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Activists vs Academics
at gender conference

',pecial'S1David Everatl

• It pmvided . , ignificam i!1put ()[ intellectual
,upport, ~uid" n<e ' nd "'phi'lkot ion 10 the
AN C. This woo ,e\,~.I.d especially or t~.

Morogoro Coni.",,,,," whe... 1m- ANC. doplro
many of the ,,",pr throl'l'lical oon,lruclio,,-, of
tOe SACP, and
• It played. ma jor p••! in thenri, ing the
"rn~d struggle and developing poli tic.1
military s tra tegy.

THESE contribution, di..ppe. r in the
coo led of the new intem"tionAl , itu. h,m and
lhe nonn"lisali"n " f national politics. As the
Iransiti()n to democracy prot'!'t'ds, the alli-m".
mu,t come undeT inUN , ing p""u"",A pri­
mary """", tor this is s.irnply thot the d,.wing
up of . nt'W c<m, tihllio n and the election of.
dem'lCro tic govemmO'J\1 implies the end'" Ihe
;Iruggle for naho",,1 lib<>ration, the li"t ' t'ge
of the ","oIUlion , The them <li<ol fouod.lion
for the . Iliance thus di, w l\',,",

1'IIeT'e can he little dou bt th. t the ANC and
SACP will enter n"l\otiations tog<-lllt'r . nd will
"main in alilarKe until after . 1l\'W ronstitution
is drown up . nd implemented,

It.is, however, dear thai lhe SACP is p"'l"r­
log ltself fm an independ l'J\t existt<nc< al some
stage. II is att""'pting 10 =al. an idl'J\tity aod
'"Ppo, t bose of it s own " its l.rg. sc.l.
~Ull(hing, a",und lhe rounlry haw indicated,
IlLS assiduously cultiv.ting a wor king class
base. II ronlinues to projo.xt ifS<>lf as the major
<hampi"n of ""ialism,

The nature . nd liming of fhe dissolution 0/
tfJ<, allianc. is a matter "f 'f"-'Cuiation. Th.Jt it
Will introduce. n important new dynami, 10
''-If pohtics is irtt'iutabl.. :J

Simon H""," io . l.w ",,,d.n','
Rhod•• Uni.....ity

By S ue Valentlfle

T HE thorny Gu"'lion of the '01. of .ca·
d.mi" . nd th. ir relation to >ctivi,l, and
"lhe ,truggl. " {th. mi. of . ctivists did not
come under scru tiny) domin.ted lh. ti" t
ever "onfen'UC<' on women and grnder h. ld
in Southern Afri<•.

Conference organisers and .he (main ly
white) academic d. l.ga les came under /ire
ir"m both activists and selkonfessed bl",k
"middle d"",· pmf...i""" l, as the tension,
inh.",nt in a ""i<-ly as sk""'ed a, ours bub­
hied to the , urface ,t the Uniw rsity of Natal
,..nue in Durban,

I! was on d,y two of tho four-day <on!er­
. nce, rich with local and intern,lional top
flight wom.n .c.demics/ ......arch.rs, thaI
the sparks started flying during , panel d is­
ru" i,,,, on "conct'ptualising grnder" .

In the ch.ir was Univ""ity of C.!'" Town
politi"l studi"" Imurer Mary Simon, and
on the p.nel were Belin da Bonol i (Wits
Uniwrsity sociology d'1"rtm""tj, R,,,,,li nd
Boyd iMcCill Unh '.rsily, Can ada), Ann
L.".tt (VCT psychology depa rlm.nll ,nd
Gin ny Volbr.cht (l.:cT so<ioiogy
d'1"rtm.ntl.

Al the oul«'t, p.nelh,ts maJo p"rcoptive
oomo..nt, about lho task of <;<mceptuali,ing
~ender and the n.ro to do SO in lhe S•.)uth
Africa ront.xt - a <onted of d",wbili",lion,
unemployment . nd violence. Pow.r rela­
tions n.roed to be underslood so lhJt f.mi·
ni't schoiarship, which~ in'titution­
,lised knowl ed ge , could "'0' . in to tho
"",inst""m ",h.", po"'... was "..ted, but at
Ih. sam. time transform tho", ,trUelU""
.nd practict's

Add.." ing the i"o. of who and how
gender rould be ron"<'ptUalised, Bozzoli ",id
it was tco.) glib an ." umption to assert that
the two soparate uni,'e".s of academic
research . nd on-tho-ground a"ti"i ty could,
or , hould, be brought together.

F OR . cad.mic work to be val uable il
n.roed to be thorough . nd to ,tand up on
il> Own terms. 111<' t",o worlds could not be
rollapsed into 0"", but ob\-iousiy it WJS pos­
, ibl. fOT people to w." differen t hats and
.ngage In aeademic 'IT acti,'i,t work at dif­
f""",t tim"".

Responding to this from the /loo" an
Am.,icJn -ba s<'<l vistor to lh. conf....nc.
argued thaI there should be nOdistinction
between the two. '1 am a. much.n activisl
.itting behind my desk doing researc h as
wh.n I might ' pend a night in pil for actions
in a publi. prot",!." ,he said.

As tho discussion moved from the dislinc­
tion - or 1a., k tb."",f _ bet",,,",, ac.demics

and ' eli,'i.ts. and began to lackle th e p....
dom inantly whit. romphion of tho oonfer­
ence, conf.",n". organi, ers had 10 "pl. in
the ""lure o! the ..wnt

They said that after much lhough! it had
been decid. d to ho ld an acad<'mic ronfer­
. nco. but thai women 'clivists would be
drawo in as much JS possible, De; pite exten'
,h'e « ' n,ult.tion, how. ver, th. ", had been
very Uttl. response ftt,m women in lho...
organi",tio,,-'

In response to a , ugg.stl on thJ t the
.ctivistS.l tho ronf"""",e should meet "'!"_
ralely to "red.1m'" th.ir spa"e, • de leg.t.
from Mozambiqu. o""orwd that separate
m...-lings w'"" divi,ive . nd futil• . "We must
do things o!",nly .nd Iog<-lher: , he ", id

While S"m. 01 the audienco felt thaI the
d jffer.ncos b.twee n p.opl. , ho uld b.
"""",med" about in ord... to pmm(~e tol. , ·
once, o lh e" " id that tho domina nce 01
,,'h it. women acad. mic,;.1 tho ,,·.nt WJS
beeau", mo,t wOm'n .e.demi" in Sout h
Alric. were whit• . It was IIOt a desi,able ,it­
uatlon, but it d id reflect a ",.lity.

A BLACK delegate la,hed out.t whit.
pJrhfip.nt' saying she ,...nt.d wh it.
wmn.n ac. d"",k" championing tho <ao", of
black woml'J\, She >aid black wom.n U<'<'Iled
to '1"" . for th"",,",I,,.., Women ,;h" uld do
their """'n:h/G1m!"igning tog<-lhor, 0.01 on
lheir own. nor on Jny,,",,', behalf

Che mic. l Workers Ind ustrial Uni on
organi_ Pal Hom lold the conf.reOO' thJt
while blarks and white< ,eem<'<l to hJv,
I",mt to tackl. capitalism tog<-lhor and had
fought apartheid li>gether. th. y had 0.01 yet
learnt how to tJckle the patrian:hy.

"One pia", it still thlives is the uni,,",sity,
th.refor. it i, v. lid to hJ ve I n a"ad.mic
h.lsed ronf"""",e,"

In • bid to tt'iocus attention on the t"pic,
"oonc'ptu, li,ing genJor", Wits sociologi,t
ladj. Coc. said alta,", by wom.n on """h
<>thor fell into the ' Ial", lrap. By focu,ing
only "n wom. n the opportunity. to work in
new and import. nt di,,,,tions was be ing
mi,sed . It was nec",sary 10 move beyond
. nd to 1""• • 1gender,

oW, mlL,1 m"v. away f!'('lm the nOlion 01
triple 0Pl"""ion for women aod t. lk about
who benefils from tlipl e privilege. We musl
focus proper ly "n the collC'<.'pt of geoder and
aWJy. from narrow roncepti(ffis.·

• The co. f"nl(t dtt' w togethtr. va>!
anddiv,'X",t .....ge of pap'rs o. iss"". l O. _
c".i"g worr" . and ge"der i. So.th,,"
Africa, For ""'On' of spac, " '" ca••aI do
Ih<m i•• ti" he". I. forth comi.g iss.",
how..",.,., Democ..cy in Ad io" will f,.IM"
uario• • • 'pul, of theronf..",,,, 0

"


