
A l e x Bo ra ine 

1987 ended on a very exciting 
note when we received an in­
vitation from Harvard Univer­

sity to send two members of our 
staff to be part of a three-week 
course on "Conflict Resolution" 
during January 1988. We had hoped 
that Pro lack would be one of those 
attending, but unfortunately his 
passport application was turned 
down. Thaabit Albertus of our West­
ern Cape office and Keith Wattrus 
of our Port El izabeth office left early 
in the new year and wil l share their 
experiences with us over the next 
few weeks. 

This visit follows a briefer one 
made by Max Mamasc to a similar 
course at Harvard in June last year. 
It is hoped that other staff members 
wi l l have further opportunities 
during 1988. As we develop these 
skills, we will consider very seriously 
the possibility of conducting work­
shops in different parts of South 
Africa dealing with conflict resolu­
tion and negotiation skills. 

In contrast to the good news, the 
disappointing news was the post­
ponement of a visit by South Afri­
can student leaders to Zimbabwe. 
Twenty such leaders, the majority 
of whom come from Afrikaans uni­
versities, were due to be in Zim­
babwe during January. With the 
reshuffle of the cabinet in that 
country, it was not possible for the 
trip to proceed and it has had to be 
postponed until April 1968. 

During February, we wi l l be ex­
ploring the possibility of opening 
an IDASA office in Natal. We have 
had many requests to do this but 
we need to engage in much more 
consultation before proceeding. 

We have also decided to streng­
then the IDASA offices in the Trans­
vaal, both in Johannesburg and in 
Pretoria. Although up ti l l now the 
offices and personnel there have 
tried to respond to the many re­
quests and demands made of them, 
i t has been impossible for them to 
take advantage of the opportunities 
which have come their way. During 
February, we wil l have a high-level 
workshop in the Transvaal which 
wil l be attended not only by Dr Van 
Zyl Slabbert, Wayne Mitchell and 
myself, but also our three directors 
who are resident in the Transvaal, 
together with George Peffer and 
Braam Viljoen. 

Plans tor 1988 are being finalised 
and present many exciting prospects 
not only inside South Africa but 
internationally as well. Inevitably 
the expansion plans and develop­
ment ideas I have already referred 
to, plus the many workshops, sem­
inars and conferences we have 
planned, wil l only take place if the 
government does not take action 
against IDASA. This Sword of Dam­
ocles continues to be held over us 
and with Parliament reconvening 
in February, we should have some 
idea as to whether or not our fund 
raising will be affected or indeed 
the work of IDASA itself. In the 
meantime, we proceed and are 
enormously encouraged by the grow-
ing response to the work in which 
we are engaged. 

State Clampdown 
on People's 

Organisations 
It is with shock and 
trepidation that we 
witness the drastic 
and draconian 
measures meted 
out to the leaden 
and workers related 
to 17 organisations, 
and the organisa­
tions themselves, 
which include the 
UDF, COSATU, 
OPSC and AZAPO. 
The restrictions 
which were an­
nounced by the 
Minister of Law 
and Order, Mr Vlok 
on Wednesday 24 
February, indeed 
mark a sad day in 
South Africa's con­
temporary history. 
It is indicative of 
the government's 
intense preoccupa­
tion with eradicat­
ing all organisations 
opposed to its poli­
cies. The order can 
only exacerbate an 
already volatile 
situation, rather 
than contribute to­

wards stability, 
peaceful co-exis­
tence and good 
neighbour! iness. 

In the wake of 
this high handed 
State action, the 
Executive Director 
of IDASA, Dr A. 
Boraine, has issued 
the following state­
ment from London: 

STATEMENT O N 
BANNING OF 
ORGANISATIONS, 
24 FEBRUARY 1988 

The state's action 
against the UDF 
and a number of 
other organisations 
and their leaders is 
further evidence of 
their total obses­
sion and determi­
nation that all 
power and even ini­
tiative must be se­
curely held by Afri­
kaner nationalism. 
This act Is one 
more example of a 
government com­

mitted to repres­
sion and co-option 
and a totally ruth-
les* attitude towards 
dissent of any land. 

The banning of 
these organisations 
comes almost as no 
surprise. The state 
has made it dear 
for a long time that 
it wil l brook no 
opposition from 
organisations and 
individuals who 
seek an alternative 
to minority rule 
through repression, 
coercion and co-
option. 

IDASA joins 
many others in de­
ploring this new 
round of banning* 
but commits itself 
to continue to 
work for a non-
racial democratic 
future for all in our 
country. 

Dr A.t. Boraine 
Executive Director 

IDASA 
London, 24 February 


