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peace at the polls 
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THE END of another momentous year characterised bv 
breakdowns and breakthroughs! Time to look back and 
to look forward. 

Looking at the balance sheet of 1993, there were some major 
disappointments and setbacks but on balance substantia] 
progress has been made in the transition towards democracy It 
could be argued that it has been a long time in coming but per­
haps the process was necessary. Most South Africans have 
underestimated the bitter legacy of more than 40 years of 
National Party government with its fixation on the politics of 
exclusion and oppression. In trying to understand the journey 
thai South Africa has made during 1993 it should nol be forgot­
ten that it was in 1910 when the vast majority of South African 
were excluded from the constitution. More than 80 years of 
separation, suspicion and discrimination cannot be overcome 
with a slick, quick fix* 

Another lesson which had to be learnt during 1993 is the art 
of genuine negotiation. For decades the NP government 
decided what was best for South Africa - now they had to lis­
ten and to give as well as take. To their credit they have proved 
to be good students of the art of give and take. 

At long last we have an interim constitution. It is not perfect 
but it is a result of compromise and to have achieved a reason­
able federal constitution safeguarding basic human rights is a 
tribute to hard work and pragmatic politics. 

An election date has been set and despite understandable 
fears about possible intimidation and worse, it is very unlikely 
that this date will be changed. If a reasonably free and fair elec­
tion does take place, it will produce the first ever fully repre­
sentative government in the history of South Africa - a decisive 
and historic moment that many have worked towards against 
astonishing odds for generations. 

The fact that we will have a government of national unity 
rather than a winner-takes-all government is cause for added 
encouragement The African National Congress is far ahead in 
all the polls and they could have been bloody-minded and held 
out for majoritv rule. That they have not provides South Africa 
with a real opportunity for healing and reconciliation. 

ft would be foolish, however, to imagine that South Africa is 
set fair for a full democracy with accompanying stability and 
prosperity because of these momentous decisions. The 
endemic violence which has had the country in its grip for 
years shows no sign of abating. The Transitional Executive 
Council will have an awesome responsibility to try and reduce 
the level of violence - something that no one else and no other 
body has succeeded in doing, 

While the overwhelming majority of political parties have 
accepted the interim constitution and are committed to contest­
ing the election on the basis of that constitution, there are a 
number of key actors who have broken away from negotiations 
and are threatening to undermine the election process. The 
enormous efforts being made by the government on the one 

hand and the ANC on the other to secure participation bv the 
Freedom Alliance will be well worth the expenditure of time 
and energy if it can secure their participation. Although many 
would see the Freedom Alliance as being unreasonable in their 
demands, thev have the ability to derail the process and there­
fore every attempt must continue in order to encourage their 
participation. If they separately or together throw their weight 
into fighting an election there will be far less temptation to 
engage in violent resistance* In assessing the mood in many 
parts of South Africa, it is clear that the right wing is prepared 
to go to desperate lengths In order to undermine the transition 
towards free and fair elections. 

It is clear that the real centre of conflict will be at local level 
rather than regional or national level. There are many towns in 
the Free State, Cape, Transvaal and northern Natal thai have 
already threatened to take up arms in order to protect their 
white exclusivity. While it is highly improbable that the 
Freedom Alliance will continue in its present form, it is never­
theless to the advantage of all South Africa that every effort be 
made to find a constitutional and peaceful way to accommo­
date some of the aspirations of those on the far right; 

It is impossible to believe that Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
who for many years fought apartheid, refused to take indepen­
dence and called for the release of Nelson Mandela, will con* 
tinue to keep company with the AWB and a Conservative 
Part\f which, with all its verbal gymnastics, seeks to perpetuate 
apartheid in a so-called Afrikaner fatherland. If he is to be 
taken at his word then Chief Buthelezi seems determined not 
to participate in the election and then the pressure will come 
not from the government or the ANC, but from within the 
ranks of his own party. There can be no doubt that there are 
many at leadership and grassroots level in the IFP who are 
determined to participate in the election on 27 April 1994. They 
will participate with or without Chief Buthelezi. 

The first prize would be to try and find some way in which 
to persuade and encourage the Chief Minister to change his 
mind and actually participate in the election as the leader of 
the IFR It is also important thai he and his party, and all lead­
ers and parties, not only participate but also go on record as 
being prepared to accept the result of the election, no matter 
how it affects their particular party. 

In looking back, South Africans have much to be thankful 
for and substantial progress has been made. In looking to the 
future, considerable work remains to be done and in particular 
men and women of peace and goodwill need to unite in order 
to ensure that the nan-up to the election and the election itself 
proceed with the minimum amount of disruption and violence. 
If that can happen. South Africa is assured of the beginnings of 
B peaceful and prosperous future-
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