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Slabbert grades SA's progress towards democrac 

We're 
doing 
okay 

By SUE VALENTINE 

TOP POLITICAL Analyst Villi Zyi 
Slabbert gives South Africa four lo five 
out of 10 for its achievements during 

negotiations so fan This may not be a 
resounding "pass" but, given the complexity 
>t the process and number of parties 
involved, it can be regarded as a sign that we 
ire on track in the shift to democracy. 

Slabbert, who is Idasa's director of policy 

and planning, gives this average scoreboard 
rating of success for a number of key areas in 
the transition to democracy. 

In an assessment delivered at Idasa's 
recent annual planning meeting, Slabbert 
identified four key goals of the negotiation 
process and evaluated the progress made 
towards achieving them. 

He said the challenge facing South Africa 

was to grow, democratise, develop and 
stabilise simultaneously The success of 
the transition -and of the negotiation 
process by which South Africa had 
chosen to achieve it - rested on the 
country's ability to achieve political 
legitimacy economic growth, redistri* 
button and stability 

He attached a positive value to 
developments in these four areas, but 
gave low scores lo the areas ol stability 
and redistribution (each got three out 
of 10), Legitimacy and growth were 
both rated al seven, 

Slabbert said he was reasonably 
optimistic about progress made m the 
Multi-Party Negotiating Process in so 
far as it created legitimacy in the 

national political process, Similarly, the 
National Economic Forum was making 
progress to ensure the economy would grow. 

However, he was less positive about the 
outcome of negotiations when it came to 
redistribution issues. Forums on housing, 
education, local government and youth were 
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20 reasons for hope in SA 
Sectors of South African 
society may be sunk fn THINGS .ire only getting 

worse." This has 
become the stock phrase 

that so many South Africans 9 l o o m < b u t h u m a n * W * 
use to describe their feelings activist BEATIE HOFMEYR 
about our country. r e m a i n s an Incurable optl-

Disillusioned by the drawn- m | s t S h e explains why. 
out negotiations, depressed by 
the state of the economy, overwhelmed by the 
problems of crime, unemployment and education, 
confused and terrified by the political violence, 
'"We and more people are retreating into a state of 
^ c a l helplessness. 

I have written this article because, in the face of 
"^ sense of impending doom that has invaded so 
"tony sectors of our society, I remain Incurably 
optimistic 

•he past 20 years of my life have been spent 

working with communities 
and organisations dealing with 
some o! the grimmest issues in 
our devastated country -
forced removals, rural poverty, 
police violence, torture and 
detention, women's oppres­
sion, vigilantes, political vio­

lence, rape, right-wing violence, and so on. 
I have always been inspired by the tad that, 

even in the darkest moments of 1976,198(1 and the 
states of emergency from 1985 to 1989, the hope 
that freedom would some day come never died 
among those most touched bv apartheid. 

Mow I work (or the Voter Education and 
Elections Training Unit (Vceht) fit the University of 
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INSIDE 

Tackling 
defiant 

right wing 

BETTER-K/VDTHM4 
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Idasa wishes readers a happy and peaceful 1994 



Reasons for hope 
From Page 1 

Ihe Western Cape, where we train thousands 
of people to participate in elections, as voters 
and as activists lor their organisations. 

The elections have created a wave o( 
excitement and energy that is sweeping 
through every village and township in South 
Africa In the age of realpolilik il may no 
longer be fashionable to really believe in 
"freedom, justice and equality", but millions 
of South Africans do - and 
they are mobilising as never 
before to finally claim some 
control over their lives-

We have come a long way 
in the last few years. Only 
five years ago - think back to 
1988 - there was almost no 
hope that we would escape 
an endless cycle ot civil war 
and repression. 

To crush all opposition, 
PW Botha, Magnus Malan 
and Adriaan Vlok used the 
full poiver* of the law, the 
security forces, the joint man­
agement centres and the infa­
mous death squads. 

Nelson Mandela and about 3 00(1 other 
political prisoners were still in jail. 
Thousands of detainees, among them almost 
the entire leadership of Ihe United 
Democratic Front, were in their third year of 
detention. 

The headquarters of the South African 
Council of Churches and the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops Conference were 
among the buildings of progressive organi­
sations destroyed in bomb blasts. More than 
I 000 people died in political violence in 
Natal* The armed struggle was intensified 
and more than 22(1 attacks took place-

Thirty organisations were effectively 
banned, including the End Conscription 
Campaign and the Detainees' Parents 
Support Committee. 

Dulcie September and Albie Sachs were 
among dozens of political leaders who were 
killed or injured in bomb attacks 

From this, we have somehow made the 
almost impossible leap to democracy It has 
been a painful and tumultuous process and 
there HK many forces that will fight to the 
end to cling to the benefits they derived from 
apartheid and to prevent a successful demo­
cratic solution. 

Our violent and polarised past should 
bode ill for the prospects of peace, democ­

racy and unity- But South Africa and 
Sarajevo are poles apart. Political parties rep­
resenting almost 90 percent of South 
Africans Are negotiating constructively and 
are committed to the elections* 

The Freedom Alliance has neither the 
capacity nor the popular support to derail 
the process. From Kempton Park down to 
the grassroots, political leaders have been 
committing themselves to peace, reconcilia­
tion and political tolerance. 

Shocking newspaper headlines may con­
tradict this, but as the Peace Secretariat 

*Ii seems inevitable that the 
ANCwitl be the first govern­

ment. It will bring a new 
calibre of leadership to 

government Almost all the 

leaders who make it to 
Parliament will be people 
who have made huge per­

sonal sacrifices for the sake 
of freedom and democracy' 

BeOtk Hofmex/r 

reminded us, onlv the bad news makes it 
into the media. Since the mid-1980s, political 
conflict in Natal has claimed more lives 
every year and in the 1990s il erupted in Ihe 
PWV. Most of us became emotionally 
blunted to the deaths and could not even 
read or analyse the details of yet another 
gruesome massacre. 

Although ihe "third force" theory was 
treated with derision by the government and 
the police, it is now widely accepted that 
faceless forces are involved in fanning the 
flames, and that die conflict is not simply 
about political turt 

Too many conflicts start with "drive-by 
shootings" where people open fire Irom a 
van on a group of pedestrians. In divided 
communities with little access to resources, 
tensions exist and the smallest spark can 
ignite a war. 

What we do not read about in newspapers 
are the hundreds of community activists 
who work tirelessly and with great courage 
to put out the flames. 

In the PWV almost every major township 
was affected by widespread violence last 
year This year the political violence has been 
confined mostly to the East Rand Most of 
the violence in other townships was the 
result of taxi wars and did not spread 
through the whole community. 

This miraculous outbreak of peace was no 
accident. Old enemies sat down together; 
churches, civics and political organisations 
worked on peace committees to repair their 
shattered communities. Even in Natal, after 
nearly a decade of violence, many communi­
ties managed to stop the fighting. 

No matter how serious and widespread 
the killings are, we must not forget that the 
vast majority of the areas in South Africa art 
peaceful - even in Natal. And, as the 
National Peace Day in September showed $u 
clearly, the people of this country waul 

peace. 
To talk of reconciliation 

during an election campaign 
may seem naive, but ih? 
foundations for rebuilding 
this country have already 
been laid. 

The political leaders who-
emerged from years of 
imprisonment or exile sur­
prised many by their lack ol 
bitterness and their incredi­
ble capacity to forgive and 
accommodate their old 
oppressors as fellow South 
Africans And in spite of Ihe 
right wing, most white 

South Africans have also grown to accept 
change - even if thai acceptance is still tem­
pered by fear and prejudice. 

It is not often that negotiations avert civil 
war, or that the opposing sides agree to put 
the country's interests above their own. But 
we may just manage it. 

We have already agreed on a formula for a 
government of national unity, an interim 
constitution and a bill of rights. These pro­
cesses are imperfect and fallible, but they arc 
born out of a new spirit of compromise, rear 
ism and maturity among our leaders. 

It seems inevitable that the ANC will be 
the first government. It will bring a new cali­
bre of leadership to government. Almost all 
the leaders who make it to Parliament will 
be people who have made huge personal 
sacrifices for the sake ol freedom and democ­
racy. 

Whatever one may think of the politics ol 
the ANC, it has always been driven by solid 
social democratic values that put the welfare 
ot "the people" as its central concern. 

My confidence about the future stem* 
from the firm belief that we are capable ot 
patriotism, that we have the desire for peace 
and justice, Ihe hunger for a better future 
and the leaders to take us there. 

Itcatie Hofmeyr works for a voter education 
project at UWC 
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