DEMOCRACY

An even chance for futu

The foundations laid for democracy
in 1990 may still be unsteady, but
the progress made since February
2 provides grounds for hope.
BARRY STREEK reports.

THEHE can be no question that move-

ment towards democracy and a culture of free-
dom in South Africa, both in theory and in
practice, progressed this vear.

But if the foundations for a democratic sys-
tem of government were being laid, especially
in the period after February 2, they were
severely rocked by the horrific violence in vari-
ous p.‘lrt« of the -.nuntﬂ. i which some 2 500
people have died — at an estimated cost of R3
billion in the first six months of the vear.

Claims were made about the role of hit
squads, vigilantes, warlords, third forces, the
militant vouth, the police and the armv. Some
of those claims were wild and untounded, but
many of them had elements of truth in them,
particularly as far as those who suftered were
concerned.

Violent clashes also took place between sup-
porters of various political groups, including
the ANC, PAC, Azapo and Inkatha.

On the far right, extremists did their level
best to stir things up and often resorted to vie-
lence, as various trials and incidents have
demonstrated. Most disturbing were unpro-
voked attacks by right-wing terrorists on inno-
cent bystanders, purely because they were
black.

The lundamental point is that there are still
far too many people and groups in South
Africa who will resort to the gun, the bomb, the
knife, the panga or the stone to express their
political grievances or try to capture political
ground, for anvone to have reasonable confi-
dence about the future of real democracy here,

Despite public statements by the leaderships
of different political groupings and desperate
pleas in the predominantly black press, the
criTiE oFf atmosnhere of alerance an ossontial

lence and intolerance that has been displaved.
[t at the end of 1984 - particularly after the
september b elections when the Democratic
I"arty was villified for bemng "soft” on security
as well as the ANC, and the National Party saw
fit to publish an adverisement featuring a pho-
tograph of a DI leader with the SA Commumst
Party’s Joe Slove to win white votes - anyone
had suggested that South Africa at the end of
1990} would be where it is, most people would
have regarded that person as soft in the head.
But the tact is that tor the first time since

1450, when the Communist Party of South
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Early encounters between the NP and ANC leadership
roots proklems

Africa was outlawed, there are no banned
pnhtlml movements. The number of officiallv

“listed” communists, who could not be quoted
in their own country, has dropped dramatically.
Political leaders have been released from jail
and have returned from exile, a process which
15 combinuing,.
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Ihe ANC 15 not against the protection of
cultural and language nghts in 3 new South
Atnca,” he added

A the ANC s Ravmiond Suttner wold a group |

of Cape Town businessemen in November,
there is also consensus aboul the need lor ecp-
nomic growth and the need to tackle poverty
and reowe ineduality

No-onge sheuld be over-optimistic over the
degree of consensus that has been reached on
these ssuies, and commaderable differences about
how to deal with them remam. However, of one
thinks of the sutfering, contlict, death, destruc-
thon and waste during 42 vears of National
Farty rule, it can only be encouraging that
South Africans have finally discovered that
they are not =0 tar apart and that a svstem of
government which has legihmacy among all
the oniv way forward.

There are indeed grounds for hope tor a
democrabe future. Bul much more has to ocour
betore that hope can be translated into reality,
and two issues could be decisive.

The first 1s the rele of the security forces in
the privess of change. Can they be transtormed
indo Jegitimaty instruments for the mantenance
of law and order” Or will the maprity of Sooth
Atricans still regard them as instruments of
control for the white minonity?

SOME elements n the security establish-

ment are {'nﬂ'ipl.'ltlnng that the police are
betoming “too neutral” . There may well be
movemnent in that direction but far more has te
be done because nesther the police nor the
armv are perceived by many South Alncans,
probably the maprty, as hetng, neutral

secondly, it i high time that political move-
ments accepted responsibility tor the actions of
therr members and supporters, If democracy is
to take root, there has to be discipline

This 15, of course. much easier said than
done, but the need for discipline 15 essenhial
Although it s treely acknowledged that sup-
porters of different groups were mvolved m the
violence this vear, not one of those groups has
disciplined - publicly, at least - people who
have resorted to the thoroughly anbi-demo-
cralic instruments of violence

It mav be nivessary for the political groups
o adopt a point code of political behaviour so

DEMOCRACY

Time to scr

THE crisis in black local government s
reachung such proportions that it can in actual
tact derad the whole negotiabon process unless
somethmg s done.

While the two main actors in the negotiation
process, the ANC and the government, have to
A large extent found one another - due largely
1o the special chemisiry between Mandela and
e Klerk - the same 15 just nol happening at
grassroots, township level

While the government at nabonal level has

{ gone outl of WS wWay (o JNEage  non-system

legitimate black leaders such as Nelson
Mandela, it 15 doing the exact opposite at town-
ship level by insisting that township residents
work with and through the totally seywcted and
illegitimate (own council system

S0, while the demand that the government
negotiate with legiiimate and truly representa-
tve leadership has been met at natwonal level,
the demand has not been met at black local
givernment fevel,

Until the government meets this demand,
the nationwide campaign and mass mobilisa-
ton agamst black councils will continue. It
will result in continuous viclent contromtations
and polarrsation between the grassroots masses
of the one hand, and on the other hand. the
black government struciures and the South
Atrican Police who are used both 1o protect
these government structures {which s under-
standable) and to keep them i place, in spite

L of comanundly telection (which s not unedes-
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