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'We want to be fair to all'

Daniel SlIke, author of " The
Broadcasting 01 Politics In
South Africa", reflects on
the change of style at
Auckland Park.

reg u larly mentioned in evening newuasts.
Winnie Mandela, w ho ha s long had

one of the w orst relat ion. hip& .. ith the
broadco.hng au thor it ies, is now freely
quoted and shown without bios.

National Educalion Cri';. Cornmill~

(N ECC) members we", interviewed regard­
ing the C>1rrfl1t edlK'101Ion ern...

I Yu.ul Ebrahim 0/ Sac,.. and South AI­
ric.o's arch sporting enemy, reter Haln ap­
peared in an unedited deb.ote w hich wo.

hig/'lly criliCl l o f the 8ta l<!.
Why is the . ",te allowing such gla.nosI

in this influenlia l med ium 01 te levi.ion
b"",d.-asting? There are fou r identi fiab le
.....""".,

FiJ'Sfly, the advent of M-:-.iet """ns lha,
viewen now have a choke to walch tbe
evening """"","stS or tune 10 enlertainmen,
programm,,", To compete, ' heremre. the
$ABC mU51 ma ke It. new. more attractive
to vi.....,.. and so ensure high v;"w....h;p
and commensura te advertising revenue . II
wou ld 'eem Ihat <uch compelition h..
forced the SABC to . w iteh fm m ronfinual
go. ernm""t . urro" .... to fhe more stimu­
lating d iverge-n<'e 01 opinion approac h.

Secondl y, the evening ....wsc••t. h..e

traditi o na ll y ..rve<! the interest. of Ihe
Sla te . Th y con hnue to do ;0 , Wh ile
gtas"""t l\;u; hit tile SABC. con tro l remaillS
solid and the poomotion o f the domina nt
government thinking i. ma in"'ined. Never­
thele>o. prop..ganda has a l<.'Od<'nCf Iu b<­
""m~ boring (.. itness the Rumanian ~• •
ampt. of television /or two hou", an """"
Ding totally devoted to pnli.lng c...uoescu).
GIas"""1 ""'y al>o be used Iu increa"" the
atllac1i" """,," 0/ the propaganda effect,

Third ly, It is ct.ar tha t the ~,"""ples 0/
openn.... m~nhone<! abo"" represent rhe
reform poIid<.. 01 the F W de Klerk era. n
may he a, guo<! that the willingness to 111m
and . how those asoocialed with lhe ~DM
and ANC on televOiion indicot"" an aocep­"'nee of lheir importance In bringing aboul
a non-racial democracy,

'The new open"... also . hows 0 more ....
la><ed approach to problem-..olvlng and in­

corpor.te. oppo.ing vie.._
poin ls whic h were largely
. tilled under previ ous N t'
ad miDi.tutions,

The br""dca.ting 01 Ihla
by lhe ."'l....nctioned SABC
indlcal ea agai n the d o...
.taI~ /SABC bond wltkh th;"
lime .. uoe<! a. part 01 the ....
fo<m initiative,

The Murth and moot hn_
p<>Ttant re...on ;" that 0/ the
O<lC'iolioing and coruldenlio­
ing elf<'Ct 01 television. This
motiva tion, lo' gely directed
.t whi te audiences, invol"""
bringing in to lhe homes o f
rons..-vative voIen, activlots
and Indl'o'idua ls who ar~

critkol 0/ go" ernment poIlc y.
This may he done with the
hope tha t the more w hite
voten ... I""'" !mag"', the
mo re comfortable they will
become wilh an . ll"""ative
viewpolnl.

n should he telll<'mbered
lhat lor yeaTS, the ""'Y same
SABC "'as able to demonise
many 01 th..... p"rsonaliti...
now ohown objectively. Th..
may he an attempt 10 a>J'I'eo;t
in the mind. 0/ while view­
en, the misplaced and preju_
diced judgernenls lhal oome
0/ the m entertain n _ 11 ..

familiarise them w ilh th~ ....jolily 'o'iew_
point 0/ which th<'Y may be unaw.....

if this /a<IOr is genuine. then it may be
seE11 •• one of the most important rdonns
by tile go"ernment - an at lem pt (albeit
ratll", crud~ and undefined a t present) Ot
",..,.jucating .n electorate that has histori-­
cally .upported oe<u,rty cLampdown, 0/ the
"ery peapl<- they now ..... n'shtly on TV.

Glasnost has lound thE- SABC. We are to-­
day wllo<'S>itlg a " ale- run broadcast media
that, wllile . ti U pain/ully under Ihe Na­
nonal I'o" y thuml>, is beginning l<J display
a ne w responsibility ;0 n~ In an era
of removing m istruSI and ~nrourasing".
lion-bui lding,

(With ",bwwlrdgt""'"1 '" So" IIr)

nounCements unbann lng the
ANe r AC and COSMu a' wen
as ~a.ing tl>< media emergency
reg u l. tions on February 2, Van
de, ),\er_ said life h. d been
made .,,,ier for all the m<'<1ia.

"So w we are ready Iu hand le
the whole 01 the political spec·
trum, It i, most important for
the public to understand the' e
. r~ oth<" vi ew. w hich diffe r
from their ow n. They must ac­
«'pt that what w e broade..'t is
to inform th em, we are not
trying to La lce sid ....·

Van deT MelWe emph.., i,ed
lhe need for tl>< public 10 accepl
lhe changing ,jllL}'~lO in South
Africa. and sa id the media like_
wi.. had 10 learn 10 ,eport on
even" in thi, new d imale.

" We must be ....pon.ible in
o"r reporting ar>d be careful not
to ""'ale m... hysteri cs, Our
only yardstick is to do • good
jon 01 reporting what Is in the
public inM""' t: ' h<' sa id,

WHILE it i, unli kely that
t l>< change' . re due to the ef_
for" of o ne per",n alone, Ihe
appoinlmen' of Carel van d..
Merwe as cnie! d irector of new,
a ' SABC in June last yea, ha,
coinc-ided wilh .ome , ignifieanl
chang"'.

A. ked whether tl>< SA BC had
undergone a change o f policy
Van d.. MelWe ,aid th i, wa,
Ih. <a.. and . ince the midd le of
19#9 the rorpo ralio n had b,-",n
t rying to report mailers of pol>­
lie ron<ern

" W. are Irying 10 put over
dif fe,,,,,t polilical viewpoints of
poli lka l parhe., person . ,
group. and organi,ations," he
sa id, add ing the SABC wanted
to be fair 10 lhe m all and
wanled th. public 10 under­
sland lne l>roadca, ts Ihey were
"""ing

" W e wanl to , u pp ly good
qua lily radIO and TV," he said ,

Sinee F W de Klerk ' s an-

B ROADCASTING In South Africa
has alwa y> J>o:.o<on uoed by its po litical m,,-'­
t... for thei r own end•. Ja n Smuts
uoe<! radio e ' le",ively dUring World War n
to boost lhe Allie<! cau"," by broad,,,,"';ng
,he '1"-""'".... of Briti.h stat<.",m"" which. nol
unsurprisingly, an gered the emerging
Nali",... l Pa rty.

After the NP victol)' in 1948. lbe SAIIC
' y;I'1natical1y became Ihe mo uthpiece "I
the rulin g party . Control was extended
gradually but <'fkoctive!y as the more liberal
viewpoints of men such a' Gideon R.....
weT' ,lowly .......scul.'cd by the .xtreme
"",k" "'rl~id 0/ Pie' Meye r a nd Albert
H<'Tt>"ll .

Meye , brought w ith h im th e Bl"t><'Jer·
bond inlluence of Afrikaner idt'Ological
domination w hile HomOS (the Mini',.. 01
Posts and Tel"lI'apru. responsible fur the
SAIICI s tated publicly 1M !
th. int rodu ctlun o f " th .
lill ie b lac k box" w o u ld
mean 1M' " the Bantu would
crow d round the le w sets
wh ich there are and th"y
will ..itness th" commi..iOl'l
o f crimes. th"y ..HI learn
ho.. to evade the polke".
(Hansard, t%406 611)

Th..... men moulded the
SABC into playing a con­
tinuously su!>M>roient rol e ,
n is therefoli' evident that
tile broad"';t media has .....
f1<'Cted the dominant idoo­
logic.l <>rienl3 t ion o f the
stale. This j,; clearly du.' 10
tile Cl'nlralised gov"""ment
con trol 0/ the SABC in ....,.
ognihon of the imponant
and o/len dang"rDu; rol e
such a media instituhon ca n
play.

f!owew.'f, tile day. of AL­
bert Hertzog ali' ovec. TIle
National Party I. beginnin g
to respond to the ever-in­
creasing P""Ssu"," and dy­
na mics 0/ tile Suu th African
bod y polilic. Again. this .....
sponse is visible in an a""ly­
sis of the changing trend.
within the SA BC.

Glas"""t in the SABC had
been slo..ly bUilding even
dUling the " form and ...p",..ion" PW
Botha years. H ever, it h.. been evident
tha t since lhe w aning 01 Botha ' , power
.ince the begi nnmg 01 1989. a new-lound
openn.... has emerged w hieh would have
kft AIb<.'l1 Hertzog turning in h is grav• .

Wit_ lhe fDllowing ex.ompleo:
Iloth AU.n Bo<-sak and Dcl<mond Tuto,

two of the most outspoken mlia 01 the
st>te, have """,nUy ' PP"",,-d on SABC Net­
work/ Netw.".k debates ,

Gregory Rockman w as. shown . t the
Cope T....n rr.... Dub cast'll.ting the p<>­
Ike JOT PrmT\<:lting unrest.

Waller $isu lu and Dlh", IormeT prison_
ers "e'" brought into tile """"'" of w hite
viewers ofler their ...Iea"" ond no w a re


