
ISSUES IN TRANSITION

Reconciliation: a task for all

Reconciled Seye rs Naude an d Alex Bo<alne at Ihe Summer SC hool.

vln over angry students

DR BEYERS NAUDE_"'~ .
,IA"Jin~ ovation al lh. Sum""" School in Cor<'
Town wh"" he milJ. a m,wing "pp<,,1 to Soulh
African, of an Tal"" 10 m,1k< tho di fficul t .nd
prol>l<'TTl.l lic ta,k of "",oncili,'ion , priority In
Ihrir h <'5_

"Th. ", is a t ime for , ,,nfrontalion: >a id
NauM, "but Ih<'Ie i, .1,,, a lime for n'C<mcili>­
tion." The time hod arriwd I~r . PTl)(O" of
d.." . nd mean ingful ""onriliAtion to ,tori in
thecountry, he ", id

H. likened reconciliation to a "p""'"" "f
inoer he.ling" ,",'hieh nro;l, to ~, k. p\,]C('; n the
li'"" of million, of people, to give birth to n~
,Ititude, ,nd • new willlng"o" to bury th e

""AddJ'('Ssing the topic or rt'<()nd li.l h,m in the
fin al '"" ton nl tho · Issu~, ; n rron, il ion ",
NaudO, re' pected church leader ,nd Ido'"
bodrd membe r, ",id aj><lTlheid hod "d ri\'Cn ' "
mo"y weJgc.. h.tw...n uS th,,! ,,,<ondliat ion
will t.lke. long lime, bul "'e've got to do it".

"Let u>tarkle thi, ta,k, It'! U, hilw f,ith in
ttl<> polenli.1of OUT ",unlry."

Disappointment and fru,trati on ,,"'o uld
u"doublt'dly be p"rt of the rt'",mciliation pro­
ce,;;"bot I have 1>0 dOOM that it , ao be done",
said 'J,ude

He ,,"'arn«i th.t rt'('fmeil i.ti"n , I g'o~"'~~'

k-v,j "'.. also "''''nti"l lot the , orC<'>, of the
nrgotiation 1''''''''''. "It the pl'(>('t'S5 of nq;dio.
tions fa il, do ",e r",li", ",hat the impH<" i"n,
,re for our «,unt~'?"

South Alrica had nel'er in it, hi,tory <>p"ri·
el'l<t'<! ,uch , "pid , nd meilningfu l 1"''''-''' of
tr,n, ition ,nd many ,"" 'n' und""'la"d,bly ron·
fu><'d. ond o,"",,,,hefmed 0" ,""ult of these
pmfoo nd <hang",.

Ho",e,''''-, South African, >hnuld grd>p the
rhallffige of r",ond fi" tion a" ne", r"'p'm,i­
bility, """hng in Ihe proct", a ""'" rulture " f
bl th in tho fu ture

'J, ude >aid reconriliati"o "''' m~oJ«i not
only bet",,,,,n hlMk ond ",hile in Ihe <ountty,

Th. mini' ter then replied th,1 tho prob],'m
could nOI " ' ,ddre;,ed with ,-'aHable
r""' " rc. s, ",hi,h ",'oufd onl>' enver ",fight
improw "",n!>". Ho""'e",,r, he li.,li,,"''d Ibat the
gO"ernment cuuld di , cuss its difficu l ties
regarding resou',,", ",ith thn," ""ho ore
iggriewcl and neg,~i.te, pro""" by ",hkh 10
>Jd"", Iheir .<f"'CL,lion~

De' ling with the i" u, laler in his ow'n
add""" Re,,-sburg <;did it w"' M ' lIy un"",-"P!­
'ble t" ,"nsult the edu"ti,," «,mmunitv af,,,,
policy h", ",-"n formulated , He ' dded that
. It""ugh th,'re "''' m,,,i,'e """" lm,,,,1 tn'er
'""w'«i n....>o"'''' in ,oJue.tion, the depa.rtment
W" f,lling i" to the cl""ic,l t"p of belieYing
th' I"y "qu, ll,jng re,,'u'ces it would h,,'.

'There are many small ways in

which 10 express concern,
willingness 10 reconcile..:

bul , J." bet"'een bloch ("opar theid hAS
' p"",ned 'nger, dist"" t .nd h.tred i" Ihe bl"k
",mmunily")" ",ell as i" Ihe ",hit" CommU­
nity "' here ",t"ng,,,,,,n t and feding, of bill",·
n"" ,nd "-"",,,tment are c'u'iog divi,ino,.

EW'Yo"e in the cou"try _ indi\'idu, fs, the
governm"" l, p',libc"l rarti"', bU' in"" , " ",i. l
i,,-, tituhon, _ hod , « mtribuli<m t" mo ke t" rt'C­
ondhation, ,nd ,ymbo.,lic gN Un'S like ,,"'hiles
visiti ng tr' ""mh ips ond ",pressing concern
"'ere w ry imp'"t, ot, "Th,',. Me manv , m, 11
w'Y' in ",hich t" e, prt"'s """'-'TIl, wiihngn"",
to ,,'Condfe ., it de""n' t n",'d much publieitv
bul it grows." .

Recondli,lion. ",id N.udO. implic'd I<lk ing

solwd the probl,'m.
The edU<illion relw",. l str. teg~'. he Silid, "'a,

«mcei"ed wilhin the Deporlment of r-.;"b",,,l
Edu" I"," . nd composed entirt'fy " f g"nrn­
ment nffici"Is. "Under th"e <on di tions, Ihe
slrategy i" rt'Cipe for Inruble, ond my ,d vi",
10 ~ini'ter Pie",,, i, 10 " koow'ledge thol 75 <>f
Ihe 76 submi" i"ns rere ,'ed poinlt'd oul th"t it
,,"'d> .n ilI,gillm. l, e"",i",; ", id R,'n,burg.

Prep"ring h" Ihe "really new" South Afri<,
"" s n" l m.rely 0 math'r of p"' gm,,bc ,d;u,t­
menl but reqU ired a fund. ment, l ch. nge of
'ppnlolch, he ",id

"And Ihi> n..,;d, 10 he sign, fled to lhe people
01 "'ru lh Afric,"

>eri,,,,, ly.lI form, of ,nger, f"" fr, li"n. di""I·
i, l"cti"n ond fe"r thol people m. y be "peri­
en<j ng. "w" mu,1und,' rsl.md w m,thing of Ihe
depth "f the lhe p"in and ' uffering th"l lhe pol­
icy of ap",thdd 1;,. innict«i on mill io"s of our
!""'PIe:

Whli", nw n<>t loke peN,""f ""p',"sibility
for all the ,uffeting in th,' bl., k Ctlmmunitv but
unl'''$ the policy of "p" rtheid was openly <on­
demned a, the ,,"use of thi> suff,'ring, "won·
i"gful rt'C"ncifj,lion",,,uld be iml~",ible ,

The fed rs of the ",hit. comm u "i l~', ,'w n if
th"se ""ere "01alwa)'s legilimat", n,"oJ 1<' be
op"nlv dLscu, sed. This impfj«i , gmlter elk, f·
longe to bl",k; "bul it Cdn h, pp,'n", ,. id
N,u d<

Whit"', On the other h"nd, ofI'" "'rongly
bo.'lio,'«i Ihot they h.od k, mo • • , lI lhe ",crifil't'S
in a ne", "'>oth Alrira, Illac)cs h. d boNn m,king
a meoningtu l w ntribuboo I" the country for
year> . nd ",hill" h,d to inf" rm Ihem",iI'", of
this.

Louis Pienaa r


