0/
. poarll'W'id. W~ hov~ loli.l..... lo lhoso> who

.../ferod," "" obooorv...
In ord~. 10 und~..I.nd why lhe... i. '"

mud! anger and biltt'mtM in lhl' black (001­

munity _ and 10 ~Iil- m.- who ........<Uf­
ft.r't'd to ~in • '"'"" of dignity _ South
Afric...... no:o:d 10 he.r tilt truth about whal
11)0\:. pIia in IIw country "'..". tilt F-I four-for tht ..icti..... in poattioola.,~ is •
vitafddfo"'d bc"'Hl'~ and ..........
oil. brtwftn Ulowlt'dge and an-Itdge­
"""'- ..,.. 1kJruw.

Ht ~mpha'i_ thaI ....~ge is not tho
ot;.cti>T of can. for a~ of add=oing
tIIt~of1Iwptst. ard~any­
.... who doubt> thif 10 tall 10 tilt vX-timo 01
'p.lrthrid. "You'D Iwr it if not .....~ thry
w;onl. bu l thr trutll-"

He- bri....... thot adnowltodging lhl' truth
i. t h~ fint .I~p in a p rll«'" of huhng.
Sn-I:.ing iu.tiC'<' and . ff<"Cling .~,hlu lion

wou ld ha,'~ 10 follow.
Bor. i has 1\'ffI1l ly rmbarbd on • pro-

gr.m im<'d . 1influtncing nalio...1po licy
on iu,tkt>.nd l't'roIICiliati,,,,.•nd will d.,volo
him..... lf 10 il full·lim.' "n hi._..li""".,,1 from
Ida"" long ~'p"riolK't' in l>oth tho polili -
c.l and theo!'WC. 1or - he strvtd as .
mini, le r fo. m.ny y~ btoroming p ....i-
dml of lho> M.'II>"d i. 1 Church of Sou lho>m
Afric. - gin.. him. uniq.... M 01 , tills for
lhr ta ,

EIor.i tq.... 10.... tilt .ppointment of a

VICTIM' It/bit 5«101 of lilt ItNC ;~i..rtJ "Y
• at!' bt>mb i" M.,...Io,

Trulh .nd Roconcili. l ion Com mi•• ion ,
wlUctt ... be-lit\"" """'lei be-~.

impartial and judiciaL Whi. thr Av.c "' OIl
rtCOttf .....pponing oudI • body, tilt pro-­
ft,"",," 01 t'" go~ .....in~ S'atio<!. 1Put!
..till .....m.. to be- for drawing • ~o;l 0'".....

Tht prop_. which", dnJgned os'
porticipatI\.. proc-. btg.an pubIdy with •
CCJt'Im-:.. in SocIortOt1 \'iffi a, tho....t of
FffI",..y. EnhllN "Ju.ti« in Transition:
o...ling wilh Ih~ P••I" , Iht conf~",net

moblN • widt- r. nge of South Africa... ­
hu","" rights octi.... Itg;.d 4adnnio;, rtp"

""""tan" .. from """"S<"-.mmmtilI "'Y"i"
..buns and mnnbcn 01 thr Cabintt -10 hN.r
firsI-hand from p""plr 'i"" A"~ s.rn.. and
~y.mi Gmi..~.roul thr ... ffmng infIicttod
bj-' ltv .parlkt'id onkr.

o.,lt-g. I,.. 1i,1ffil"d to promi ....nl figu ....
from E.,tom Eur0p" . nd Sou th Ame.ica
who .pok~ on ho w IIw issu." of lrulll and
",concilialion, a mne, ly. pro'tcu!ion and
r<'Slitulioo ..~.. d.,.ll w;lh wh•.'O ....... demo­
cr.bc g<>\,<,","""'1:0 ..~ft' put in place in lheir
ronnl';", AL;,., p.......,1 w..... " 'P""""tativ..
from Mala..~ Zimb.ab"'t. Moz.ambiqUO' .nd
N.mibia,

Ont of tilt major ."... oI lhr c:onfenonct ­
which will bt "'J""It'd in ........ .....i1 in ltv


