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No time for empire builders
By Nic Borain

Two r ig hi- w in K
Am~J'iean polilicians vi.iled me al my offi'e
Ihe othor d ay . A polite po lilical d i>cus,ion
'urned into a 'langmK match w hon I d is­
agr<:<:d wilh Ihem by assertinglhall did not
bPh..ve lhat Ihe grea tes t threal to Ihi, e'\Jun­
Iry was Soviet expan,inni.m ,

These Iwo hardened Cold War wl""'n,
we.... watching all Ihei r pow....- .nd inllu­
elK'<' . lip away" fasl ., Gorbachev could
say "mulli-party dt>mocrary" . rh"'" w..'"
powerfu l people d"'pera te to mai nta in the
myth o f tlie "evil empire" , b«ause ' ha'
, truu'e had \:>t.ot,n llit' ir hfe' s work and their
prestil\" was relaled enlirely In ,he validity
o f llit' p"""ise,

W e have a simna' probl"", . Our <:<lu ntry
is """''!li ng: from a "cold" arod ,·hot ·, w ar
siluation wh~ the ""I political d ynamic
has been \>oi1Weffi im p1>c.oble enemies who
haw sF"' ken to each nth,']" .><elusively in Ihe
language of fon'<'.

The only objective nf eithe-r , ide has been
Ihe defeat of the enc'tOy. All deb.l'e has been
about undmn ining tho enemy 10Tee' and
Iheir a lii'" arod "',..,ng'henin g your own,

o.er the last six moo,h.lhe tenns of this
conflict have changed ra pidly, leaving most
players b_thl",. and confu.ed. Th~ li"
been pt'reStroika arod gla.nos', Ihe political
translormation of Ea,'e rn Europe ; in

Na ' ional Party policy th..re a re ongoi ng
shih, and imporlanl new thi n h ng in the
ANC. Constiluhonal Guidelines,

The possib ility 01 ......1 negr~ iat ion, ha '
""ddenly landed on OUf d oo rstep and none
of u. appears re<ld y, W e can 't .....m 10 be-­
li""e that we ar.. abool 10 start talkin g and
wo...., .tilL li.'ening,. 10 w hat each side is
saying.

W e have ou, own '·et....o> and V!'JY Jm'
po,la nt People whose only Ira ining h.,
\:>t.ot,n in ideolol\iea l and ph y.ical w artare
and whose only importa nce L' attaeM 10
lhe continuation uf Ihal war

The nalure of Ihe "ruU1<> up un,i1 now
ha. a llowed pumped·up linle boreaucra..
from an ,ides lu ma nipulate the poli'ical
pr<:>O'S6 to prol<'<1 arod advalK'<' lheir own
inl"""'lS. Idl",logieal pc"i'ion' a", ra ised by
mino, political princ,," likc bullr........ to
prott.'Cl lillle polil;,;.,l ca,ll"".

At a ' i"'" wht'n bot h lhe ANC arod the
Nationali" governm<n, are talkin g about
throWing t debate about l lit' futu re open
to all rom , and " v"n aboul ""r",nderiog
control and owners]; ip of . y mbol. and
ideas to lhe «-rrai n o f , body politi<, there
is no p lace f",. bu ild and defende.. of
emp1res.

Dille..",,'S are nalTOwing and nnw i. tlit'

lime fOT people and OT­
ganisa'i'IDs lhal ag,,-'" 'ID
b"",d principle> to reach
oul and find "'eh ,~her ,

Only Ihose mme rolK'<'med aboul Ihe dil u ­
lio n oj thei, own power and inn ue",:e Ihan
a"',ul the int ,,,,-'SI, of nu r counlry and our
people are tlifea leneel by >ueli a pnl<''SS.
These political bosse> 'hould be femoved",
'wiftly as possible by tho S<' who have
e1e<tffi or supporled ,hem,

Bt~h the r-oalional rarty, the ANC and
their respediue support..,. ha ve to define
their objectiVes and then a,k Ih""'sel"'" ,he
sim ple and diTt'CI qoe'tio n ' " Who el'e
could ,0pF".n ,...... l>b~'<1iWs'" If 'IK'Y an'
hon...t arod cou ragrou. , 'hey will ew ntu·
a lly find ,hem,e1ve, . nuggl.'<I up w ith
.ome .I,ange and u n" 'p"':led bed·fellow.

II i. only in the creation of a cullure of
dem,,,,,alie deb.lte ' ha ' we have a chance of
bu ild ing a dem'>eratic cou ntry, It i, only
w ith a d"mt>erahc and hu mble politica l
leadership Ihal w.. h""e a chane.. of break­
ing the patterns 01 tho f"s1.

If the Cold War "elera", are not able 10
chang.. we need to leav.. them behind , The
tw n American. w ho visited my of/ire are
o ff . o mew hcre I"bb ying in vain fOT the
"ew Ihal the Soviel lInion i. a"'>o1 10 in_
vade the f...1 uf tho world . Well. old wl­
die.. nev....- die . , , tlit'y ",.1 fade away,

Nic Bo,.in i. R.-gion.l Oirect<>c of Id...
in 'li.. W .." ..rn c.".,

s

The Conference for a
Democratic Future (COF)
was held on December 8 last
year. About 4 600 people
from over 2 100 organisa­
tions anencee, BARBARA
KLUGMAN, reports.

Striving for a united front
adop1 Ihe Ifarare o.." laralinn aoJ ca lling
for a con, htuent a llsembly was pa....d vir ·
'ua lly u na nimou<ly.

Discussion lollow"" nn child fen, Ih.. en­
vironm ent. Ih.. af" rtlit'id ..mv. h"" lth. in·
ICfrul,ional pressure, labour, "';'elfare. Na ta l
violence, the rulliorul l ed ucation cri ' i', the
death penally. Pfess freedom. "'Pression.
r",".tance in rural areas. the . port. boycott
and _110m" 01 South Africa

Given Ihe size of Ihe ronk,,,-·nce. dd,il<-d
d,'ba 'e wa, not p'"" ib'e. huwevef il wa,
lioped Ihal the resolutions w'''Jld fonn Ihe
framework of a pt<'gfdmme of a<li"n to be
di""'s.s.<'<l and implementeJ bOlh by indi­
vidual otgani.ation. and as n.tional cam·
f"'gn• .

Ov..rallihe C Dr was a . u«.... II tn"ooghl
together grooping. whkh would have been
u n.ble 10 work logether and how",er dil/i·
e'U ll it was.t limes. a broad o.' n",,,,u. w..
re.ched, It a l"", showed Ihe d"!\ ..... of onity
that had been Imged a1n>aJ y and it . tart,'<I
a P'Ol__ uf broadening 'he anti-aparthetd
m,wement.

tlowever. i' w"' ell'" Ihat many partiei·
f"nts had n01 P"'f"red suffi<i<nt ly and ' his
limHl'd the e ' len l to ,"'hieh resolo tions
rould be (on.idPfed bindiog. Aoo'h." on·
fOrluna .. reflee lio n o f Ihe na tu re of a nti­
aparthe-id organisation. was tt", ahse""" o f
worn"" bo'h in the stage cnnvening rom·
mit"-'" and . mo n' importan,l y. a , 'I""ke..
from 'h" floor

Th.. e'pe,ience "f Ihe CDr and the " " 0­
lu tion, afisin~ l rom il nff....- . trong mo l<va­
lion for llit' build ing and o.m",lidation "f
organi"'lion in th.. 19'1O> a, t lit' m,~,,, force
for ""gotialion"

THE AIM o f the CDr was to demon'
strate d ramat ica lly llit' unily uf anb-'f"rt­
h..id foTC... in Sou th Africa and 10 u S<' the
proces' uf the co nfer..nce 10 e, 'end Ihal
unilv. Thi, second objec tive related p"rtieu­
lady 10 b lack conscious ness organtsation.
wh ich unlil thcn had n01 been inrorpor..""
in'o the IibeTa i·1<>ft alliance - tlit' Ma.. Derne>-­
eralic J,l""ement ,

In Ihe opening s]X'l'<h. Jerry M"""la of
Azapo called "n ronferent<, delegale. '0 Ii...
ten to a ll perspediv", arod 10 set?<, ,he ini·
tlative by agreeing On a progra mme of ac-
tio n f01' unily. lie .1.....poke of , he n,,<-'<I 10
bu,ld a national cu lture. lo,ces, for the ",labh.hm..nt of Iru.. deme",,-

The fina' speec h in the open ......ion o f facy and lasting peace."'
t he con/e",1K'<' was given by Walter Si.ulu Discu..,ion nn a range of issues fullowt.'d,
With Ihe calm insight of a fine slat",man he but it wa. the q u...ti o n 01 negotiations
oullined llit' hist"ry of ' he " "\l~le again.1 which d nm ina led 'he confe rence and
ap"rtheid , ;tined up acrimonioo. debale.

On Ihe sobjeci of ~ational Pari y refor"" The i"ue wa, t lit' aduplion of the Ha... re
Si.ulu said; '"OJ, gri",a""" i. our e"d u,i"n Decl"ation a nd A~C p ruposa l. lor the
from F"'litic. l power; our o bjective is ,rans· process of cr..almg a dimate for negutta­
fer of po_ ' . Segregalod beae"'" have . ym· tion. in Sou ,h Africa wli«h had be",n a<­

boti, ed bu r "dusion hu ' Ihei r d ....)\rega- cepl<'<I by the O rganisalion fOT Alrican
li"n is M t a tra nsfer of power. .. Un ity.

Jn a dramatic g...tm e Sisulu turned as if Althoug h Ihe d om inant view was thai
to face De Klerk arod addressed him "'yin", "tlit' pt.'Opie" shou ld set Ihe ag..nda for ne­
"'Mr De Kl..fk . your back is "-, the wall gotia1inn., a. one sI... tegy fOT change, many
look up from tho .'uney I\fo'md lhal lies delegale. lrom black con.d"u,~e" and
bc'1wc,<-'Il you and us, Don't be .Iraid . OI h· on ity DOwement organisations agfl't'd Ihat
"f.' have step ped fo rward and loond a "i t i.. imF"".ibl.. for Ih., uppress<'<! 10 nege>­
ho me w ilh the democratic mov<,me~t. llat.. w ilh the o pp""""" . Their call w••
We' ve wel" ' med Ihem , l ike you 'h~y love .imply fo r people to intensify llit' boilding
their people and their rou n' ry. L:nlike you , "f organi.'ati"", and lhe struggle agatn..
they love dem"""acy, '" apartheid a call a lso ..pounded by ,h..

Firulily Sisu lu called on Ihe meeting to MOM delegat,"",
'"bu ild a on ited fmnl " I a ll anli -apart heid Wlit'n it wi\> time to .....,,,.. . ,,-'SOlution to==


