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In the case of psychological vio-
lence there need not be any phys-
ical violence at all but the experi-
ence of injury done to the person is
crucial. It is an assault on the in-
tegrity of a person. Examples of
psychological violence are brain-
washing, indoctrination and autho-
ritarian attitudes in family relation-
ships and educational contexts
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Professor Johan Degenaar of the
Department of Philosophy at the
University of Stellenbosch testified
in mitigation of sentence at the
Bethal treason trial which ended in
the Supreme Court in Pretoria in
January.

During cross-examination by
counsel for the state, Prof Degenaar
said that, in criticising both the
state and revolutionaries, he did not
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the State is unjustified. This is the
claim made by revolutionary move-
ments. It is said that the State can-
not justify its use of violence be-
cause the laws of the State violate
moral rights.

The revolutionary movement
claims that it can justify its own
violence because this violence is
primarily counter-violence: It op-
poses the structural violence of an
unjust system; it works towards a
just system. In this sense the end
justifies the means. Its own use of
violence is seen by the revolution-
ary as constructive rather than de-
structive, progressive rather than
entrenched in unjust laws. Itis only
constructive violence which can
liberate man from structural vio-
lence which perpetuates itself,

With the term “structural vio-
lence” | have drawn attention to
the fact that revolutionary violence
is not the only kind of violence and
that violence always needs justifi-
cation. This does not entail that the
justification used is necessarily con-
vincing. For example, the tradi-
tional way of justifying violence in
terms of the principle that the end
justifies the means is unacceptable.
The end is absorbed by the means
ascribing an unintended priority to
the violent means,

This applies equally to those who
use violence, structurally and phys-
ically, in order to maintain law and
order, and to revolutionaries who
allow for violent means in order to
reach the liberated and purified
future. Far from the end justifving
the means, the means justifies the
end. This calls for a moral dimen-
sion which has to qualify all actions
as means to a projected goal. Ac-
cardine o Marmas Arondtss “Tha

violence pecause of the existence
of structural violence in our society
which is responsible for excluding
blacks from sharing political power,
Therefore, although | do not justify
the use of violence | can under-
stand their decision in favour of the
armed struggle. Any group of peo-
ple, including the Afrikaners, would
come to a similar decision if they
were the victims of structural vio-
lence and if their non-violence poli-
tical strategy pursued for decades
was ighored.

Both sides in this conflict should
admit their mistakes, for without
this realisation there can be no
negotiation and reconciliation. And
this is what we need if we have to
create a just future.

‘Both sides in this
conflict should admit
thelr mistakes, for
without this realisation
there can be no
negotiation and
reconciliation. And this
is what we need If we
have to create a Just
future.’

| am of the opinion that we should
not think about the future in fatalis-
tic and pessimistic terms. One way
of liberating ourselves from despair
is to think about our political situa-
tion as a process. This entails that
we should also evaluate political
viclence, whether State violence ar
revolutionary violence, in terms of
a process. | have analysed the con-
cept of violence in terms of its phys-
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