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SHIREEN BADAT set of f in search of solidarity at a gathering 

of African women in Dakar. Instead she 

found chaos and confusion. 

Sisters in a spin 
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overseas visits* 
T h e public Is entitled to know what 

Interests motivate MPs and the speeches they 
make. We need to learn to deal with the 
Interests of MPs, because every one of those 
490 individuals can have an Impact on 
government policies and procedures. Lobby 
groups can shape the way any political party 
sees certain issues." 

Although the workshop perhaps produced 
more questions than answers, It did serve to 
focus attention on the key Issues which need 
to be addressed- Among the most important 
of these is the question ol how to facilitate 
parliamentary lobbying for NGOs and other 
groups who are not among the "insiders", 
who lack both know-how and the resources 
for effective intervention. Another is how to 
produce - and pay for - accessible 
Information about the parliamentary process. 

The need for such information was 
emphasised by Idasa executive director 
Wllmot James in his concluding remarks. He 
said public education was essential so that 
people could react to legislation which 
affected their lives, 

A variety of institutions should take 
responsibility for this task, he said. It should 
not be regulated or centrally controlled. 
"There should be competition between 
different groups but we also need some co­
operation and co-ordination and must decide 
how to spend scarce resources on the best 
way oi Informing the public/ 

James announced that Idasa would launch 
a Public Information Centre In 1995 with the 
aim of contributing to public education and 
facilitating both public participation in policy 
making and transparency in government. He 
said the centre would focus on obtaining and 
disseminating information from and about 
government. Key areas of Interest would be 
the Budget, the Reconstruction and Develop-
ment Programme, and biographical and 
performance profiles of elected officials, • 

A
DELEGATION of 151 South 
African women who visited 
Dakar, Senegal, in November 
were enthusiastic about having 

i an opportunity at last to take 
pan in shaping the continent's future. The 
event was a forum for African non­
governmental organisations on the status of 
women in Africa. The aim - to drali a 
Platform for Action to be presented at the 
United Nations World Conference on 
Women in Beijing in September next year. 

The delegation mirrored South Africa's 
rainbow nation, In that it included women 
from across the spectmm: rural and urban, 
disabled, young and old. IFP, ANC and NP, 
We proudly took our place among the more 
than 2 000 women from 35 African countries. 

Confident in the knowledge that our new 
interim Constitution and Bill of Rights guar­
anteed gender equality, we felt sure that the 
rest of Africa would be looking to us for 
interventions on sensitive Issues at the con­
ference such as abortion and the political 
participation of women. 

But this enthusiasm was soon dampened by 
the organisational nightmare we encountered 
in Dakar. Hours before the start of the confer­
ence the organisers ran out of conference pro­
grammes (these were never reprinted). There 
was not ooe telephone or fax machine, and 
although there was a bank of computers they 
were all Infected with a virus. 

In addition, there were only two public 
toilets for the use of the almost 3 000 
delegates and the venue allocated to disabled 
participants was located on the second floor. 
Delegates spent most of the three days 
wandering about hopelessly In search of 
venues for workshops - many of which were 
cancelled without notice. The fortunate few 
who managed to find workshops in progress 
Immediately encountered another obstacle -
a language barrier. Senegal is part of 
Francophone Africa and there were no 
translation facilities. 

Despite the organisational chaos, the 
biggest shock to the South African delegation 
was their reception (or lack of it). Instead of a 
warm welcome, feelings of resentment were 
almost tangible* One had the distinct 

impression that the rest of Africa had had 
enough of South Africa's problems and 
wanted to get on with solving Its own. 

The consensus seemed to be that while the 
world had focused on solving the problem of 
apartheid, the rest of Africa had been severely 
neglected This unfriendliness extended to 
the South African embassy In Dakar. Despite 
the (act that the embassy's offices were 
located in our hotel, there was no official 
welcome. (And the South African ambassador 
to Senegal Is a woman!) 

The chaos at the conference was probably 
a reflection of the status of women on the 
continent generally. It Is 10 years since the 
Fourth Plan of Action was drawn up at a 
conference in Arusha, Tanzania, yet not 
much has changed. In fact, the situation of 
women In Africa has worsened as strategy 
from previous conferences remain unlmple-
mented Even the new Platform for Action 
that emerged from Dakar, the fifth such 
conference, looks much the same as the 
old one. 

South African women are more fortunate 
than those further north in that equality 
between the sexes Is guaranteed In our Con­
stitution. The government has also granted 
recognition to the struggle of women lor 
equality by declaring 9 August, National 
Women's day, a public holiday. 

However, unless women make a concerted 
effort to translate these rights into policy and 
law there Is a danger that these will remain 
paper guarantees- Although Minister Without 
Portfolio Jay Naidoo attended a pre-Dakar 
workshop and wished the women well, no 
money was forthcoming from the 
government and foreign funding had to be 
secured to pay for the visit. 

Preparations for the Beijing conference are 
now part of the women's empowerment 
programme of the Reconstruction and 
t»evelopment Programme. But unless 
budgetary allocations are made for this 
programme, the position of women will not 
improve. 

The conference in Beijing-the last such 
gathering of women this centuiy - will have 
as Its theme "Creating a World through the 
Eyes of Women", • 
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Some of our biggest 
for believing in big 

are some of our 

If our children are to inherit a country 

worth Inheriting, a financially strong coun­

try, big business becomes more important 

than ever before. 

For one thing, like other small coun­

tries with big business, It is big business that 

enables South Africa to compete in the 

international markete and be a big earner 

of foreign exchange. 

For another, it is big business that 

provides a stable base from which medium 

and small business can grow and expand on 
AJ&tfttoto*tm*kmlm<ftawvTmvipl4t* 

a scale significant enough to become rroyor 

contributor to the wealth- and Jotxreation 

processes of the new South Africa. 

And that is really what a healthy econ­

omy is all about a mix of big, medium and 

small businesses operating internationally 

and internally offastrong* competitive base. 

Big business and the South African 

economy. Inseparable if the new South 

Africa is to hare an economy worthy of 

generations to come. 
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