
Work in 
Border area 

takes off 
IN the absence of project staff, the 
Border Region of IDASA operated 
on a limited scaleduring the last six 
months of 1988. The recent ap­
pointment of a regional coord ina­
tor should, however, boost activi­
ties once again. 

At the time of going to press, we 
were planning our first township 
visit for businessmen in the region. 

We have decided to refer to these 
township visits as "social history" 
tours as we intend tracing the his­
tory of the township and only visit­
ing one township per tour. We plan 
to start with the business sector, 
and the visits wi l l initially only be 
open by invitation. 

A major issue in worker relations 
in the Border area is housing. Man­
agement cannot ful ly understand 
the issues unless they have seen the 
townships firsthand and met the 
leaders of the communities in which 
their workers live. 

For February we have planned an 
informal discussion evening to find 
out what expectations the people 
of the greater East London area have 
of IDASA. After last year's six-month 
lul l , this wi l l serve to re-introduce 
IDASA to the region. Having lived 
on the Border for a number of years 
I look forward to the challenge of 
getting the debate on a non-racial 
future for South Africa under way. 

The details of proposed projects 
wi l l be published in the local press 
and people on our mailing list wi l l 
get a printed programme of events 
on a monthly basis. 

Cindy Deutschmann 
Regional Co-ordinator 

The Institute for a 
Democratic 

Alternative for 
South Africa 

(IDASA) 
Strongly protests against the 
three month ban imposed on 
two community newspapers. 
Grassroots and New Era. We 
implore Minister Stoffel 
Botha to reconsider and 
rescind his decision as a 
matter of priority. 

Cape Times 
The Carnegie Challenge 

THE highly significant Second Car­
negie Inquiry into Poverty and 
Development in Southern Africa 
has completed its investigations. 
The recent publication of the book 
Uprooting Poverty, The South Afri­
can Challenge, by the Inquiry's 
director. Professor Francis Wilson, 
and Dr Mamphela Ramphele under-
lines just what the project has been 
able to achieve. 

Based on nine pre-conference re­
search papers, more than 300 papers 
delivered at the Carnegie confer­
ence in 1984 from 22 universities 
and 17 post-conference research 
projects, the Inquiry has demon­
strated just how extensive and per­
vasive poverty is in South Africa. Its 
broad findings can leave no South 
African comfortable. 

The inquiry found a division in 
South Africa between rich and poor 
greater than in any other country in 
the world for which statistics are 
available. It established that there 
are about 15 mil l ion 'poor' people 
in South Africa, some of them very 
poor indeed. Some two mi l l ion 
children are growing up stunted for 
lack of sufficient calories — in one 

of the few countries of the world 
that exports food. 

Those shocking facts, and they 
are shocking whichever way one 
looks at them, should jolt us all into 
action. From any perspective, such 
poverty has the inherent potential 
for instabil i ty, particularly when 
contrasted wi th the lifestyles of the 
wealthy. It also has severe econo­
mic consequences, l imit ing growth 
and development. 

Fortunately. Professor Wilson and 
Dr Ramphele have concentrated 
not only on exposing the nature of 
this poverty, but also on strategies 
for doing something about it now, 
although they argue that "underly­
ing all strategies against poverty 
must be clear recognition of the 
necessity for a fundamental redistri­
bution of power' 

For what has been achieved so 
far, those behind the Second Car­
negie Inquiry, particularly the Uni­
versity of Cape Town and its South­
ern Africa Labour and Development 
Research Unit (Saldru), should be 
congratulated. The challenge now 
is to do something about this dis­
turbing situation. 


