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Experts quibble as right wing grows 
Racism In Germany is 
mounting again, leaving 
10 people dead in neo-
Nazi attacks against 'for­
eigners' In the past two 
years. But the govern­
ment and experts are 
div ided on how severe 
the problem is. Cape 
Town reporter REHANA 
ROSSOUW found during 
a recent trip to Germany. 

"Ni 
EVER again!" vowed 
the survivors of the 
Holocaust after Allied 

forces liberated them from Nazi 
concentration camps in Germany in 1945. 

Yet less than 50 years later, an atrocity was 
once again committed by Nazi sympathisers 
at a German concentration camp. Last 
October, two youths vandalised the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp memo­
rial in Oranienburg, north of Berlin, seri­
ously damaging a museum depicting Jewish 
suffering in the camp. 

Both were acquitted by a German judge 
who ruled that there was insufficient evi­
dence to prove they had been motivated by 
Ideological beliefs. 

The arson attack and acquittal has raised 
the question of whether the Germany the 
world despised during the Third Reich is on 
the rise again. 

The world watched in horror in 
September last year when a xenophobic mob 
Went on the rampage in Rostock against a 
hostel for asylum seekers. "Germany for the 
Germans - foreigners out!" was their cry. 

A Turkish woman and two girls, aged 14 
and 10, died in November last year when 
their Hamburg home was set alight by neo-
Nazis. But while political commentators and 
human rights activists in Germany called for 
severe action to counter the rise of neo-Nazi 
racist attacks, the government, the courts 
and the police were sending out a different 
message* 

After the deaths of III people in racist 
attacks in the past three years, police units 
dealing with right-wing extremism increased 
their strength - from 20 to a total of 60 offi­
cers throughout Germany. 

They maintain that neo-Nazi groups are 
not as much of a threat as the left-wing ter­
rorists of the 1970s. 

Professor HfllO Funke, author of three 

books on German racism, including an 
examination of the Rostock attacks, believes 
the problem is more serious. 

"There have been a lot of attempts to over­
come Germany's Nazi past, but there has 
been a lot of dental too/' Funke said. "In the 
1950s, when there was an upsurge in racist 
attacks, we had to face our heritage and 
admit we could learn some lessons bv 

w 

empathising with minorities and oppressed 
people. 

"But after the unification of east and west 
Germany in 1969, because of the resultant 
economic and cultural problems, the right 
became more aggressive and violent than 
ever before/ 

The attacks on asylum seekers in Rostock 
clearly illustrated that German racism has its 
roots in the socio-economic misery -
especially of the youth - caused by the politi­
cal and cultural transformation process in 
Germany. 

The old authority structures of the 
German Democratic Republic (GDR) col­
lapsed and were not replaced by new social 
structures or norms. "People in the east were 
expecting change orientated to social welfare 
but quite the contrary was experienced/* 
Funke said. "What thev saw was domination 
by the west, politically and economically 

"People wea* stripped of their power at a 
time when they wanted a stake in their 
everyday affairs. Among parts of the popu­
lation there have always been latent anti-for­
eigner sentiments-" 

Funke places the blame squarely on the 
German government for bringing these sen­
timents to the fore by raising the problem of 
asylum seekers in the months prior to the 
Rostock rampage 

While at least half of all asy­
lum seekers faced a real threat 
to their lives in their countries 
back home, and most experi­
enced serious economic hard­
ship, politicians claimed that 
only five percent qualified tor 
asylum. 

"This gave the public the 
impression that 100 percent of 
the asylum deckers were liars 
and were after money that 
rightly belonged to Germans." 

Funke said Rostock clearly 
indicated "state-based racism". 
The violence could have been 
averted if the government had 
had the political will to do so. 

The asylum seekers were 
moved from Rostock two days after the vio-
lence - indicating that action was possible. 

Germany's "new facists" behind the vio­
lence at Rostock were young people - skin­
heads, neo-Nazi groups and thugs. 

"They should have been prosecuted 
immediately afterwards, but again there was 
a lack of political will to do so/' Funke said. 
"No-one served time in prison after 
Rostock/' 

Funke said he did not believe facism 
would gain majority support in Germany 
again as the right-wingers were being forced 
to operate in a democratic system. 

Although the German constitution allows 
for neo-Nazi groups to be prohibited, there 
was reluctance to do this as it would force 
these groups underground and the police 
would find it difficult to ascertain their 
intentions and their strength. 

"We have to fight this problem as 
democrats; we are not the Weimar 
Republic/' Funke said. 

Dr Dieter Roth, of the Institute for Political 
Research and Electoral Behaviour, agreed 
that right-wing attitudes had remained 
latent in Germany for 40 years but were 
beginning to make an impact in the polls. 

The institute has reconJed a swing to the 
right in (he states of Hamburg and Baden 
Wittenburg. 

"We have noticed that people usually vote 
for the right-wing party they think is most 
successful. They don't really care about the 
name," Roth said. 

"We also know for a fact that two-thirds of 
votes going to the right-wing are protest 
votes, from people who are frustrated with 
the establishment parties/' 
Rchana Rossouw is a Journalist in Cape Town. 


