
EDUCATION

Shades of schooling
By Paul zonec

Learning I'\'tlat they can where they can , pup ils at a
Soshangwe school.

THE rou,ation cri, is in Sou th Africa i. rife with , tatistic;, but 'p"'"
• thoug ht for r.,ident. 01 Soshanguve, 0 township norlh-w..t of
I'relO,ia, dose to Ih. notoriously imp<>v.,n,hod Wint~rwldl ."'. of
IIophuthatsw. ",,_

n,., "'>pUIOlion in the township. <'Slablished in 1975. is about 3!lO (0)

- 18 OOJ of whom aN squatters. P"""",ti<m of W,ntt'rwldt ...,iden"
by the Bophuthat,wa"" n:gime (in )u"" la'i y",r they were lhreat""'-'<l
wilh forced ",m,,~.l) have driv en
many to seek relug. across th~

"border" in Soshanguve.
Wit hin th e 39 Depa rtment of

f ducation and Training (DET)
sdools in SosIY nguve "",',crowd·
ing is wid<'Sprcad.

An ~..mp l. of cond ition" at
Morula S<hoollessons .r~ con ­
ducted under th~ . hade of four
morula IT.... while they wail for
their prmni>l.'d l""'porary structu",
from the DEl. Th.r~ ale 1 600
pupils, Dul only .even leacher" We
The", a", no texlbools 0' black·
boards and Ihe spobn word is lhe ,
only mea'" of t_hing.

The "staff room " is und.. a fifth
morula t..... where monting a>."",,­

Ny and afternoon devotions'1'O.1«> held. TI\en, is no running w.ler
and no t,ri1els. Torombal h",t . nd dehydration, te""he... carT)' hires of
w.t.. 10 the school,

At the , tart of the 1991 ..,hoo! year. Central St.l, School had an
inta ke of!l89 students , Two wee k, into ter m (and, arguably, in
response to the ~ECC', "baek to ",hooI" eampaignl. this figu", had
rison to 3 129.

Mosl """"'lly, lhat ",hool"". be<>n unilaterally closro down by the
DET, because of "unruly" bl-haviour by sluden" arod ", ha,>Ii<" rondi_
tions whi<:h made education imJ"""ible,

This action ni", in the race of n>commendalion, made by some B(X)

delegal'" 10 Ihe Soshanguve Education Co-ordinating Committee',
day-long ronf""""" em january 20. AI.., at lhe """"ing ""en' Iwo DEl
cin:uit inspe<tu" . nd two representativ", from Ihe NECC (NalioMl
Education Co-ordindting COmmitt....),

The conference I't'SOlveJ thai since the DETs ",hooI management

cooncits had at...dy dLsbanded, Parenl-Teacher-Studenl A.<6CJCiatiuns
, hould be elKled to help admini'ler the schook

An importa nt ta, k would be to o,<ist in """,ring the fina""", for
",hooladminLstration and equipment which, in many casel, was paid
for by sch,'" principals oul of their own pocl..et.,

Regarding lhe admission of studffi ts. it wos decided that:
• students who failed the 1990 .""minalions should be allowed to

repeat the year ra lher than being
di,missed;
• only ,dl<Xd principals, wilh the
.ssislance of teachers , .hould att
as admissions office... to schools.
n."", would be no ' Iudent ",rhci·
pation;
• principals . ho uld discuss the
nodi.tribution of pupils wbere pos­
, ible to avoid overcrowdin g in
schools,
• regisl.. lion of stuMnts ,hould
be com pleted by the end of
January.

The Soshanguve Te",h e,, '
Co llege of Edu,ation wool d be
open not only to boa rders, bot to
locaLday students os welL

To .",ist in n:-pai... to the many
d.m.ged schools in Soshanguve raeh family wou ld be ..,ked 10 con­
tribute R2 The PTSA, would take respon'ibility for these funds. The
DET would also be approached to subsidise repairs os wrll a, 10

improve lighting to a",i,t in ""fe-guarding ",hool pretnLses
C.ret.k..... would also be 'f'IX'inted .nd parent. in the are' of _ h

school would be rncour.ged to help tab I""""utionary """,-, ures to

pn",ent further damagr
To.crommoo.le the I.rge nu mbers of student, who had ....ponded

posili,'.ly 10 the "bad to ..,hool" ,ampaign. temporary structur",
were urgently needed, Delays by the DEl were noled with seri"us
concern,

Teachers were also d....per.t.ly needed. The conference was told of.
thirst by smden!> to learn, bul of the h.ndful of (oft"" drmor, IiSl'd)
teach.... who still had adrs ire to t"",h. :;:J

P.ul Zondo i. Jd. ..••~ion.1 <<>-<>r<lin.tor in Pr<toru.

Debate breaks new ground
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also to speed up Ih. p'''''ess of refo, m. the
ANC would continue cailing for ""llClions and
implementing l""lIr.mmrs of mas, ,><lion.

Dr Olver ", id Ihe NP rejection of . con ­
stitu enl assembly was un.ccrpta ble.
K"l!otiat ions should be a drmo",atic prn<:es'
involving people on Ihe ground rather than
politicians behind dosed doors.

According to Mr Mzw.He Kdle1. of Ihe
Sooth African Communist Parry, the expecta ­
tion ""i,ts tha i Mr De Klerk , huuld be thanked
_ however. lie had I\<~ done the people of South
Africa • favour. Thou.",nd, of 1""'P1e had died,
and had beeIl destabihsed und.. af'lrtheid leg­
islation, .nd . lthough the repe. l of th~ acts in
qu",tion was certa inly wekome, the . trugg le

"

for naliona l libera tion wa s not yet over
Political and economic pow'" was at Ihis S1age
sti ll in the ha nd s of the white minority,
Thr rr f" re the SACP would join the A~C in
intensifying the struggle. and make Iheir pres­
""'" felt in the fattories .nd the . tl"-'e!s.

Cert.inly One of lhe mo,t f. vo",able .spe<t,
to come out of the m<'t'ting. and one which was
",it..ated bymany who . ttended, was Ihe good
spirit th.t exi.ted betwr.n the pa"rllisls . nd
their respectiv. sUPf" " b...... in the .udience;
.nd that considerable <ommon ground wa.
found ,

Dr fIorai,.., romnwnled on this in hi, d05ing
rem.rks, and ""id that Ihe de-sire for a "ew.
non-r"";,,l, d rmocratic South Afri<:a had beCl' a
l"""'islent theme, How,,'er, one could not o,'er­
look 1m, negative a'P""'>' the fear. , u'pi<ion,
. od anger which still exist. He used the exam·

pIe of. town,hip youlh, who . uffered and is
stillsuffering the consequ"""," of our history; '
lack of education. h"u<ing, he.ith and tron;­
port facilih"', unemployment a"d vi" lence,
" How do you persuade th. 1 youngster th, l
there is a newSouth Africa1" Dr \lora ine .,ked,
Hr ,tl't'SOed that. un ;"', . nd until the drsparo­
tion 0/ Ihe youth in Ihe townships is add~
there i, no chance tM I the democracy we.1I
hope for will be alt.ined,

What is needed. Dr \loraine said. i. a S''l''~

0/ reconciliation which must com. fn,m evorj
p"ssib l. l. v. 1 - f'o m homes, bu .ine"",,
schools, sportsfields, That is wM t the dem...
oali< I'fC""SS is all about - making it pos,ible
for .n of us. ,
B... Robflt. i. Id. ..·• 'egioo. t , .,...,-dio" o<;o
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