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Educational restructuring will be a slow process, says PUNDY

education and training imply a commitment to im
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N EDUCATION and training system that promotes
reconstruction and development will have 1o satisfy both a
social justice dimension (equality, equity and redress) and
an economic growth path that will require flexible skills,
cantimuous upgrading and the production and
dissemination of relevant and applicable knowledge.

To achieve this, four inter-related elements are merging in the new
education and training strategy. They are “lifelong learning”, an
“integrated qualifications framework”, “guality improvement” and
“partnerships”. Lifelong leaming is not just an open leaming delivery
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massive inequalities engendered by apartheid and the need for
n and rationalisation have led to immense pressure devel-
for additional spending on education and training. These pres-
pes arise mainty from four sources,

ly, there is the need for redress and rehabilitation. The current
il of school classrooms is 76 000 and the costs of renovating and
phabilitating schools are high as a result of inadequate spending on
mmntenance, violence and vandalism,

gcandly, the government's human resource development
proggramme involves major extensions of educational services and new
services. Among the most important of these are the phased intro-
duction of 10 years' free and compulsory general education, school
nrition, liunching the adult basic education programme and the
iy chitldhood development programme, expanding training capa-
tchnical colleges, community colleges and technikons, an
ie special education needs programme and enhanced pre-
ice and in-service teacher education to cater for this, and a tertiary
ucatior student lﬂanftlumr_l.f iﬂﬂut}’
~ Phardly, there is the pressure of a range of demographic factors.
ppulation growth in excess of 2,5 percent annually will increase
imual demand at the sub-A level and will have a continuous npple
irotghout the system. Urbanisation and improved access to
s Increase demand in excess of the normal growth rate in impact
‘The current trend is for about half a million new learners to

e system annually, without any effort to implement free and
Lompulsory education. Nevertheless, the estimated backlog in
Prosasion amounts to 1,8 million children aged between six and 18
it are not enrolled in 1994,

aastly, the rationalisation of 14-ethnically based departments and
SN0 nine departments involves massive management and
ek ‘changes. This involves costs for infrastructure and logistical
3 1, plus some element of redundancy payments.

IEls clear that the education budget must be radically reformed and
'lhiflﬁ:ﬂﬂﬂm] funds are required for education in the short term, It Is
1 ¥ that the government can significantly increase [ts allocation
_ and training. There are three reasons: other sectoral
%ﬁﬂlﬁ for resources; slow or no economic growth which constrains

MIE gromwth in government revenue; and the government’s commit-
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