MY VIEW

Softly, s

approach to crime

ORE than a million Puerto
Ricans participated in a
national referendum in
November to amend the
Constitution of this
Caribbean island, The governmen! wanted
to eliminate the right to bail, which has
been guaranteed since the Constitution was
Introduced in 1952,

As In South Africa, the country also has
serious crime problems. The situation is so bad, mostly due to drug-
related crime, that most of the areas where underprivileged peaple live
are constantly patrolled by members of the National Guard.

But the right to bail in Puerto Rico is something precious. 11 s a Right
—with a capltal "R" - which the government, under the disgulse of
tighting crime, has been trying to eliminate since 1974, After many
years of political canvassing by the government, the people finally said
“no”. Que viva Puerto Rico!

Crime, whether yvou are in Puerto Rico or South Africa, isreal. b is a
human experience that many people sutfer, And when it happens
crime Is not an easy thing 1o handle. As someone who makes a living
out of fighting against crime, | know that you cannot take on the lssue
of crime in a liberal way. Liberal thinking, despite its relevance for
advancing a democratic soclety, can be a recipe for disaster. You have
to tackle crime In a serfous and radical way, using a combination of
means and resources.

In South Africa these davs crime has become the "Public Enemy
o 1", The solutions proposed by many members of the South African
Police Service (5APS), state prosecutors and community figures is to get
“tough on crime”. In particular, the demand Is 1o eliminate South
Africa’s (now) constitutiomal right to bail, and many other ideas are
being discussed about how to incarcerate, incapacitate - and many
other “ins” - to exclude the criminal person,

As a Puerto Rican living in South Africa with a definite Caribbean
identit}' and an EmErg:lng African one, | know that no matter how
many “ins” you use to fight this social problem, crime will always
continue to rse. In tact, the United States has been tough on crime for
almost 30 years, They are fighting what amounits to a war on crime. Yet
today they have ome of the highest incarceration rates in the world {(of
which the majority of prison inmates is black or Hispanic), they
compete with South Africa for one of the highest crime rates and have
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