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Now we must work for
peace at the polls

breakdowns and breakthroughs! Time to look back and
to look forward.

Looking at the balance sheet of 1993, there were some major
disappointments and setbacks but on balance substantial
progress has been made in the transition towards democracy, It
could be argued that it has been a long time in coming but per-
haps the process was necessary. Most South Africans have
underestimated the bitter legacy of more than 40 years of
National Party government with its fixation on the politics of
‘exclusion and oppression. In trying to understand the journey
‘that South Africa has made during 1993 it should not be forgot-
ten that it was in 1910 when the vast majority of South African
were excluded from the constitution. More than 80 years of
separation, suspicion and discrimination cannot be overcome
with a slick, quick fix.

Another lesson which had to be learnt during 1993 is the art
of genuine negotiation, For decades the NI government
decided what was best for South Africa — now they had to lis-
ten and to give as well as take. To their credit they have proved
to be good students of the art of give and take.

At long last we have an interim constitution. It is not perfect
but it is a result of compromise and to have achieved a reason-
able federal constitution safeguarding basic human rights Is a
tribute to hard work and pragmatic politics.

An election date has been set and despite understandable
fears aboul possible intimidation and worse, it is very unlikely
that this date will be changed. [f a reasonably free and fair elec-
tion does take place, it will produce the first ever fully repre-
sentative government in the history of South Africa - a decisive
and historic moment that many have worked towards against
astonishing odds for generations.

The fact that we will have a government of national unity

rather than a winner-takes-all government is cause for added
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