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IDASA HAS NINE
NEW OCCASIONAL
PAPERS

AVAILABLE

20. Die Universiteit in 'n veran-
derende Suider-Afrika

Frof Johan Degenaar, filosafie deparie-
ment, Universiteis van Stellenbeseh

. Die Taalbeleiwd van die
SLndt:r-Mn kaanse Universiteit
D Neville Alexander, opvoedbundige en
sekretaris van die Healeh, Edueation
e Welfare Soctery of Sourh Africa
fHewsa Trust)

22, Economic Options facing a
Post-Apartheid South Africa
Frof Samme Terreblanche, professor of

coononics, University of Stellenbaoscl

23, Low Intensity Conflict and

the Southern Aflrican Church

The Rev Michae! Waorsnip_ lecturer ar St
Peter's Theological Seminary, Pieter-
mariizhirg

24, South Africa in Global Secu-
rity

Dy Gregory F Treverton, Senior Fellow
af the Council an Foreien Relations in
New Yok

25. Responses to the ANC Con-
stitutional Guidelines

fan Liehenberyg, divector of research,
folaxa

26. Creating a Non-Sexist
Constitution: Women's
Perspectives
Sarah Chrisite, Dr Dorothy Driver,
Eleanor van der Horst

27. Economic Perspectives after
Apartheid

Prof Pieter e Rowy, Roneie Bethlefem,
Alec Erwin

28, The Prospects for Democracy
and Development in an Indepen-
dent Namibia

Frey CGrerhord Tevtemever, Institute for
Soctal amd Economie Research, Univer-

ity of Namihia

All available at R2,50 each
from: Idasa, 1 Penzance Road,
Mowbray 7700 and Idasa
regional offices in Pretoria,
Johannesburg, Durban, Port
Elizabeth, East London and
Cape Town.

SOVIET VISIT
From Russia with love

By Ronel Scheffer
AN EAHLY — and controversial -

Christmas gift to the polibical and academic
community in South Africa was the visit by
noted Soviet academics Irina Filatova and
Apollon Davidson in the first weeks of De-
cember,

Two delightful (but very much no-non-
sense) characters, the i'u-,mr'.r professors and
African specialists at Moscow State Univer-
sity quickly gained a reputation in the press
tor being “difficult™, It they were politically
less outspoken than some expected, they
were certainly far oo l'.lt'l’.llt'.ﬂ"-rl'li_'l.t in their
approach for the liking of most.

After a week in |4.1|"|.,'|J'|.r1¢_':-=h|,|r;l.1, which in-
cluded a baptism of fire from forthright
gquestioners at a public meeting, the two
opened a press conference in Cape Town
with an unusual request. Would the jour-
nalists present “please ask original ques-
tions”, pleaded an exasperated Davidson.

The first Soviet academics to visit the

i,

ot |.||::||‘|'|,' denouncing or rejecting them as
mistakes. In the Soviet Union, this break
with the past had occurred and, as histori-
ans, they felt that the De Klerk government
would need to follow suit if its reforms
were meant to be radical.

In their experience, open discussion in
the media was a necessary first step to over-
come the social difficulties resulting from
bad policies of the past. In the Soviet Union,
this has in fact accelerated the process of
coming to terms with past mistakes, says
Davidson.

And the mistakes of socialism? The So-
viet Union’s response is to develop and im-
prove socialism, which is still very popular
and regarded as the only system which is
able to provide social justice. “Perestroika
has nothing to do with capitalism, the issue
is how to develop and improve socialism,”
said Filatova.

Davidson added that whereas the origins
of capitalism go back several centuries, the
history of socialism has just begun and its
journey is a very difficult one, “In the

Filatova and Davidson face the press in Cape Town.

country in more than 50 years, their sched-
ule was crammed. They were under pres-
sure, privately and in public, to provide de-
finttive answers on the complex questions
of the future of socialism, developments in
Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union’s relation-
ship with the ANC and a host of local is-
SUES,

At times they were expected to answer
for the Soviet government too, and their
comments were not always accurately re-
ported or placed in context.

As they travelled from Johannesburg to
Cape Town and on to Port Elizabeth as
guests of Idasa, visiting universities and
townships and meeting MDM leaders, Fila-
tova and Davidson spelt out the dangers of
over-simplification and comparison and
stressed the importance of solutions based
on local conditions. “All people and all
countries have to learn from their own mis-
takes, their own achievements and their
own histories,” said Filatova.

What they found disconcerting in South
Africa was the apparent attempt by the gov-
ernment to move away from policies, with-

first periods of socialism unfortunately
some mistakes were made in each country
and | am sure that socialism in the next cen-
tury may be guite different from now, as
capitalism now is not the same as in the
18th century.”

The two academics were impressed with
the political awareness and deep concern
about the future of the country they found
among all South Africans they met - from
Soshanguve to Stellenbosch. They were sur-
prised too, by the objective, reasonable
analysis they encountered in the t11'.+.n~1h|p-1
and shanty-towns, places where more fa-
naticism and hatred could be expected.

Among their disappointments were the
many distorted  views of the Soviet Union,
the poor understanding of events in that
country - even among intellectuals, and the
reporting in some newspapers which were,
as Davidson described it, “very rough with
[rina’s and my answers",

It is expected that the academics’ visit
may be followed by return visits to Moscow
by a number of small g groups of South Afri-
cans this year.




